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LEGER AND EBROIN. 



DIALOGUE I. 

A retired and frhafe fife hath no charms for an ambif 

thustnan^ 



EBt.6lw» - 
♦r j^S my coftfelatton^ ondef my misfortunes^ to 
I fiml yoa'hi thts foUtude. 

CBOBR. 

la^n am ibity ta fee yoti in it ; for 'tis of no be- 
nefit for a man to be m it againft his Will. 

Why £> ? dd you dcf^aif of lAy c6nverfion ? your 
advice and example may poffibly make me better than 
fpoii think, yod^ wH(^ 9re ib charitaUe^ (hould cer- 
tainly take (bme care of me in this rtcefi. 
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4 LEGER AKD EBROIlf. 

I.EGER. 

I am put here for no other end, but that I may 
tT)edclle with nothing : I have enough to do^ when f, 
have myfelf to reform. v 

EBROIN. 

How ! upon entering into folitude, does one re- 
nounce charity ? 

LEGER. 

Not at all. I (hall pray for you. 

EBROIN. 

O I I noY {ee it plainly, you gjye me up as one 
unworthy of your inftrudions : but you don't do me 
juflice. I confefs I was unwilling to come hither; 
but now^ that I am come, I am well enough fatisfied 
to be here, this is the mod beautiful defart one can 
fee. do you not admire thofe ftreams cafcading from 
the mountains ; thofe craggy rocks, partly covered 
with mofs ; thofe trees which appear as ancient as the 
earth they (land on ? nature has here a certain fayage 
frlghtfulnefs^ which affords agreeable reveries. 

LEGER. 

All that is quite infipid to one who hath a tafte for 
ambition, and who hath not loft his padion for vain 
things, a man muft have an innocent and quiet 
ipind, to be affedled with thofe rural beauties. 

EBROIN. 

But I was weary of the world, and its cares, when 
I was placed here. 



&EGE& AND BBROtlt** ^ 

LEGER. 

It appears you were very weary of it^ leeiBg yoa 
left it by force. 

EBROIN. 

I (hould never have had the coarage to leave it 
voluntarily, and yet I was quite ibrfeited of it. 

LEGER. 

Surfeited, like a man who wonid gladly return to 
it, and feeks only a door to go in again. I know yoa 
well enough ; fb 'tis in vain to diflemble ; confieis 
your pain> and be honeft at leaft. 

EEROIN. 

But, holy Prelate, were you and I to retnm to the 
helm of affairs, we (hould do an infinite deal of good, 
we would fupport each other in the defence of vir- 
tue, and bear down, in concert, whatever fliould op« 
pofe ns. 

LEGER. 

Be as confident of yonrfelf as you pleafe from your 
pad experience; feek pretexts to gratify your paffi- 
ens. as for me, who have been here longer than you, 
I have had time to learn diffidence in m3rfdf, and in 
the world, that ungrateful world hath once decdved 
ine; but never (hall deceive me a iecond time. I en* 
deavonred to do it good ; it retumedime nothing bat 
evil I I meant to a(&ft a well-defigning queen ; they 
tamed her authority into contempt, and obliged her- 
lelf to retire, they reftored me to my liberty, while 
tbcy thought to put me uqdcr confinement, too hap* 



6^ LMBft Mvm tjujnwi 

py am I to have nothing more to do, bat to die in 
pesce ta this cldart. 

EBROIN. 

But yon don't confider^ that, if we will again unite 
dor interefts^ we have it in onr power ta become abfo- 
lute mafer». 

IrSGER. 

Maffters of what ? of the Tea, the windsi and the 
waves ? nO) after ftiipwreck, I'll embark no more, do 
yon go backy and pu(h yonr fortune^ torment yonrfelf^ 
run all hazards^ periih in the flower of your age ! in 
order to difturb the world^ and to get a name^ be un- 
happy in this life^ and damned in the next : you well 
ikferve it, fince yon cannot be at reft. 

BBROIR. 

Bat how ! ia it really true that yon no longer de« 
fire preferment ? is ambition quite extinguilhed in the 
inmoft recelTes of your heart ? 

tlOBK. 

Wonidyeu believe me if I told yon? 

SBAoni. 
Truly I much donbt it ; and ib' (honid' have great 
diiEcttltyr for .., 

Theh li will- not tell yon. one may ai well fpesdt 
to^ thedeaf. neither the infinite troubles of proiperity^ 
flOfithe fuooeedingiigodnof adverfeforttuie^ havebcea 
iftle to fXset yon; go, retnm to court, re^^dbme tte 
Mm; betturwotU's^cmieyandfind yUarowBrkiit. 



EDWARD. 

THE BLACK PRINCE OF WALES^ 

4 « P 

RICHARD, 

HIS SON. 

DIALOGUE II. 
Tbe charaHer of a meakprinc<. 

AL AS ! my dear ibn»J lee diee tfain with liif- 
row. I expedtad a longer life for thee, and a 
liappier reiga. ivfatt has made thy deadi lb fodden ? 
hail thoQ committed the fame Mi with ne, and mill- 
ed thy health hy an ezcefs of fatigue in the war againft 
France? 

aiCHA&n. 
No^ fadier: my health never failed; other miP 
fortunes have pi|t an end to my life. 

iDWAan. 
How theui h^ ibme traitor enbmed his hands 
in thy blood } if h^ Engbndy which has not forgot 
fmtj iriU revenge thy death. 

RICHAKD. 

Aiasi StAexj all England was in concert to dif- 
gracci to degrade^ to dcftroy me. 



9 CDWAtD AND iLlCHARD/ 

EDWARD. 

O Heaven! whocmild have believed it? whom 
(hall one henceforth troft? bat what haft thoa done, 
my Ion ? haft thou been no way to blame ? come now, 
teli troth to thy fiither. 

( . RICHARD. 

To my father ! they iay you are not he; and that 
I am fon to a canon of Boardeaux. 

EDWARD. 

That is what no man can anfwer for; but I can- 
not believe it. it is not, fure^ thy mother's condud 
that gives the people fach a notion ; but it muft be 
thine^ that makes them talk fo. 

RICHARD. 

Thay faid I prayed like a canon ; that I could nel» 
ihet prelerve authority over the people, excrcife juf- 
tice, nor make war. 

EDWARD. 

my child! and was all that true? thou hadft bet- 
ter been all thy days a monk at Weftmtnfter, than fil- 
led the throne with {o much contempt. 

RICHARD. 

1 had good intentions ; I fet good example, and 
fometimes ftiewed fpirit enough, for inftance, I caufed 
my uncle, the duke of Gloucefter, to be feized and exe- 
cuted, when he was rallybg all the malecontents againft 
me, and would have dethroned me, bad I not prevent- 
ed him. 



EDWARO. 

That was a bold ftroke, and perhaps ncceflary ; for 
f knew my brother to be a diflemblingy artfnl, enter- 
prizing man, an enemy to lawful anthorityy and fit to 
rally a dangerous party, but, my (on, hadft thou given 
him BO handle againft thee ? bcfides, was that (lep pru* 
dent enough ? and didft thou fupport it ftoutly I 

SLICHARD. 

The duke of Gloucefter accnfed me of being too 
much attached to theFrench, our nation's enemies, my 
marriage with the daughter of Charles VI. of France, 
afibrded the duke the means of alienating the hearts of 
the Englilh from me. 

EDWARD. 

How, my (on ! didft thou render thyielf fulpe^ed 
by thy friends for an alliance with the irreconcilable 
enemies of England ? and what didft thou get by that 
siiarriage ? haft thou joined Poitoux and Touraine to 
Gttienne, and fe united all our French dominions as 
far as Normandy ? 

RICHARD. 

By no means, but 1 thought it good to have out of 
England a fupport againft the fadious Englifh. 

EDWARD. 

Of curie of the kingdom! O! di/grace to the royal 
family ! thou goeft to fupplicate help from thine ene« 
mies, whole great intereft It ever will be to bring down 
thy power, thou wouktft eftablilh thy reign, by efpouf^ 



to KDWAM A»D &ICHAILO, 

ing interefts contrary to tbe^rcatoers of thy own na- 
tion, thou art not contented with being beloved by thy 
fiibjefts; thou wanted to be feared at an enemy^ who 
combines with foreignerS| tn order to opprcfs them, 
alas \ where are now thofe golden days, when I put the 
king of France to flight in the plains of Crefly, purpled 
with the blood of thirty thon&nd Frenchmen, and took 
another king of that nation at the gates of Poitiers ! O 
how times are changed 1 no, I no longer wonder at thy 
being taken for a canon's fon. bnt who was it dethron* 
edth^? 

RICMAHn. 

Earl Derby, 

SDWAaO. 

How ? did be raife an army ? did he win a battle ? 

KICHAR0. 

Neither, he was in France on account of a quarrel 
with the grand mar(hal, for which I had expelled him 
the kingdom . the archbishop of Canterbury went over 
iecretly, and invited him to enter in(o a confpiracy. he 
palled through Bretany, arrived at London when I was 
not there, and found the people ready to rife, moft of 
the feditlous took arms : their troops amounted tp Cxty 
thouland men. every aid foribok me; the earl came 
and found me in a caftle, wherein I had (hut myfelf up. 
he had the boldnefs to enter almoft alone ; fo that I 
might then havedeftroyed him. 

EDWARD. 

Why didft thou not do it^ wretch i 



SBVARD AV1> RtCRARD« M 

RICHARD. 

Becanfe the people, whom I law on aU fides in armsi 
woald have butchered me. 

EDWARD. 

And had it not been better to have died like a man 
of courage? 

RICHARD. 

There was moreover an omen which detetted me. 

EDWARD. 

What was that? 

RICHARD. 

My bitch, which before would never fawn upon any 
but myfclf, forfook me inftantly to fawn upon the earl. 
I faw plainly what that fignified, and I told the earl as 
much. 

EDWARD. 

fignal fimplicity ! fo a dog difpofed of thy au- 
thority, thy honour, thy life, and decided the fate of 
all England, what didft thou then ? 

RICHARD. 

1 prayed the earl to put me in (afety from the fury 
of the people. 

EDWARD. 

Alas ! nothing more was wanting to thy infamy, 
but to beg thy life of the ufurper. did he give it thee 
however ? 

RICHARD. 

Yes, at (irft. he (hut me up in the Tower^ where 

B 2 



1^ EDWAEO AVD UCHAtf. 

I might have lived comfortably enough, but my friends 
Hd roe more hart than my enemies; for they attempt- 
ed to rally, in order to reicue me from my captivity, 
and to pull down the ofiirper, then, indeed, he was 
forced to difpatch me; but he had no inclination to 
be guilty of my death. 

EDWARD. 

A complete misfortune indeed ! my Ion is w:«ak 
and unequal: his virtue, ill fupported, renders him 
contemptible : he makes an alliance with his enemies, 
and provokes his fubjeds to rile againft him : he fore- 
fees not the gathering ftorm : his courage fails the mo* 
roent he is attacked: he lofes opportunities of punifhr 
ing the uliirper: he cowardly begs his life, and does 
not obtain it. O heavens I you fport with the glory of 
princes, and with the profperity of ftates. fuch is the 
grapd(bn of Edward, who conquered Philip, and laid 
Wj^fte bis l&ingdoro ! and fuch is my fon ! the Ion of 
him who took king John^ and made France and Spai^ 
tnet^bic* 



CHARLES Vn. 



A K Z> 



JOHN 

PUKE OF BURGUNDY. 

DIALOGUE III. 
Cruelty and perfidy^ it^eadoflejfenii^^ incrtafe danger $^ 



BU&GUMDT. 

NO W, that all our afiirs are ovcTi and we have 
no more concern amongft the living, prithee^ 
kt ns talk a little coolly, vby didft tboo canfe me to 
be aflafllnated \ a danpbin to be gnilty of fodi titacber]^ 
to his own blood, and to bis coiifin, who 

CHARLES. 

Who wanted to imbroil every thing, and was like 
to have nuned France, you expeded to govern ne, 
as you had done the two dauphins^ my brothers, be« 
fore me. 

BUaCUNDY. 

. 3at then to aflafCnate ! it was infamous. 

CHARLES. 

7*0 alHiflsnate was the foreft way. 



I^' CHARLES Vtl* 

BURGUNDY. 

What! in a place whither yon had drawn me by 
the mod folemn promifes ? I enter the barrier (me- 
thinks I am there dill) with l^oailles^ brother to the 
Gaptal de Buch. the perfidious Tanegay du Chatel in* 
humanly murders me^ together with poor Noailles. 

CHARLES. 

Yon may declaim as much as you pleale, Coufin ; 
but I (land to my firfl maxim : when one has to do 
with fo violent and pragmatical a fellow as you were^ 
•flaflinating is the ikfeft way. 

BURdUNbY. 

The fafeft 1 you don't confider^ fure. 

CHARLES. 

I do confider, fure : it is the fafeft way> I tell yon. 

BURGUNDY. 

Was it the fafeft way, to incur all the dangers into 
lirhlch you plunged yourlelf, by putting me to death ? 
you did yonrlelf more harm, by canfing me to be af- 
laffinated| than I could pofEblyhave done you. 

CHARLES. 

There is a great deal to be faid for me. if you had 
l^ot died, I was ruined , and France with me. 

BURGUNDY. 

Was it any intereft of mine to rain France ? I want* 
cd to govern it, and not to dcftroy or opprcfs it. you 
had better fuffered fomewhat from my jealoufy and am- 
bition, after all, I was of your biood. having a pretty 



AND JOHN OVKE OP BV&^UNDT. 3^ 

near profpe^ of rucceediDg to the crown, it wfts not a 
little my intereft te preferve it$ greataefs. I could ne- 
ver have found in my heart to combine againft Franci^ 
with the £ngli(h, her enemies : hat your treachery, 
and ray murder, laid my (otif though » good-n^tuivd 
man, under a kind of necei&ty to revenge my d^^th^ 
and join the Englilh. fuch was the fruit of yoor perr 
fidy 1 it was to form a league of the hoofe of Burgundy 
with the queen, your mother, and with tbeEngUni, to 
overturn the French monarchy.- cf^lty and perfidy^ 
far from leflening dangers, increafe them beyond mea- 
fare, as you may judge from your own experience, my 
death, by delivermg you from one enemy, rai&d yon 
others far more terrible, and put France in a iituaticm an 
hundred times more deplorable, all the provinces were 
in a flame : the whole country was one fcene of plun- 
der, and nothing lefs than miracles could have brought 
you out of the abyfs whereinto that execrable afTafE- 
nate had plunged you. after this, come again, and tell 
me, with a decifive tone, To aflaflinateis thelafeft way. 

CHARLES. 

I own yon non-plus me at reafoning, and I iee you 
are a very fubtle politician : but I (hall have my re- 
venge by matters of fa^. why do you now think it not 
good to aflaflinate ? did not you aflaffinate my uncle^ 
the duke of.Orleans i then you, doubtlefs, thought as 
I do, and were not fo much a phUofopher. 



10 CRA&LBf Vir. ftC« 

BURGUKDY. 

^ts tnie; and I was no great guner by it^ as yo» 
lee. a good proof of aflafCnation's being a bad expedt- 
ent, is its focceeding lb ill with me* had I let the dake 
of Orleans Kve, you would never have dreamed of 
taking away my life; and lb I ftonld have fonnd it 
sny advantage, he, who firft embarks in Ibcb pradices^ 
Ihoold fordee that they will land upon himleif at the 
bft. from the hour he makes an attempt upon the 
lives of others, his own hath not a quarter's lafety, 

CHARLES. 

Welly coufin, we have both been to blame r I was 
not allalGnated in my turn, Kke yoo^ but I faflfared 
firange misfbitoaes. 



LEWIS xr. 

AND T H B 

CARDINAL BESSARION. 

DIALOGUE IV. 

A pedant is not fit to govern^ but he isfiill better than 4 
imty nvho canfufer neither juftice nor bonefy. 

bEWli. 

GOOD morning, Cardinal. I (hall receive yoil 
more ciWlly to-day, than when yon came to iee 
me on the part of the pope, we (Hall no longer fall oat 
about ceremonials, all ghofts are here promifcuous^ 
and incog, ranks are quite confounded here. 

BESSARION. 

I confefs I have not yet forgot your injarious treat* 
inenty when you took me by the beard, in the very bc« 
ginning of my fpeech. 

LEWIS. ' 

That Grecian beard furprized me ; ind I wanted to 
cut (hort the harangaei which elfe had been long and 
Ibperfiuous. 

BESSARION. 

Why (b? my fpeech was one of the fineft podsble. 
I had compofed it upon the model of I&crates; I«y(ias, 
Hypertdes, and Pericles. 

LEWIS. 

Tm acquainted with none of thofe gentlemen : t^t 

C 
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you had been to fee the duke of Burgundy, my vaflaf, 
before you came to wait upon me. now, it had been 
much better to have read fewer old (ufty authors, and 
to have known better the rules of the pre(ent age. yott 
behaved yourfelf like a pedant^ who hath no knowkdgc 
of the world. 

BBSSARION. 

Yet I had throughly ftudied the laws of Draco, tholeof 
Lycurgus and Solon, the laws and republic of Plato, all 
we have extant of the ancient orators, who have govern- 
ed any people ; and, in fine, the beftfcholiaftsoD Homefj 
who have treated of the polity of a commonwealth. 

LEWIS. 

And I never read any of all thole; but 1 know that 
a cardinal fent by the pope, to get the duke of Burgundy 
reftored to my favour, ought not to have gone to fee 
him before he waited upon me. 

BESSA&ION. 

I thought I might folbw the Hyfteron Proteron of 
the Greeks : I knew alio from philofophy, that what 
is firft in ntention, is laft in execution. 

LEWIS. 

Oh t let us let alone with your philofophy, and 
come to the point. 

SESSAELIOK. 

In you 1 fte all the barbarity of the Latins, among 
whom Greece, delblate fince the taking of Ck>nftanti- 
Bople, vainly attempts to revive wit and learning. 



AND CAHDINAI. BfiSSAUmN, 1^ 

LEWIS. 

Wit confids only in good fcnfe, and not in <Ireek': 
rtafon is in all languages: you fhould have obienred 
order, and put the lord before the vafTal. the Greek* 
you (b extol, were but blockheads, if they did not know 
what is known by the raoft illiterate of men. but I can- 
not forbear laughing, when I reflect upon your manner 
of negotiating, whenever I did not agree to any of 
yonr ma^cims, all you gave me for argument, was (bme 
pafiage or other out of Sopbocles, Lycophron or Pin* 
dar. I don't know bow I come to retain thofe names, 
which I never heard mentioned but by yourielf ; but 
they have been rivetted in my bead by your eternal 
quotations of them, if the places on the Somme were 
in queftion, you cited me a ver(e of Menander or CaU 
limachtts. was I for continuing my alliance with the 
Swifs and the duke of Lorrain, againft the duke of 
Burgundy > you would prove to roe, from Gorgias and 
Plato, that it was not my true intereft. when the quef- 
tion was, whether the king of £ngland would be for or 
againfl: me ? you quoted me the example of £paminon>- 
<5as. in (hort, you entirely removed my regrets for hav- 
ing never ftudied. I would oftentimes fay within my- 
felf, Happy he who knows nothing of what others have 
laid, and who knows a little what be ought to fay him- 
felf. 

SESSARION. 

You aftoniA me by your bad tafte. I thought ^xki 
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20 LEWIS XI. 

had (ludied a good deal. I was told the king, yoarfa- 
ther, had given yon a pretty good preceptor; and that 
afterwards, when in Flanders at the duke of Bargun- 
dy*Sy your daily delight was to hear philolbphical rea- 
ibning. 

LEWIS. 

I was very young when I left the king, my father, 
Mid my preceptor. I went to the court of Burgundy, 
where wearinefs and langour reduced me now and then 
to fuhmit to the hearing of learned men: but 1 had 
foon enough of them : they were pedants, idiots like 
yourleif: they did not underdand bufinefs; nor had 
they any nption of the different characters of men : 
they knew neither bow to diilemble, to hold their peace, 
to infinuate themfelvesy to humour the padions, to find 
relburces in di£iculties, nor to fathom the defigns of o* 
thers : they were vain indt(creet wranglers, ever dwel- 
ling upon words and ufelefs trifles, full of quibble^, 
which convince no body, incapable of learning how tp 
live in the world, or of putting a conftraint upon them* 
fclvcs. I cannot bear fuch creature^. 

BESSAfllOH. 

*ris true, the Icjfned arc not ufually over-fit for 
adion, becaufe they love the repoie of the mufcs : it 
is likcwife true, that they cannot eafily conflrain thera- 
felves, or diflemble, they being above the grofs pafliops 
of man, and the flattery that tyrants require. 



'and CAHDINAL BISSAUION. St 

LEWIS. 

A^vay, long-beard) thou pedant^ bridling with Greek ; 
IhoQ lofeft the refpe^t that is doe to rae. 

BBSSARION, 

I owe yon none, the wife nan, according to the 
SioicSy and the whole fed of the Galeryy is more a king 
than ever yon were^ both in rank and power, yoa 
were never fiich, like the wife man, by a real empire 
over your pafCons : befides you now have but a fha* 
dow of royalty . between ghofl and gboft| I am as good 
as you. 

LEWf S. 

Mark the infolence of the old pedant ! 

BESSARION. 

I would yet rather be a pedant than a knave, and 
the tyrant of mankind : I did not put my brother to 
death : I detained not my Ton in confinement: I nfed 
neither poifbn nor aflafli nation to get rid of my ene- 
mies : I bad no difmal old age, like that of the tyrants 
whom Greece fb much detefted : but you are to be ex* 
cufed ; for, with a good deal of wit and vivacity, you 
gave many indications of afbmewhat difbrdered head, 
it was not for nothing that you were the Ton of a man 
who had fbrved himfelf to death, and gran4fbn to an- 
other who had been locked up fb many years, your 
fon, hiroielfy has not a very fblid head-piece; and it 
will be no fmall bappinefs to France, if the crown 
(h:il], after him, devolve to a more fenfible branch. 



32 tlWtS XI. atC» 

I.BW1S. 

I own my heid wis not altogether a feftkd one: 
I had weakneflea, gloomy vtfiont, fits of fbry; bat I 
had penetration^ coarage^ a ready wit, talents for win- 
ning mens hearts, and advancing my own aothori- 
ty. I knew well how to let afide a good«for-notbing 
pedant) and to difcover nfefol qaalities in the meaneft 
^my fabjeds s nay, even when languiflung under my 
lattilinefsy I (till retained fufficient ftrength of jadgroent 
to labour a peace with Maximilian, he looked every 
moment for my death, and endeavoured to (hift off 
the conduGon ; but, by my private emifTaries, I railed 
the Ghentefe againft him, and obliged him, much a- 
gainft his will, to make a treaty of peace with me, 
wherein he gave me for my fen, Margaret his daugh* 
ter, with a dowry of three provinces, this was my 
mafter-ftroke of politics in thofe latter days, when I was 
thought out of my (en&s. away, old pedant, go ieek 
your Greeks, who never had fo much policy in them : 
go leek your mere fcholars, who can do nothing bnt 
read, and talk of their books; who know neither how 
todeal, nor how to live with men* 

Bbssarion. 

I fiill prefer a man of learning, who is not fit for 
bufinefs, and who knows nothing bnt what he hath read, 
to a reftiefs, crafty, cnterprizing fpirit, that can fuffer 
tinther jnftice nor honefly, and overturns all man*> 
kiod. 



LEWIS XI. 

A V D 

CARDINAL DE LA BALUE. 

DIALOGUE V. 

A nmcked prince renders hu fubjeQs treacherous and 

uttfaMfiJ. 

LftWlS. 

HOW dtre yoa, vaUain^ to appear before mt^ af- 
ter all your txeacheries? 

BALUB. 

Where woaU you have roe to hide nyfelf ? am I 
flotveileaoughbidinthecrottdofgholb? wearcall 
vpon a level here bebw. 

LEWIt« 

It well becomes yoa to talk b, who were but the 
Ion of a miller of Verdun. 

BALUB* 

Hah! was not it a merit with you to be of low de* 
gree I your companion Trifian the prevot, your pby^ 
fidaa Gorier, your baiber Olivier le Diablc; chefe 
were yMrfavottritaB and miniflrra. Jayredyhad^be* 
fore me, obtained the purple by your inteMft* atw^ 
my birth was even almoft cs good as any thofe gentle* 
BKn couU preaend to* 
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LEWIS. 

None of them was guilty of fo heinoas treachery as 
^hou wert. 

BALUB. 

I <Ion't believe a word of it. if they had not beeil 
wordilefs fellows, yoa had oelther nied them fo wellj, 
aor employed them. 

LBWIS. 

Why do yoo alledge that I did not make choice of 
ihem for their merit ? 

BALUE. 

Becacrfe roerir was ever fufpicioas to you, and odN 
OQs: becaafe virtue frightened you, and yon knew not 
how to make ufe of it: becaule you would be ferved by 
none but mean ibuls, and fuch as were ready to go 
mto your intrigues, into your cheats, into your cruel* 
ties, an honed man, who dreaded to cheat, or to do 
evil, would have been good for nothing to you, who 
wanted only cheating and mifcbief, in order to gratify 
your boundlefs ambition, (ince we nHift fpeak freely 
in the land of truth, I confefs I was a worthlefs fellow ; 
but that was the reafon why you preferred roe to o- 
tiiers. did I not ierve you with a good deal of addrefs^ 
to pky off the grandees and the people ? did yon ever 
light on a more fuppk knave than myfeif, or fitter for 
all characters ? 

LEWIS. 

No, it is true : but while you deceived others, t» 
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obedience to mci you ihould not have deceived myfelfn 
you held « correCpondence with the pope, in order to 
make me abolifti the pragmatic fandlion, without con* 
fultingy whether that was agreeable to the true interefts 
of France, 

BALl^E. 

Why, did yon ever mind either France, or its true 
interefts ? you never regarded any thing but your own ; 
you wanted to take advantage of the pope ; ib I did 
but (enre you in your own lauce. 

LEWIS. 

But it was you that prompted me todifregard every 
thing that was not my prcfcnt intereft, without troub- 
ling my bead about that of my crown itfelf, to which 
my own greatnefs was inieparably joined, 

HALUE. 

By no means. I wanted you to fcH the court of 
Rome that dirty Pancart as dear as poflible. but I'll 
go farther with yon : even fuppofe I had cheated you, 
what had you to fay to me ? 

LEWIS. 

How, to fay to you ? you are a pleafant fellow truly ! 
were we again alive, I would clap you up in your cage. 

BALUE. 

Oh, I was long enough there already, if you anger 
me, I (hall not fay a word more, do you know that I 
don^t greatly fear the ill humours of a royal ghoft ? 

Vol. II. D 
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how now, you fancy yonrlclf ftill at Pleffis-kg*Totirs^ 
with your aflafCnes about you. 

LEWIS. 

No, I don't; and 'tis wdl for you I am not: but, 
in fhorty I am relblved to hear you for the oddity of 
the thing, come then, prove to me, by good argu- 
ments that you ought to betray your matter. 

BALUS. 

That paradox furprizes you; but I fiiall demon* 
(Irate it literally. 

LEWIS. 

Let us fee what he will fay. 

BALUB. 

Is it not true, that a poor miller's fon, who had ne- 
ver any other education than the court of a great king, 
ought to follow the maxims that were there with one 
conlent allowed the wiieft and be(l? 

LEWIS. 

What you fay has (bme (hadow of reafbn. 

BALUE. 

But anfwer, yes or no, without lofing your temper. 

LEWIS. 

I dare neither deny a thing that ieems fi> well found* 
ed, nor confefs what may gravel me by its confequen- 
ces. 

BALUE. 

I find I mud take your filence for a forced confef- 
lion. the fundamental maxim of all your counfels, and 
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which you diffiifed through your whde courts vna to do 
every thing for yourfelf alonet you had no regard to 
the prmces of your blood, nor to the queen, whom 
you kept in captivity, and at a diftance ; nor to the 
dauphin, whom you brought up in ignorance and con- 
finement ; nor, in fine, to the kingdom which yon ruin- 
ed by your rigorous and cruel policy, and the intereftt 
whereofyou ever poftponed to your jealoufy for tyran- 
nical power, you had no regard even to the mofl; trufly 
favourites and minifters, whom you made ufe of to de- 
ceive others, you never loved one of them, nor ever 
trufted one of them, but in time of need, you fought 
to deceive them, in their turn, as well as the reft of 
men, yon were ready to facrifice them upon the fmal- 
ieft umbrage, or for the lead advantage, one had ne- 
ver a fiire moment with you. you fported with mens 
lives; you loved no body, whom would yon have had 
to love yon ? you wanted to impofe on every body ; 
who did you think woidd give himfclf up to you with 
fincerity, and real frlend(hip, and without intereft ? 
where (hoold we have learned (uch drfinterefted fideli- 
ty ? did you deferve it i did you expe^ it i was it pof- 
£ble to praAife it with you, and in your court ? was it 
pofObie to be eight days under your roof with an bo- 
ned and lincere heart ? was not a man forced to be a 
rogue the moment he approached yon ? was not a man 
declared a villain the moment he attained your favour, 
as there was no attaining it but by villony ? fhoukl 

D 2 
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you not have took it for granted ? whoever wanted to 
preferve any honour or confciencei was obliged care* 
fully to avoid your acquaintance; and would have gone 
to the fartheft corner of the world rather than lived in 
your (crvice* when once a man is a rogue, he is a 
rogue to all the world, would you have had a foul, which 
you gangrened y and wherein to you inftiUed nothing but 
villany to all mankind, never to have ought but pure 
and (potlefs virtue^ but diGntcrefted and lieroic fidelity 
to you alone ? were you fool enough to think it ? did 
you not lay youf account, that all men would do to 
you, as you did to them ? nay, though one had been 
good and fincere to all other men, one would have been 
forced to become faJfc and wicked to you, by betraying 
you. I therefore did but follow your leilbns, and tread 
in your footQcpst 1 did but return to you what you 
gave everyday to others : 1 did but what youexpededof 
pie : I did but take for the principle of my conduct the 
principle you obferveJ, as the only one that ought to ac* 
tuateall men. you would have defpiicd any man who had 
known any other interefl than his own. 1 had no mind 
to defcrve your contempt ; and chofe rather to deceive 
you, than to be a fool according to your principles. 

LEWIS. 

I own your realbning gravels me; but why keep (e. 
cret corrcfpondence with my brother, the duke of Gui- 
enne, and with the duke of Burgundy, my crqelleft et 
Hemy ? 
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BALUE. 

It was becaofe they were your mod dangerous ene- 
mies that I combined with tbeni, in order to have a re* 
(euree agamftyou, (hould your jealoufy have ptbropted 
70a to deftroy me. I knew you vould lay your ac- 
count with my treachery ; and that you were ca|>able 
of believing it without any foundation . I 'choie rather 
to betray you, in order to efcape your hands, than pe- 
ri(h in your hands upon fufpicion, without having be- 
trayed you. in thortf I was glad^ in purfuance of your 
own maximsi to be well with both parties, and to pro- 
cure from you, in the confuiion of affiiirs, the reward 
of my fervices, which you would never have wiinngly 
granted me in time of peace, this it is, that an ungrate- 
ful, diftrbftful, deceitful prince, who loves nothing but 
himfelF, rauft exped from his minifters, 

LEWIS. 

And this it is, that a traitor, who fells his king, muft 
expcA c he is not put to death when he is a cardinal, 
but he is kept eleven years in prilbn, and (Iript of all 
his ill-got treafbres. 

BALUE. 

My only fault was, in not cheating you with due 
precaution, and in fufFering my letters to be intercept- 
ed, give me fuch another opportunity, and I'll cheat 
you again, as you delerve; but I (hall do it more cun- 
ningly, left 1 be again dcteded. 
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AMD 

PHILIP DE COMMINES. 

DIALOGUE VI. 

Thennedtneffei andcrhnet of kings cannot be concealed. 

T LEWIS. 

HE Y fty yoti have wrote my hiftory. 

COMMINES. 

It is true, Sir^ and I have fpokc of yoa like a good 
fervant. 

LEWIS. 

Bnt I am aflbred that yoa have related a great 
many things which I oouM willingly have difpenlcd 
with. 

COMMINES. 

That may be ; but, upon the wbole^ f have drawn 
t very fiivourable ptdure of you. would yoa have had 
me an eternal flatterer, inftead of an hiflorian f 

LEWIS. 

You ought to have fpoke of roe like a fubjed load-- 
ed with his matter's favours. 

COMMINES. 

That is the way to be believed by no body, gra*- 
titude is pot the thing looked for in an hiftory : on 
the contrary, 'tis that which renders it fufpedled. 
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LEWIS. 

"Why muft ibme people have fiich tn itch of writ- 
ing ? can't they let Uie dead ly, without blading their 
memory? 

COMMINCS. 

Yours was ilrangdy bladcened befint I wrote: I 
endeavoured to fbften the impreiEons already made : I 
let forth allycftir good qualities, aadckand yoii of all 
odious imputations, what could I do better? 

I.BW18. 

Either have been filent, or defended me in eveiy 
thing, they (ay you have repre(ented all my grimaces 
and diftortionsy when I talked all alone to mjriclf, all 
my intrigues with mean people, they fay you have 
taken notice of tiie intereft my prevot, phyfeian, bar- 
ber, and taylor had with me; you have eicpoied my 
old clothes to view, they fiiy you have not forgot my 
petty devotions, efpecially towards the latter end of 
my days ; my eagernefs to amafs relics, to have myidf 
anointed from head to foot with the oil of the holy 
phial, and to perform pilgrimages, whereby I always 
pretended to be cured, you have made mention of my 
litde leaden madonna, which I ufed to kifs, whenever 
I meant to do a wicked deed ; in fine, of thecffofs of 
St. Lo, by which I never dared to (wear without ne* 
fblving to keep my oath } becaufe I flioukl have ex* 
pedted to die within the year, had I broke it. now aU 
that is very ridiculous. 
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COMMIHES. 

Is not all that true ? could I hofli it? 

LEWIS. 

You might havefaid nothing of it. 

COMMIHES, 

Yon might have done nothing of it. 

LEWIS. 

But it was done^ and yoo ihould not haTetoM it^ 

COMMINES. 

But it was done, and I could not cooceal it from 
pofterity. 

LEWIS. 

How ! may not (bme things be concealed ? 

COMMINES. 

And do you think a king can be concealed after his 
death, as you concealed certain intrigues in your life- 
time? I (hould have done no good by my filence; 
and fliould have hurt my own charaOer. be iatisfied 
that I could have faid much worfe^ and been believed ; 
and I did not chufe it. 

LEWIS. 

What I ought not hiRory to reverence kings ? 

COMMINES, 

Ought not kings to reverence hiftory and pofterity^ 
whole cenfure they cannot efcape ? thofe who would not 
be ill fpoke of, have only one way of preventing it; 
and that is^ to do well. 
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CHARLES 



IJUKE OF BURGUNDY- 



DIALOGUE VII. 

fricied tneny who know nothing of true virtue y fy deceh* 
ingf and dijirufling others ^ come to be deceived them* 
/elves. 



I Am fi>rry^ coafin^ for the misfortones that have b€- 
£dlen you. 

BUKGUNDY* 

It was you that were the cade of them^ yoa de* 
ceived me. 

LEWIS. 

It was your pride and pafGon that deceived you. 
.have you forgot that I gave you notice of a man's 
^having made me an offer to difpatch you ? 

Vol.. n. E 
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BURGUNDY. 

I could not believe it : for I imagined that if tbe 
thing had been trae, yo« wndd not have had honefiy 
enough to give roe notice of it^ and that you had invent- 
ed it purpofely to pttt me in feaf , by making me fa(peft 
all thofe I employed, foeh a tndk waa ^ite inchttae- 
ter with you ; and I couM not be mucfi bkmed for lay- 
ing it to your charge, who would not have been de- 
ceived as well as I, at a time when you wore good and 
fincere i 

lEWId. 

I grant (hat my Cncerity was not often to be trail- 
ed : but ItiU it bad been betlerfoliave tcvfted me, than 
the traitor Campobacfae^ who fold thre for fix >?H^fini? 

crowns. 

BUEGUNOr. 

Will you have me to f peak freely, now thatin Pluto's 
dominions we have no more to do with policy, we 
both went upon ftrange masdms ; nci&er of ns had any 
notion of virtue, tn focn a utMttidQ, by cuunmisg 
every body^ one frequently perlecutes good men, and 
then (alls a prey, throagjh a kindof necefity, to the firil 
comer; and this firft comer U c o m won i y m viflain,who 
infinuates himfetf by flattery, but, in themaifti waf 
temper was better than yoon. I was hafty, and fome- 
what four m my humour % out I was netdier oeeeitRil 
nor crael like yon. iiave yoa ibrgot, diat, at die €0»- 
ftrence of Conflans, yoa coofeftd to tnr^ tfuiri vrai 
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^te a gentkmany and that I luul hononraUy kept to 
you the promile I had ^ven the archbUhop of Nar? 
bonne? 

Pibawt thofe were only flatleii&g fpeeches I then 
made to amnfe 70a, and to detach you from the other 
faeadsof the league. I well knew that praiCog was the 
way tocoByyon. 
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LEWIS XII. 

DIALOGUE Vin. 

Generojity andhonefly arefurer maxims of policy^ than 

cruelty and cunning, 

LEWIS XI. 

IF I midake not^ there is one of my fucceflbrs, 
though ghofls have no majefly here helow, I imar 
gine this ipay haye been fome king of France; for I 
perceive the other (hades pay it refpedt^ and ipeak 
French to it. who art thou, pray ? 

fcEWJ* XII. 

I am the duke of Orleans, who became {ling by the 
name of Lewis xii, 

LEWIS XI. 

How didft thou govern my kingdom? 

LEWIS XI|. 

In a way quite different from thine: thou madeft 
thyfelf feared; I roadie my felf beloved, thou didft be- 
gin to burden the people; I eafed them of their bur- 
dens, and preferred their peace to the glory of jcon? 
jc^uering my enemies. 
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LEWIS XI. 

Then thoa kncweft little aboot the art of reigniiig* 
it was I who acquired my focceflbrs a boundlefi power ; 
St was I who difibWed the leagues of princes and lords ; 
it was I who levied imroenle funis. I difcovered the 
lecrets of others^ and knew how to conceal my own. 
cunningy haugbtineis^ and feverity, are the true ma- 
xims of government. 1 am mvch afraid thoo baft (jx>H» 
ed all, asdj^atthy ibftnefs hath deftroycd my whole 
work. 

LEWIS XII. 

I fliewed by the fuccefs of my maxims, that thine 
were lalfe and pernicious. I made my (Hf beloved. I 
lived in peace without forfeiting my honour, (bedding 
blood, or ruining my people, ^y memory is odious ; 
mifie is honoured, during ray life, my (bbjeds were 
futhftd to me ; after my death they bewail me, and 
fear they will never get fo good a king again, when 
one is fo great a gainer by generofity and honefty, be 
muft needs delpife cruelty and cunning. 

. LEWIS XI. 

A fine fyfiem of phibfophy, which thou haft doubt- 
lefs learned in that long confinement, wherein I am 
told thoQ didft languilh before thy alcending the 
ihrone. 

.■ LEWIS XII. 

That confinement was lefs (hamefnl than thine at 
feronne. behold the cfiedt of cunning and deceil I « 
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man g^ bimfelf nabbed \f bit enemies: honefty 
wmU ncter expofe Ua t» fe |Mal 4iafctB. 

Liwia XI. 

Bot I bad addreft tnoogb to gel oiM«r ibe dnhi of 
Bir|nady'i ckitcbes. 

i^iwia xif. 

Yet, by tbe power of monay^Wbemnth tbod Adft 
btibe bii fervanit; and by (hamefbUy aitcndhig Urn 
to tbe ratn of iby aUiet, tbe people of Liefe^ wbicb 
tboQ wert obliged to witnefs. 

IBWIt Xl« 

Didft tbon extend tbe bonndt of Ibe kbfdom at I 
did? I annexed to tbe crown tbe dutcby of Borgimi*- 
dy^ tbe connty of Ploveoce, and erenGuienne 8oo» 

LBWIt XII* 

I miderihnd tbee; tbon kacwefttbe artof aiak<- 
ing away with a biodier^ m order to inherit bii por> 
lion, tbootodieft advantage of die nitlbrtone of tbe 
dake of Bargondy » wbo wat running headlong to hia 
deftroAion, tboa didft gain tbe ooonlUtor of the cOOtt* 
ty of Provence, in order to catch bit (ucceflion. for my 
part| I am content with having got BiCMny by a law* 
tai match with the betieia of that hoo&i whom I br- 
fld| and whom I eTponlfld after thy fim'a death. baGdea^ 
I was left intent upon acquiring new fubje^ than 
npon making fiuthfbl and happy tbofe I bad already. 
I experienced too» by the wars of Na^ and MQfam^ 
bow bortfiil remoio oonqiueib are to n flate* 
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LBWIf XC« 

I fie flatidy dioa haft had Aeitber anibiltoQ 0or 
gfisins* 

LSWIS XII. 

I lud none of Aat fidfe and deoekfbl gentos which 
rendered Aee b odtont, orof diaftunbitfcHiy which 
places honour in difregarding fincerity and julHce. 

LB WIS XI, 

Thou ipeaMl too oMich, 

1«WIS XIS. 

*Tbthoa that haft often fpoke too modi, haftdion 
fetgot the mctchantof B a oi dea c xy whofetded in Eng* 
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THE 

CONSTABLE 

or 

BOURBON 

AND 

BAYARD. 

DIALOGUE IX. 
A u fuver kntftJto takei^ arnu againfi 9ttr coiMfym 

CONSTABLE. 

Is not that poor Bayard, I fee, at the foot of the tree 
(Iretched upon the grafs, and difmally wounded I 
yes, it is himfelf. alas ! I pity him. this day have fid- 
len by our arms, Vandenefle and he, two Frenchmen^ 
who, for their courage, were omamenu of their na* 
tion. I feel my heart dill touched for my country, bat 
I'll ftep forward and fpeak to him. Ah, poorBayard^ 
'tis with grief I fee thee in this condition. 

BAYA&D. 

Tis with grief I fee you too. 

CONSTABLfi. 

I can well imagine that thou art forry to find thy* 
lelf in my bands by the fiite of war. but I will by no 
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means treat thee like a prilbner. I will keep thee as a 
good friendy and take as much care of thy woands, as 
if thqa wert my own brother ; fo thoa (houldft not be 
fony to fee me. 

BAYARD. 

Ah) do you think I am not fbrry to lie under an 
obligation to France's greateft enemy ? 'tis neither my 
captivity, nor my wound, that gives me pain. I Hiall 
die in a few moments ; and death will deliver me out 
of your hands. 

CONSTABLE. 

No, my dear Bayard, I hope my endeavours wilt 
prove fuccefsful towards your recovery. 

BAYARD. 

I deCre it not ; and am content to die. 

CONSTABLE. 

What ails thee then ? art thou inconfolable for be- 
ixig vanquiihed, and made prifoner in Bonivet*s re- 
treat? it is not thy fault, but his. the fortune of 
arms is variable, thy glory is fuificiently eRablKhed 
by thy great a6^ions. the Imperialifts will never be able 
to forget that vigorous defence of Mezieres againft 
them. 

BAYARD. 

For my part I can never forget that you are that 
high conftable, that prince of the nobleft blood in the 
world, who is labouring with his own bands to tear nt 
pieces his country, and the kingdom of bisanceftors. 

Vol. n. F 
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CONSTABLE. 

What; Bayard; I commend thee, and thou con- 
demned me ! I pity thee, and thou infulteft me ! 

BAYARD. 

If you pity me, I pity you too ; and think you much 
more to be pitied than !• I leave the world with a 
Ipotlefs character. I have facrificed my life to my 
duty ; I die for my king and my country, efteemed by 
the enemies of France, and regretted by all true French- 
men* my condition challenges envy. 

CONSTABLE. 

But I am victorious over an enemy who hath af- 
fronted me. I revenged myfclf of him ; I drive him 
out of the Milanefe ; I make all France feel her mif- 
fortune in having loft me, by her fo provoking me : cal- 
left thou this a Ctuation to be pitied i 

BAYARD. 

Yes, a man is always to be pitied when he z&s con- 
trary to his duty : 'tis better to fall fighting for one's 
country, than to conquer and triumph over her. ah ! 
how horrid a glory to deftroy one's native country ! 

CONSTABLE. 

But my country proved ungrateful after the many 
(crvices I had rendered her. niadam caufed me to be 
unworthily treated out of a love-pique, the king, 
through weaknefs, for her, did me an hainous piece of 
injuftice. I was not only deprived of my eftate, but my 
very fervants, Matignon and Argougcs, were taken 
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from me; and I was forced to fly for my life almoft 
9loiie: now^ what wouldft thou have had me done? 

BAYARD. 

AVhy, to baye fiiffered every kind of hardfliip, ra- 
ther than fail in what yoa owed to France, and to the 
grcatneit of yonr own honfe. if the perfecadon was 
too violent, yoa might have retired ; bat you had bet- 
ter been poor, onknown, ufelefs, than have taken up 
arms againfi as. your gjbry had been complete in po- 
verty, or in the rooQ miferable exile. 

CONSTABLE.. 

But {bed thon not, diat revenge joined ambition, in 
order to drive me to this extremity i I had a mind to 
make the king repent hb ill ulage of me. 

BAYARD. 

Yqu (hould have made him repent it by a patience 
proof to all attacks, which is a no lefs heroic virtne 
than coarage. 

CONSTABLE. 

Bot did the king, who was fb nnjafl and lb blind- 
ed by his mother, delerve that I (hould have flich a 
regard for him ? 

BAYARD. 

If the king did not deferve it, the whole kingdom 
of France did. nay, the dignity of the crown, to which 
you were one of the neared heirs, deferved it. yon 
owed to yourielf to (pare France, whole king you might 
one day have been. 
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CONSTABLE. 

Well, I was to blame, I confefs ; bat knoweft thoa 
not how hard it is fbr the beft hearts to deny their re- 
fen tment ? 

BAYARD. 

I know it well : but true courage confiils in lelf- 
dcnial. if you know your fault, make hade to repair 
it : as for me, I die, and count yon more to be pitied 
in your pro(perity, than me in my fufferings. although 
the emperor fhould not deceive you ; though he (hould 
even give you his Gfler in marriage, vand (hare France 
with you; he would never efface the (bin that ble- 
tnlfhes your life. theconftableofBourbonarebel! ah! 
what foul difgrace ! hear Bayard dying as he lived, and 
not ceafing to tell the truth . 



LEWIS xn. 



AND 



FRANCIS L 

DIALOGUE X. 

'7// better to be a good king thana^reat conqueror. 



L£W1S %\u ' 

DEAR coofin, tell me ibme news of France. lever 
loved my fiibjeds as my children. I confefs I 
am in pain for them, yon were very young in every 
refpefty when I left you the crown, how have yon 
governed my poor kingdom ? 

FRANCIS I. 

1 have met with fome misfortanes ; but if you would 
have me be free with 3^U) my rdgn has reflected much 
more ludre upon France than ever yours did. 

LEWIS XII. 

Oh, my Gody 'twas that luflre I always feared; { 
knew you from your infancy to be of a difpofition to 
ruin the finances, to hazard every thing for war, to 
bear nothing with patience, to fubvert all order within 
the (late, and to create all manner of cbnfufion; on puN 
pofe to be talked of. 
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'FRANCIS i; 

Thu i are old people always prepoflefled againft thofe 
who are to be their faccpiTor^; but the real truth is^ I 
maintained a dreadful war againft Charles V. emperor, 
and kingof §paiQ, i^ Jtaly I yron the f§mous battles 
of Marignaa over theSwifs, and of (Zler^foles over the 
Imperialifts. I faw the king of England confederated 
with the emper^ agaiqft France, and I rendered their 
joint efforts inefFedtaal : I cultivated the fciei^ces : I 
deferved to be immortalized by men of letters : I re- 
vived the Auguftan age in my court. I there introdu- 
ced magnificence, pplittnefs, erfidition, and gallantry, 
^ill my time eyery tlfipg W99 rpije, poor, ignorant, 
Gauliih ; in fio^, } go^ my ielf (liled thef athjer of learsing. 

LEWIS XII. 

That waf no^iLs ; and I would ^y no means leflen the 
glory of it: but ftill I had rather you had been father 
of the people, than father of 1/earning. have you left 
Ihe French io f ^e and plenty ? . 

FRANCIS I. 

No; but my &>n, who is ypuqg, will carry on the 
war ; and it will fall to his (hare at length to eafe the 
draiajcd people, you {pared them ipore than I have 
doae; but then you were but a lorry warriour. 

LEWIS XII. 

And you were, doubtlefs, a very fuccefsful one. 
what are your copquefts I did you take the kingdom of 
Naples ? 
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FRANCIS 1. 

No; I had other expeditions to perform. 

LEWIS xii. 

Yoa have preferved theMilanefe atletfft ! 

FRANCIS I. 

A great many unfoi-eleen accidents befel me. 

L£WIS XII. 

What then ! hasCharlesV. taken it from you ? havd 
you loft any battle? ipeak; thou dart^ft iiot tdl all. 

FRANCIS I. 

I was taken in a battle at Pavia. 

LEWIS XII. 

How taken ! alas, into what abyfs hath evil coun» 
fel plunged him ! 'tis thus then you furpafled me in 
war. you have re-involved France in the roiferies (he 
faffered under king Jbhn. O poor France, how do 
I pity thee ! I plainly forefaw it. well, I underftand 
yoa, yon have been fain to part with whole provin- 
ces, and to pay immenfe fums. fuch is the upfliot 
of that pride, that haughtinefs, that raflmefs, that 
ambition ! and how goes the adhiiniftration of juf* 
tice ? 

FRANCIS I. 

It afforded me great refonrces. I fold all the of- 
fices. 

LEWIS XII. 

And the judges who t)Ought them Mil fell juftice in 
their turn, but were the many (ums levied upon the 



^ tEWlS XII. 

people dniy applied towards raiCng and maintaining 
the armies with oeconomy ? 

FRANCIS I. 

A part of them was reqaiCte for tlie magnificence 
of my court. 

LBWIS XII. 

Ill engage your miftrefles have had a greater (hare 
of it than the beft o£Eicers in the army ; infbmuch that 
the people is ruined ; war ftiU flaming ; juftice become 
venal ; the court given up to all the follies of gailan- 
tifh women ; in (hort, the whole ftatc in diftrefs. fuch 
is that fhining reign which hath fo far eclipfed mine, 
a little moderation would have done you much more 
honour. 

FRANCIS I.. 

But I have done many great things which have made 
me extolled as a hero : I am called the great king 
Francis. 

LEWIS XII. 

That is, you have been flattered for your money ; 
and you were willing to be a hero at the expence of 
the (late ; the profperity alone of which (hould have 
conftituted all your glory. 

FRAN<!lS I. 

NOy the prai(es bellowed on roe were lincere. 

LEWIS XII. 

Ah I was there ever any king fo weak or fo corrupt, 
ms not to have had as Qiany praifes given him as you 
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reoelvcd. fhcw me the moft tin worthy of all princes, 
and I fhall (hew yon him as highly extolled as ever 
you were, after that, purchafe praife^ ifyoo chufe it, at 
the price of fo much blood, and of fo many fomt that 
ruin a kingdom. 

FRANCIS I. 

I had the glory, however, of bearing up with con« 
fiancy under my misfortunes. 

LEWIS XII. 

You had done better never to have brought yonrr 
lelf into the need of difplaying that conflancy. the 
people wanted no fuch heroifm. did the hero never 
weary in his confinement ? 

FRANCIS I. 

Yes, doubtlefs; and I bought liberty very dear. 



Vol. II. 



CHARLES V. 



O F 



FRAN C E, 



AND 



A YOUNG MONK 



O F 



S^- JUS T. 



DIALOGUE XI. 

Difqtuet often drives men tofolitude; but thofe tuho are 
ufed to the buftle of the nuorldy cannot eafily accuftom 
thmfelves to retirements 

CHARLES. 

COME, brother, 'tis time to be ftirring ; you flcep 
too much for a young novice, who ought to be 
vigilant and fervent. 

MONK. 

When would you have me flcep, if not while I am 
young ? fleep is not incompatible with fervour. 
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CHARLES. 

Wlkcn a perfbn loves the fervice, he is foon a- 
wake4. 

MOKK. 

Yes, at your majefty's age; but at mine one fleeps 
upon his feet, 

CHARLES. 

Wdl> brofber, it belongs to perfbns of my age to 
roufe the over-drowfy youth. 

MONK. 

And have you got nothing better to do after fo 
long difturbing the whole world's repofe I can you not 
leave me mine ? 

CHARLES. 

Though one rife here betimes, methinks one has 
reft enough in this profound (blitude. 

MONK. 

I underftand your facred majefty ; when ycu get up 
early here, you find the day wondrous long, having 
been accuftomed to greater motion: come, own it 
frankly ; you weary of having nothing here to do but 
to pray, to wind up your clocks, and to wake poor no- 
vices, who have no ftiare in the caufe of your lan- 
guor. 

CHARLES. 

1 have yet twelve domeftics which I refcrved my- 
felf. 
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MONK. 

That is but forry converfation for a man who cor- 
re(]^onded with all the nations of the known world. 

CHARLES. 

I have a little nag to ride out upon in this beauteous 
valley, which is adorned with oranges, myrtles, pome- 
granates, laurels, and with a thoufand different flow- 
ers, at the foot of thele beautiful mountains of £ftre- 
madura, covered with innumerable flocks* 

MONK. 

All tho(e are (ine things, but they do not fpeak. yoa 
could wi(h for a little noife and buftie. 

ClfARLES. 

I have a penfion of an hundred thoufand crowns. 

MONK. 

But badly paid, the king, your (on, is not very 
pundlual. 

CHARLES. 

'Tis true that people, who have flript and degraded 
thcrafelvcs, arc very foon forgot. 

MONK. 

Did you not lay your account with that, when you 
parted with your crowns ? 

CHARLES, 

I am very (endble it muft be fo. 

MONK. 

If you laid your account with it, why do you won- 
der to fee it happen ? keep to your firft fcheme : re* 
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Boance all tfaiogs; forget all things ; no longer defire 
any tbxog; beat reftyoarielf, and let others be at reft 
with yoiu 

CHARLES. 

But I find my foni after the battle of Saint Qpintitty 
has not known how to improve the vidory ; he (hoaU 
have been at Paris by this time, the coant d'Egroont 
has gained him another battle at Gravelines, and he is 
lofing all bis advantages, there is Calais re-taken from 
the £ngli(h by the dnke of Goife. tlie fame dake hath 
taken Thionville, in order to cover Metz. ah ! my 
Ion governs badly : he follows none of my conniels : 
he pays me not my penfion : he defpiles my conduct, 
and the mod fiiithful (ervants I employed, all this 
vexes and difqoiets me. 

MONK. 

And came yon to (eek repole in this retreat, only 
npon condition, that the king, your (on, (hould make 
conqaefts, (hould take all your advice, and finilh the 
execution of all your projcdts? 

CHARLES. 

No ; but I thought he would have behaved better. 

MONK. 

Since you have quited all for repoie, enjoy it, 
whatever happen ; let the king, your fon, do as he wiU : 
make not your tranquillity to depend upon the wars^ 
which torment the world, you left it for no other 
end) but to hear no more of it. but, lay the truth. 
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joa kBfv vary littk thont ifttremcviliriiCB ]roii fiifl 
ibaiht it. It was ^blo^gb di%itte^ tfait yon defind 
rq>ole. 

CRAftllS. 

Altfy ehiU! thou fayeft too irne) and God grant 
thoo may'ft not have miftaken tbyfeif, as I ^d, wben 
Ihon didft quit the vrorld to enter upon this Bovi- 
ctate. 



CHARLES V. 

O F 

SPAIN, 

AH D 

FRANCIS I. 

O F 

FRANCE. 

DIALOGUE XII. 

jfMpke mui ii^ftM^/s are to be/wndonffmbanmarani 

couTi^e, 

CHARLES V. 

NO Wy Aat all onr qmurrels we «t n eadJ, mt 
might do worle than cotne to an eclatrcifle<- 
ment conceroiiig die vexations ixte have gtvaa «ach 
other. 

TRANCIS I. 

You often dealt imJQftljr and decdifetly by vk. t 
nerer did yoa any bam but \Pf tbe Iffws of war: but 
yon extorted from me, while I was in confioenent, iShB 
homage of the coanty of Fkoders^ thevaf&Uvailei 
himfelf of force to give lawto his Ibveietgn. 

CHARLES V. 

• Ton were freeto renoonee 4t oriMlt. 
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FRANCIS I. 

Is a man free in confinement ? 

CHARLES V. 

Weak men are not free there; but when a perlbn 
has true coarage, he is free every where, if I had aiked 
yonr crown of you^ would your impatience of confine-* 
ment have reduced you to yield it up to me? 

FRANCIS I. 

Ko, doubtlefs : I would fboner have died than been 
guilty of fuch bafenefs ; but, as for the dependency of 
the county of Flanders, I gave it up to you through 
wearinefs of captivity ; through fear of being poilbn- 
ed ; through a deCre of returning to my kingdom, where 
every thing flood in need of my prefence; in fine, by 
realbnofmy languifhing (late, which threatened me 
ymth. approaching death : and I adlually believe I Ihould 
have died but for the arrival of my filler. 

CHARLES v. 

Kot only a great king, but a true gentleman, would 
rather die than give a promife, unlefs he refblved to 
keep it, at whatever cod. nothing is fo (hameful as to 
fity one has not had courage to fufier ; and that a man 
has delivered himfelf by forfeiting his honour, if yon 
were perfiiaded that it was unlawful for you to fiicrifice 
the dignity of your dominions to the liberty of your 
perfon, you (hould have had the refolution to die in 
captivity ; you (hould have lent orders to your fub- 
jefls no longer to count upon you^ and to crown your 
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crowns ; to (pend one part ofyour life in brotherhoods^ 
vows, pilgrimages^ oratories, with Feuillants, Ml* 
nims, and Jeromltcs brought from Spain ; and the o« 
ther with your infarooas minions: to be ever carving 
and pafting of images, and diving at the fame time in- 
to the curiofities of magic, into the impiety and po** 
licy of Macbiavel : in fine, to mn at the ring like a wo- 
man ; to treat yoar minions with repafts ferved by na- 
ked women with difhevelled hair ; and then to play the 
devotee, every where bunting after hermitages ! what 
inconfiftency ! and indeed they fay Miron your phyfi- 
6ian aflured, that that malignant humour, which oc- 
caGoned fo many extravagant oddities, would fooh 
bring you either to death or diftra£liot>. 

HENRY. 

' All that was neccflary in order to humoar different 
tempers. I indulged the debauched in pleafures, and 
was godly with the devotees, in order to poflefs both« 

MONTrENSIER. 

And very well you poflefied them, 'twas that made 
people fay you were good for nothing, but to be dipt 
for a monk. 

HENRY. 

I have by no means forgot thofe fcifTars you (hew- 
ed every body, laying you wore them to clip me. 

MONTrENSlER. 

You had affronted me enough to deferve that in- 
fult. 
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HENRY, 

But, after all, what couldldo ? I had to pleafe alt 
parties. 

MONTFENSIER. 

It is not pleafing them, to betray weaknefs, diffima- 
lation andhypocrify on all fides. 

HEMRir. 

So you may talk at yoar eafe. but one (lands is 
need of a great many people, when he finds (o many 
ready to revolt. 

MONTFENSIXR. 

Behold yoar coufin the king of Navarre ! yon foond 
all your kingdom in fabje^Hon, and you left it in the 
flames of a cruel civil war. he, without difHrnulation, 
maflacre,orhypocrify, hath conquered the whole king- 
dom which refufed to acknowledge him ; he kept the 
Hugonots in his intereft, though he quitted their re- 
ligion, he won die hearts of all the Catholics, and dif* 
fblved the powerful league, think not to excufe your- 
felf ; things are to be eftimated by the effeds they avc 
made to produce^ 



HENRY III. 



AND 



HENRY IV, 



DIALOGU£ XIV. 

735^ difference between a khtg, nnho by crueky andcufp' 
ningy makes himfelf feared and bated^anda king ivba 
makes himfelf beloved iy hUJtncerity and difinterefl^ 
ednefs, 

REKRY III, 

AH ! my poor coufin^ yon are fallen intotbeiame 
misfortiine with myielf. 

•HENRY IV. 

My death was violent like yours : but none regret- 
ted you lave your minions; and that becaufe of the 
immenfe wealth you (b profulely lavilhed upon them, 
as for roe, every family in France lamented me, as 
their common father. I fhall in after- ages -be propofcd 
as a pattern of a good and wife king. I was J>eginniog 
to bring fhe kingdom into peace, plenty, and good 
order. 

HENRY III. 

When I was killed at Saint-Cloud, I had already 
overthrown the league ; and Paris was on the point of 
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furrenderlng; To that I (hould foon have recovered my 
authority. 

HENRY IV. 

But which way could you recover your blackened re- 
putation ? you were accounted a knave, an hypotnte, 
a profane, effeminate, and diflblute peribh. when obce 
a man has lod the reputation of probity and honour, 
he never hath a quiet and fecure authority, you got 
jid of the two Guifes at Blois, but you could never get 
rid of all thofe who detefied your impofturcs. 

HENRY III. 

Hah ! don*t you know that the art of diflembling 
is the art of reigning ? 

HENRY IV. 

That is one of the fine maxims that Duguaft, and 
fome others inflilled into you. The abbe d*£lbeney and 
the other Italians, had filled your head with the poli- 
tics of Machiav^l. the queen, your mother, had train- 
ed you up in thofe notions ; hut (he found good realbn 
to repent it : (he met with what (he deferved : (he had 
taught you to be unnatural ; and unnatural you proved 
to her. 

HENRY III. 

But how can one deal fincercly, and confide in men, 
who are all fo dilguifcd and corrupted ? 

HENRY IV. 

You think (b, becaufe you never faw honeft men, 
and do not think there can be any fuch in tiie world ; 
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but you did not feek after them ; on the contrary^ 
yoa (hunned them, and they (hnnned you; they were 
fafpicioas and obnoadous to you. you wanted profli- 
gate mifcreantSy who (hould invent you new pleafures^ 
who (hould be capable of the blacked crimes, and in 
whofe company nothing fhould put you in mind of ei- 
ther violated religion or virtue, with fuch morals 'tis 
impofBble to find men of worth, as for me, I found 
fome : I kn^w how to employ them in my council, in 
foreign negotiations, in divers capacities ; for infiance. 
Sully, Jeannin, d'OlTat, &c. 

HENRY III. 

To hear you talk, one would take you for a Cato ; 
but your youth was as irregular as mine. 

HENRY IV. 

Tis true, I was inexcufable in my (hameful paf- 
lion for the women ; but, in all my irregularities, I was 
never either a deceitful, wicked, or profane perfon ; I 
was only weak, misfortune proved of great fervice to 
me; for I was naturally indolent, and too much adr 
dialed to pleafure. had I been bom a king, I (hould 
have, perhaps, di(honoured myfelf ; but ill fortune to 
overcome, and my kingdom to conquer, laid me under 
the nece(Gty of riling above myfelf. 

HENRY III. 

How many fine oppor|unities did you lofe of fub- 
4uing your enemies, while you loitered on the banks 
of the Garonne 9 and fighed for the countefs qf 
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Gaiche ? yoo were like Hercules at Omphale's diftaC 

HENRY IT. 

I cannot deny it: but Coutras^ ^^iTi Arques^ 
Fontune-FrancoUe make (bme amends. 

HENRY III. 

And did not I gain the battles of Jamac and Mob- 
contour. 

HENRY IV. 

Yon did; bat king Henry ni. ill (upported the 
hopes that had been conceived of the duke of Anjou. 
Henry i v. on the contrary, out-did the king of Kavarre. 

HENRY III. 

So you think I have not heard of the dutchefs of 
Beaufort, of the marchionefs of Verneuil, of the— • 
but I cannot enumerate them all, fo many were there 
of them. 

HENRY IV, 

I dilbwn none of them, and (land condemned: but 
I made myfelf both beloved and feared. I detefted that 
carnal and deceitful policy with which you were (b poi- 
(bned, and which occafioned all your misfortunes. I 
made war with vigour, abroad I concluded a fblid 
peace; at home I regulated the ftate, and rendered it 
flourifhing. I reduced the great men to their duty ; 
nay, even the mod infolent favourites : and all this 
without deceiving, without aiTafllnating, without doing 
any injufHce, confiding in perfbns of worth, and pla- 
cing all my glory in the eafing of my people. 
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DUKE 
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M A Y E N N E. 

DIALOGUE XV. 
Misfortunes fmdie great heroes ^ and good kings. 

HBNRY. 

COofin, 1 have forgot all that is paft^ and am very 
glad to fee you. 

MAYENNE. 

You are too good, Sir, to forget my faults; there 
js nothing I would not do to hlot out die remembrance 
of ibem. 

HENRY. 

Let US take a turn in that walk betwixt the two 
canals ; and we'U talk over affairs. 

MAYBNNE. 

1*11 wait on yoor majefty with pleafnre. 
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HENRY. 

Welly couGn^ I am no more that poor Beraeie they 
wanted to expel the kingdom, do you remember the 
time when we were at Arques, and when yon fent 
word to ParlSy that you had driven me toibe fea-Gde; 
and that I had now no way to efcape, but' by throw- 
ing myfclf in? 

MAYENNC. 

It is true ; but it is alio true, that yon wero upon 
the point of yielding to your adverle fortune; and 
thauyou would haye ^-etreated into England, bad not 
Biron reprefented to you the coniequences of fuch a 
ftep. 

HENRY. 

You fpeak freely, coufin ; nor do I take it amifs ; . 
come, fear nothing, and out with whatever you have 
in your mind. 

MAYENNE. ' ^ 

I have, perhaps, faid too much : for kings don't 
chufe to have things caUed by their names, they are 
To accuftomed to flattery, that they make it a part of 
Ihcir dignity, the honed freedom with which we fpeak 
to other men, offends them ; they will not have us 
to open our mouths but in their praife and admira- 
tion, we mufl: not treat them like men; we mud fay 
they are always and every where heroes. > 

HENRY.' 

You talk Co knowingly, that 'tis plain you have had 
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fome ex|)erience. that has been the way you were fiat* 
tered and idolized| while you were king of Paris. 

MAYEDNB. 

It IS true^ I was amufed with abundance of idle flat-> 
terieS) which fed me with faUe hope^^ and made me 
commit Come great faults. 

HENKY. 

For ray part^ I was indruAed by my ill fortune: 
iiich leflbns are harfh, but wholefom; and I (hall ever 
retain fo mUch good from them^ as to be more willing 
than any body to hear truth concerning myfelf. tell 
it me then, dear coufin, if you love me. 

MAYENNE. 

All our miftakes proceeded from the notion we had 
conceived of you in your youth ; we knew the ladies 
were your conftant amufement ; that the countefs of 
Gaiche had made you loie all the advantages of the 
battle of Coutras ; that you had been jealous of your 
couGn the prince of Conde, who feemed more fteady, 
more ferious, and more ailiduous than you in applica-* 
tion to public affairs, and who had a good underdand- 
ing and great virtue, we looked upon yon as a fbft 
and effeminate perlbn, whom the queen -mother had 
fooled with a thoufand love-intrigues, who had done 
any thing requited of him at Bartholomew- tide to- 
wards the innovation of religion; who had alfo fub« 
mitted, after the conf'piracy of La Mole, to whatever 
the court had a mind, in fine, we hoped to have an 
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eafy purchafe of you.....«-bat, in trntb, Sit, I can no 
more : Vm all in a fwcat, and out of breath ; yoar ma- 
jefty is as light and clever, as I am &t and unwieldy* I 
can no longer keep pace with you* 

HENRY. 

'Tis true, coufin, I have taken pkalure in tiring 
you ; but it is the only harm I fhall ever do you in my 
life. fi> fiaUh, pmy, what you have begun. 

MAYENNE. 

You furprized us not a little, when we iaw yon on 
horfe-back, night and day, performing adionswithan 
incredible vigour and diligence, at Cahors, at Laufe in 
Cafcony, at Arques in Normandy, at Yvry before Pa- 
ris, at Arnay-le-Duc, and at Fontaine-Francoiie : you 
had the art to win the confidence of the Catholics, with- 
out loling the Hugonots; you chofeperibns capable and 
worthy of your truft for bufiaefs. yon confulted them 
without jealouTy, and knew how to make ufe of their 
good advices, without fulFering yourfelf to be govern* 
ed : you were every where before-hand with us; you 
were become quite another man, fteady, vigilant, la- 
borious, as exad in all your duties as wc formerly had 
tliought you otherwiie. 

HENRY. 

I find thofe bold truths you were to have told me^ 
are landing in commendations, but take along with yon 
what I told you at firfl:, which is, that I owe whatever I 
am to my adverfe fortune^ had I found myielf prelent- 
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ly Upon the throne, furrounded with pomp, delights 
and fiatteriesy I fhould haye diflblved in pleafures ; my 
natural tendency was to ibftnefs : but I felt the contra- 
didHon of men, and became (enfible of the harm my 
fellings might do me : I found it neceflary to correct 
them ; to bring mylelf under ; to conftrain myfelf ; to 
fellow good counfels ; to improve my feults ; to enter 
into all z&ivs, this is what reclaims and forms men. 
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HENRY IV. 



AND 



S I X T U S V. 



DIALOGUE XVI. 

Great men efteem one another ^ notnuithjlanding oppo* 

Jittpn of inter efts. 



SIXTUS. 

I Have long been curious to fee you. while we were 
both in good health, that was hardly poilible. conr 
ferences between popes and kings were out of fafhion 
in our time : but they were not fo, when Leo k. and 
Francis i. had an interview at bologna; and when 
Clement vii. met the fame king at Marfeilles, in or- 
der to the marriage of Catharine of Medicis. I (hould 
have been glad to have hs|d fuch a conference with you ; 
but I was not at liberty, nor did your religion allow 
^t me. 

HENRY. 

How greatly are you fpftened ! death, I fee, has 
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brought you to reafon. fay the truth, you were not 
the (ame per&w when I was but the poor excomtauni- 
ca^d 3eme(e. 

8IXTU8. 

Would yott have me ipeak to you without diigmie : 
at firfty I thought the only way wds to periecute yoo, 
I had by this means greatly embarafled your predeoef^ 
lor ; and indeed I made him heartily repent his having 
dared to caufe the butcheringof a cardinal of the holy 
church, had he taken the life of none but the duke of 
jGuife, he might have come offeafier : but to attack the 
iacred purple, was a crime beyond remifGon : I could 
not tolerate an outrage of fb dangerous coniequence. it 
appeared to me eflential, after your couGn's death, to 
ufe you with the fame rigour I had done him ; to fpirit 
up the league, and, by all means, to prevent an here- 
tic's afcending the throne of France: but I foon per* 
ceived that you would get the better of the league; and 
your courage gave me a good opinion of you. there 
were two perlbns, whom I could not, in any decency^ 
be a friend to, though I naturally loved them both. 

HENRY. 

"W ho were tboie two peribns, pray, who had been 
fb happy as to pleafe you ? 

SIXTUS. 

Yourielf and queen Elifabeth of England. 

HENRY. 

As for her, I don't wonder that (he was to your 
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tafle. foe J in the firft {rfaoe, (he was a pope as well as 
yoa, bdng head of the chnrch of En^and ; and a pope 
too as hanghty as yourielf. (he had the knadc of get* 
ting herlelf feared, and of making heads fly upon oc- 
cafion : 'tis this, doubtlefs, that merited her the ho- 
nour of your good graces. 

SIXTUS. 

It did her no harm ; I love people of fpirit, and fuch 
as know how lo make themiehres readers of others. 
the merit I diicovered in you^ and which won my af- 
fedion, was your having defeated the league, mana« 
ged the Noblefle, kept the balance between the Catho- 
lics and Hugonots. a man who can do all this is a 
man ; and I don't defpife him, as I did his predecef* 
for, who ruined every thing by his Ibftnefs, and re- 
trieved himfelf only by knavery, had I lived, I had 
received you to abjuration, without making yon lan- 
guish, you Ihould have got off for a few gentle lafhes, 
and declaring that you received the crown of France 
from the bounty of the holy fee. 

HENRY. 

That I (hould never have accepted, but had rather 
commenced the war a-frefii. 

SIXTUS. 

I love to fee that pride of yours : but it was for 
want of being fufficiently fupported by my fucceflbrs, 
that you were expofed to (b many conlpiracies, which 
terminated in your deftm^ion. 
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HENRY. 

True; but were you fpared yourfelf ? the Spaniffi 
faction treated you mo better thoa mr ; Yit awck tbe 
fame, whether by the fword or by poifbn. but let us 
go and pay a vifit to that worthy queen you are (b fond 
of; (he found means to reign quietly, and longer than 
dther of us. 



THE 



CARDINAL DE RICHLIEU 



AND 



CARDINAL XIMENES. 



DIALOGUE XVII. 
Virtue is better than birth. 



XIMENES. 

Now that wc are together, I conjure you to tell 
me if it be true that you (ladled to imitate me. 

RICHLIEU. 

No ; I was too jealous of true glory to copy after 
any man. I always (hewed a bold and original genius. 

XIMENES. 

I heard you had taken Rochelle, as I had Oran ; 
demolifhed the Hugonots, as I overthrew the Moors of 
Granada, in order to convert them; protected learn- 
ing, humbled the pride of the great, raifed the royal au- 
thority, eQablifhed the Sorbonne like my univerGty of 
Alcala dc Hcnnara ; and that you were promoted by 



I 

THE CARDINAL DE RICHLIEU^ 6CC« Si 

the intereft of que^n Mary of Medicis^ as I had beca 
by that of Ifabei of Caftile. 

- 'Th true, thcrcarc certain refemblances between us, 
all Q^ing to pure chance; but I had no model in my 
view. I contented myfelf with doing things as time and 
circutnftances of&red for the glory of France 2 befideS;, 
our ftatjons were very diCerent. I was born at court ; 
and had been hred there fromra child. I was bHhop of 
Lu€t^, and fecretary pf (late, nearly attached to the 
queen> and the marfiial d'Ancre. all this has noting 
in common with an obfcure and friendlefs monk, who 
enters not into the world, and upon afiairs, till the 
fiztietb:year of his age. 

XIM^NES. 

Kothitig does me more honour, than my entering fb 
latft upon them. I never hid ambitious or fanguine 
views. I thought to hate finiihed in the doifter a life 
already .^dl advancjed } but the cardinal de Mendoza, 
archbitttc^ of Toledo, made me confeflbr to.the queen } 
and the queen, prepoflefTed in my favour, made me 
fucceifor to that cardinal in the archbifhopric of To- 
ledo,.. contrary to the d^re of the king, who wanted 
to get in his badard : .afterwajrds I became the queen's 
chief cOunfellor in hec troubles with regard to the king. 
I undertook the conyerfion of Granada, after Ferdir 
nand had made the conqueft of it. the queen di^d. I 
then found myfelf between Ferdinand and his fon-in* 

Vol. II. t. 
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law Philip of Aoftiia. iKodeitdgrettiervioestofe* 
dinand after the death of Philip. I procured the roTat 
aathority to the father*ifi-kw. in fpite of the gran- 
deeS| I managed affiuri urMi ttgamr. I made tof con- 
qoeft of Oran, where I wis inpetibny ible ocMMhiftor 
of every thing; and having no king thereto (hare the 
adion, as yon had at Kochelle, and at ^ Araits of 
Snta. after Ferdinand's deaA, I was regent in yoong 
prince Charles' ahfence: twas I who kept the com- 
iminides of Spain from commencing the revolt^ wliich 
happened after my death. I changed the iecondinfiuit 
FerdtnaMd'ii governor and officers, who wanted to make 
him king, to the pre^ndice of his elder hrother. in fine^ 
I died calm and (erene, having loft aH authority through 
the artifice of the FlerohigS) who had prejudiced king 
Charles againft me. in ait this I oever made one fiep 
towards preferment, afiairs came and jBraghtae; nor 
had I in the management of them an eye toany thing 
bat the public good, this is more hononnUe than be- 
ing bom at court, Ion to A grand prevot, knight of die 
order. 

arcHLtBO. 
Birth never dimmiflies the merit of great a£iioas. 

XtMEVBS. 

No; but fince you urge me, I win tell yon that dif* 
tntereftednefs and modcratioa ttt better than a Bttic 
birth. 
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^CHLIEU. 

Do you pretend to compare yoqr adnuQifii^tion 
^vitfamme) <Sd3roiicha»gt the fyften of ibci govern- 
ment of all Europe ? I pulled down that boule of Au- 
llria which youfenred; Ibrought into the heart of Ger- 
many a vi^orioas king of Sweden, made Catalonia 
revolt, recovered the kingdom of Portugal afiirped by 
the Spaniardi, and filled Cbriftendom with my nego- 
tiations. 

XIMENES. 

I eonfefs I mod not compare my negotiations with 
yonrs; but I fupported aU the moft difficult affairs of 
Gaftite with fteadinefs, without intereft, ambition, va*^ 
Bity or weaknefs. fay as much, if you can. 



h9 



TH'I 



CAIIDINAL DE RICHLIEU 



AND 



. 1 



CHANCELLOR OXENSTIERNE. 



DIALOGUE XVIII. 

The difference between a minifler who a6is through va* 
nity andprfde, and another ivho a£is through love to 
bis country. 



RICHLIEU. 

my death 
n liter. 



^INCE ray death Europe hath fcen no fuch mN 



OXENSTIERNE. 

Ko, none has had fuch power. 

RICHLIEU. 

That is not what I mean : I fpeak of genius for go- 
vernment ; and I may, without vanity, fay of myfeif, 
as I would of another in my place, that I left not my 
equal behind me. 

OXENSTIERNE. 

When yoa talk thus, do yoa confider that I was 
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neither cit nor yeoman ; and that I dealt as much in 
politics as another. 

RI€HLIEU. 

You ! 'tis tme you gave fome advice to your king ; 
but he undertook nothing bat upon the treaties he 
made with France; that is to&y, with me. 

oxenstiernb; 

True; but it was I who induced him to make thoft 
treaties. 

RICHLIEU. 

I had intelligence of fads from father Joieph ; and 
then I took my mea&res by what Chamace had oc- 
caiion more nearly to obierve. 

OXENSTIERNE. 

Your father Jofeph was a vifionary monk : as for 
Oiamace^ he was a good negotiator; but, without me^ 
nothing had ever been done, the great Gufiavns, who 
was in want of every thing, had, in the beginning, 'tis 
true, occaGon for money from France ; but afterwards 
he beat the Bavarians and Imperia]ifts,and retrieved the 
Proteftant party through all Germany, had he lived 
after the vifiory of Lutzen, he would have greatly emba* 
railed France itfelf, already alaimed at his progrefs, and 
would have been the principal power in Burope. you 
now repented, but too late, your having ai&fted him r 
nay, you were even fuipeded of being aocefibry to bit 
death* 
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RICHUEU, 

I am as innocent of it as yoo. 

OSXttSTIBRKE. 

I am apt to bcUcT« it. bm it was oolocky for yon, 
d)at no hoiy died pally fer yonf tntereft^ widiont yonr 
being immecUatcly believed the antfaor of Us death, 
now that fiiip icion cQidd ptooced from nothing but the 
idea yon had given of yon ^y the main tenour of yoor 
condud; in which you facrificed, without Icraple, the 
life of men to your own greatnefs. 

MCHtlBV. 

• ThatpoUcyianeceflaryincertabeates. 

OXENaTIBENI. 

That is what hondl men will always doubt. 

RICHLIEV. 

That if what you never doubted more than my^ 
iUf 9 boly ajier allji what b nughty feata hvit yon 
doneuaEnfope; yen, who are vain enon^ to com- 
paie your miniftry widi mine} yon weie ronnHlot 
toapenyhaAaronakingy toaGodi, obtain of haa« 
ditiiy and in pay of thekingof Franee, to whom I was 
miniftar. 

eXKXSTIBEMl. 

My king had by no maaiis a crows equal to tihtt of 
yonraaaAar: hot thai is what con&itntflsbodiG«(bi» 
vai*s glory and mine. weeamaoniQfawildaQdbir' 
ren country^ without troops, without ardlleiy, wtAoat 
mopey : we difciplined our fbldiersi formed officers. 
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YMqutfted the ttiumpiMnt mwAn of tfaelmperiiKai^ 
changed tliefiKe of Earepe^ and left behind us gefte> 
c«b who mogbi Che «fft of ^ir«r to til the g^t men of 
thrirtbne. 

RICNLIBtJ. 

That b foum truth in all yov fiqr: boi^ lo hev 
jaof one iwoold think you had been as gMt a o^ptaia 
at GofiavQS. 

oxaaflTiBKus. 

I was not fb great a one as he; hat I nnderftood 
mr; and that I fidGckntiy fliewcd after my mafler^ 

aiCNtllt7» 

UmA yon noiTonenlbO) Ba&niet»and ^ Mat of 
Wehnar^ on whom the ftvefs of every thing hy* 

0XtMSTI&aM8« 

I was net only oocopied in negotkiioin ibr mahi^ 
taimng the league ; I afEfted alfo u di the ooonciil 
of war; and thole great asen will tett yoa> tliail had 
the principal (hare in ail thole gtnms caanpagoa. 

aiCHIiUEO. 

I Itippole yott were of the cottndly when they lo4 
tlie battle of NorUngueny whididemolifhed the league, 

ozEMSTisaijia. 

I was In the oooadli: fattc 'tb diedoke of Wd^ 
aai^s hafinefs to anfiiper fior that battle, wlndi he loft, 
when it was loft, I Ibpported the ^Upitited paity, 
die Swedifli army eootmned in a fbitigfi country^ 
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.where it fubfiftcd by ray reibarces. it was I who fornh' 
ed by my cares a little conquered kingdom which the 
dake of ■Weimar woald have preferved had: he livedo 
snd which yon bafely nfarped after his death* yoa 
haye ieea me in France feeking aid to my nation, with- 
out troubling my head about your haughttn.efs, which 
would have hurt your mader's intereft, had not I been 
more moderate, and more zealous for my country than 
you were for yours, you rendered yourfelf odious to 
your nation : I was the darling and glory of mine. I 
tetumed to the wild rocks whence I came. I died there 
in peace, and all Europe is full of my name as well as 
of yours. I had neither your dignities, riches, nor 
fowier; nor your poets and orators to flatter me. I 
have nothing on my fide but the good opinion of the 
Swedes, and that of all fenfible readers of hiftory and 
Ji^otiation. I t€ted according to my religion againft 
the Catholic Imperialifts, who ever fince the battle of 
Prague tyrannized. over all Germany, you, (like a 
iKdcked prieft) by our means retrieved the Prote(lants> 
and crufhed the Catholics in Germany, 'tis eafy to 
judge betwixt us* 

RICHLIBV. 

I could not avoid that inconveniency, without leav- 
ing Europe entirely in the thraldom of the houle of 
Auftria which was aiming at univerfal monarchy ; bnt^ 
after all, I cannot forbear laughing to fee a chancellOT 
give himlelf out for a great captain. 
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OXENSTIERNE. 

I don't give myfelf out for a great captain^ but for 
a nutti who was of ufe to the generals in the coun-^ 
cUs of war. I leave to you the glory of having ap- 
peared on horle-back in arms^ and in a trooper's drefs 
at the pafs of Sufa. nay, they fay you had yourfclf 
drawn at Richlieu on horfe-back, widi a bufF-cbat^ a 
icarf^ plumes and a commander's flaff. 

RiCHLIfiU. ' 

I can no longer bear your reproaches, farewel. 
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THE 



CARDINAL DE RICHLIEU 



AND 



CARDINAL MAZARIN. 



DIALOGUE XiX. 

Charaders ofthefe tun minifterSf and the difference fc- 
tv)een true and falfe policy , 



RICHLIEU. 

HAH, are you there, fignor Julius ! they (ay you 
governed France after me. how have you done ? 
have you compleatly united atl Europe againft the 
houfe of Auftria ? have you overthrown the Hugonot 
party which I had weakened ? in fine, have you com- 
pleted the fubje^ing of the Noblefle ? 

MAZARIN. 

You had begun all that ; but I had many other dif* 
ficulties to deal with: I had a tempcQuous regency to 
weather. 
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RICHLIEU. 

A king indolent^ and jealous of die very minifter 
that (erves bim, gives much more trouble in die cabi- 
net, than the weaknefs and confufion of a regency, 
you had a pretty fteady queen^ and under whom af- 
fairs might be more eafily managed than under a crab* 
bed king, who was ever ezafperated againft me by ibme 
growing ^voorite. ibch a prince neither govern s^ nor 
lets govern, one mod ferve him whether he will or 
no, and does it not, but by running daily the greateft 
hazards, my life was made unhappy by him of whom 
I held all my authority, you know that of all the 
princes who thwarted the fiegc of Rochelle, the king, 
my mafter, was he that gave me mod trouble. I gave, 
however, the mortal blow to theHngonot party, which 
had fb many places of ftrength, and fo many formi* 
dable beads. I carried the war into the heart of the 
houfc of Auftria. the world will never forget the re- 
volt of Catalonia ; the impenetrable (ecrecy with whicli 
Porlngal prepared to (hake oflftbe unjaft yoke of the 
Spaniards ; Holland fupportedby our alliance in along 
war againd the fame power ; all the allies of the Nortli, 
of the Empire, and of Italy, attached to me perfonaU 
ly, as to a roan incapable of failing them ; and then 
at home the great men brought within the bounds of 
their duty, i had found them intractable, priding them- 
ielves in continual caballing againft all thofe to ^\'hom 
the king committed his authority, and thinking them- 
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lelves obliged to obey the king himfelf, only fo far 
as he bribed them to it, by gratifying their ambition , 
and by giving thera a boundlefs power ia their refpec- 
tive governments. 

MAZARIN. 

As for me I was a foreigner; every thing was a- 
gainft me; I had nothing to truft to but my own in- 
duflry. 1 begun with infinuatingmyfelfinto the queen's 
favour : I found means to remove the perfons who had 
her ear : I defended myfelf againft the cabals of the 
courtiefs, againft the furious parliament, againft the 
Fronde, a party fpirited up by an audacious cardinal, 
jealous of my rifing fortune; in fine, againft a prince 
who was every year covering himfelf witii frefh laurels, 
and who employed the reputation df his victories only 
todcftroy me with the more authority: fo many enemies 
did I fcatter. twice was I expelled the kingdom ; twice 
did I re-enter it in triumph, during ray very abfence, 
'cw^s 1 who governed the ftate. I drove the cardinal de 
Ketz as far as Rome ; I obliged the prince of Conde 
to flee into Flanders; in fine, I concluded a glorious 
peace, and left a young king, when I died, in condition 
to give law to Europe, all this was owing to my ge- 
nius fertile in expedients, to my dexterity in negotia- 
tion, and to the art I bad of keeping men always big 
with fomc new expeftation. mark one thing; 1 (bed 
not one drop of blood. 
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RICHLIEU. 

There was no danger of yoar (bedding any; yon 
were too weak and faint-hearted. 

MAZARIM. 

• Faint-hearted ! did not I caufe the three princes to 
be dapt «ip in Vlncennes ? the prince had to linger all 
the while in his confinement. 

RICHLIEU. 

I could lay any wager, that yon had nddier courage 
to detain him, nor to deliver him; and that your per- 
plexity was the trae caufe of the length of his confine- 
ment, but to come to die point ; for my part, idid fhed 
ibme blood ;» but it was neceflary, in order to humble 
the pride of the grandees ever ready to rife in icbel- 
lion, it is not very wonderful, ^bat a man who fuffer- 
^ all the courtiers and officers of the army to re^aiTume 
their ancient haughttnefiti put none to death in ib weak 
an adminiftration. 

MAZARIN. 

An adminiftration is by no means weak, when it 
compaiTes its ends by ingenoity without cruelty, 'tit 
better to be a fos than a lyon or a tyger. 

RICHLIEU. 

'Tis by ao means cruelty to puni (h the guilty, whole 
ill examples might be produdive of others, impunity 
never failing to bring on civil wars, it would have an- 
nihilated the king'« authority, ruined the (late, coft the 
blood of I don't know how many thoufands ; where- 
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as I eftablifhed peace and autborky, by facrificing a few 
guilty perfons ; beGdes, I never had any other enemies 
than thofe of the (late. 

.MAZARCII. 

But yon fancied yourfelf the ftate in perfbn. you 
took it for granted, that no body coidd be a troe 
Frenchman, without being in yonr pay. 

aiCHLIEU. 

And did you fpare even the firft prince of the blood, 
when you thought him contrary to your interefts ? in 
ordei' to be well at court, was it not neceilary to be a 
Mazarin ? I never carried fnfpicions and diftruft to a 
greater height than yon did. we both ierved the ftate; 
and^hiie we (crved it, each of us wanted to govern 
every thing; you endeavoured to overcome yonr e- 
nemies by craft and cowardly artifice : I again over* 
threw mine by open force ; and I ierionfly believed 
that they (ought my de(brudion, with no other view 
than to involve France once more in the calamities 
and confufions, ont of which I had extricated her with 
lb much di(Eculty. but however I kept always true to 
roy word ; I was a fincere friend, or an open foe; I 
fupported my matter's authority with refblution and 
dignity; tho(e I ufed (everely had only themfelvesto 
blame that they were not loaded with favours : I made 
all manner of advances towards them : I loved, I 
courted merit the moment I difcovered it. all 1 want- 
ed, was, that they (hould not thwart my government^ 
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which I believed neceflkry to the welfare of France, 
had they been willing to iierve die king accordiog to 
tiieir taienUi uvder my direfiion, they had been my 
friends. 

MAXA&IM. 

Say rather your fervaots; well paid Icnrants in- 
deed: but they mnft have put np with a nafler, jea- 
loosy ioiiperiouSy implacable in whatever tonched his 
jealoofy. 

KICHLIEU. 

Welly iuppofe I had been too jealous and iniperi- 
oosy it is a great fault, *ds true ; but how many qua- 
lities had ly which fpeak an extenfive genius, and an 
elevated foul ? as for yoo, fignor Joiius, you betrayed 
nothing but conning and covetoufaefs ; you did much 
woHe to the French than fhedding their blood, yoo 
corrupted their manners, you made probity unfalhi- 
onable and ridiculous. I had but checked the infolence 
of the great; you broke their fpirit, degraded the No- 
blefle, confounded all ranks, and rendered all favours 
venal: yon feared merit; there was no getting in 
with you, but by difcovering a low, complying tem- 
per of mind, capable of the moft vilfamons intrigues, 
yoo even had never a true knowledge of men; yon 
could believe nothbg but evil; all eKeto you was but 
a fpecious fidile : none were for your purpofe but trick« 
ing fpirics, who Ihould over-reach tbofe with whom 
you had occaiion to negotiate, or trading men, who 
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(honld make you monqr of every thing, and fb your 
name remains delpifed and detefted : on the contrary , 
I am aflured that mine daily grows in glory with the 
French nation. 

MAZARIK. 

You had nobler inclinations than I^ (bmewbat more 
of tlie high and the haughty : but you had withal a 
certain tindnre of vanity and falfhood. for my part^ I 
avoided that prepoflerous grandeur, as a ridiculous va- 
nity : you bad always about you poetSj orators, play, 
ers : you were yourielf a poet, orator, and a rival to 
Corneille : you composed books of devotion, with- 
out being devout: you would needs be Jack of all 
trades, play the gallant, excel in every way. you fwal- 
lowed down the tncenfe of all authors, is there in Sor- 
bonne a door, or a pane of glafs, where you have not 
(luck up your arms ? 

RICHLIEU. 

Your fatyr is pretty Iceen ; but it is not without 
foundation. I am very (enfible that true glory ought 
to fpum certain honours, which grofs-judging vanity 
purfues ; and that one di (honours himfelf by too ea- 
gerly defiring to be honoured : but, after all> I loved 
learning ; I excited emulation to reilore it. for your 
part, you never had any regard either for the church, 
for learning, for arts, or for virtue, need we.. wonder, 
that fo odious a condu& raifed all the grandees of the 
ilate, and all honed men, againfl a foreigner i 
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MAZARIN. 

You talk of nothing but your chimerical magna- 
nimtty : but for the well governing of a ttate, neither 
generofity, honedy, nor goodnefs of hearty are in 
queftion. the thing requifite^ is a genius fruitful in ex- 
pedients^ impenetrable in its defigns, that is in nothing 
ruled by its paflionSy but in every thing by its inte- 
reft, that is inexhauftible in refources to overcome dif- 
ficulties. 

RICHLIEU, 

True ability confifts in never having occafion to 
deceive^ and in always fucceeding by honell means. 
'Tis only through weaknefs, and for want of know- 
ing the right way, that onefirikes into by-paths, and 
has recourfe to cunning, true ability condfls in not 
amnfing one's (elf with (b many expedients, but in 
chnfing diredUy, by a clear and diflindl view, that 
which is bed, when compared with others, fuch fer- 
tility of expecMents proceeds lefs from extent and 
ftrength of genius, than from a want of ilrength, and 
juftnefs of judgment to make a choice, true ability 
confifts, io being (enfible that at long-run the greatell 
of all refources in affairs is the univerfal reputation 
of probity, you are always in danger, when you can 
get none in your intereft but fools or knaves : but 
when the charadler of your probity is eftabliihed, good 
men, and even bad too, confide in you. your enemies 

Vol. II. N 
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fear you greatly, and your friends love yon in the fiime 
manner, as for you, with all yoor Proteus appearan- 
ces, you never found the method of getting yourfelf 
beloved, eftceraed, or feared. I own you were a great 
mountebank, but not a great man. 

MAZARIM. 

You talk of me as if I had been a coward : I (hew 
ed in Spain, while I carried arma there, that I did not 
fear death, this alfo appeared in the perils to which 
I was cxpofed during the civil wars of France, as for 
you, 'tis well known that you were afraid of your 
own (hadow, and that you thought always you (aw 
under your bed Come aflaflin ready to poniard yon. 
but we are to fuppole you had thofe panics only at 
certain times. 

RiCHLieU. 

Ridicule me as much as you pleafe. for my part^ I 
fiiall ever do juftice to your good qualities, yoa did 
not want valour in war: but you wanted courage, 
conftancy and greatnefs of Ibnl in affairs, yon were 
pliable only through weaknefs, and for want of fixed 
principles in your mind, you had not refblution to 
deny a man to his face, this made you promile too 
eafily, and afterwards elude all yoor promiies by an 
hundred captious evaGons. thefe evafions, however, 
were palpable, and unavailing; they fcreened yott 
only becaufe you were clothed with aothority^ ami 
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im honed man would rather you had told bim plain- 
ly: I was in the wrong to proroife yoli; and I find 
it out of my power to perform what I promifed, than 
to have added^ to the breach of promife, little ihuffling 
fiibterfuges to play upon the unfortunate, 'tis a fmali 
matter to be brave in the field, if one is weak in the ca- 
binet, many princes, capable of dying gloriouOy, have 
dishonoured themfelves like the lowed of men, by their 
fi>ftnefs in ordinary affairs. 

MAZARIN. 

*Tis very eafy to talk thus : but when a man has 
!b many to pleafe, he mud amufe them as he can : 
one has not favours to bedow on all ; Vis impofTible 
for every one to get juRice. when a man has nothing 
die to give people^ he (hould, at lead, allow them 
vain hopes. 

RICHLIEU. 

I grant that a great many (hould be allowed to 
hope : that is not deceiving them ; for every one in 
his dation may meet with his reward, and even ad- 
vance himfelf, upon fome occa£on or other, beyond 
what might have been imagined, as for unreafonable 
and ridiculous hopes, if they entertain (uch, (b much 
the worfe for them, 'tis not you who deceive them, 
but themfelves ; and they have nothing to blame but 
their own folly, but to give them in the chamber of 
Mdieoce promiies^ which you laugh at in the clo&t. 
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is unworthy of an honeft man, and pernicious to the 
reputation of affairs, for my part^ I (upported and ad- 
vanced the king's authority, without having recouHe 
to fo wretched methodr. the fa£t is undeniahle, and 
you difpute with a man who is a decifive inftance of the 
falfenefs of your maxims. 
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THE 

MEDAL. 

A N 

ALLEGORICAL EPISTLE 

TO THE 

ARCHBISHOP OF CAMBRAY. 

T ThinkySirytfaatlong^t tok^ no time of inform* 
ing yoQ of a thing extremely curious, and npoi^ 
which yon will not fail to make the proper refledii* 
ons. we hive got in this country a learned man, nam- 
ed M. Wanden, who has great condpondence with 
the and^oaries of Italy : he pretends to have received 
from them an ancient medal, v^ch I have never yet 
been aUe to get a light of, but whereof he has caufed 
Ibme copies to be (buck, which are finely done, and 
which will, in allprobaUlity, veiy foondilperie them- 
ielves thro* all the countries where are any curious 
perfons. I hope to fend you one in a few days $ in the 
mean time, I fliall give the moft exad defcription of it 
I can. on one fide this medal, which is very large, re« 
prefents a boy of a very fine and very noble figure; 
yon fee Pallas covering him with her Egis ; at the 
fame tune^ three Graces firew his way with flowers ; 

P 
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Apollo, attended by the Muies, offers him his lyit ; 
Venus appears in the air in her chariot, drawn by 
doves, and lets her girdle fall upon him ; Vidory 
points out to him with one hand, a triumphant car, 
and, with the other, preients to him a crown, the 
motto is taken from Horace ; ' non fine D!s animofiis 
* infans.' * no generous boy without Profritious gods.* 
the reverfe is very different, it is manifeft that 'tis 
the (ame boy, for one immediately knows the fame 
air of the head ; but he has about hfan none but gro- 
tefques and hideous masks, venemous reptiles, as vi- 
pers and ferpents, infeds, owls, and vaillainous har- 
pies, which flmg abOok with ordure on M fibs, and 
tear every thing with thdr hooked ckwi t tfieie is a 
company of tnpndent and (faeering Bacyn, who tf- 
fume the oddeft poftnres; who grin, wA pirfat whh 
their fingers to the uil of a monftrons iifli, whidi ter- 
minates the body of the beauteous boy ; mdmeatli 
you read thefe words, which yon know are alfoHOi' 
race's: 'turpiteratmmdefinitiapifceni*' ^be flistDe- 
' fill ends in a foul fiflie's tail.* the teamed ate much 
puzzled to find out upon what occafion thiasnedd fats 
been firuck in antiquity, fome malntam that it le- 
prefents Caligula, who being fon to Gcrmanicos, bad 
given in his infiincy fo exalted hopes for the faappbefi 
of the empire, but who afterwards became a monfier* 
others will have i t,that all this has been done fiw Nero, 
whofii beginnings were fi> happy, and end S6 horri- 
ble, but both agree that a IhiftiiiDg yottiig Prince is 
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meant, who promifed much, and proved deoeitfaL 
but there are others more deftruftfal, who will not be* 
lieve that this medal is an antique, themyftery which 
M. Wanden makes of it occafiont great fufpicions : 
people will be fancying that they fee fomething of 
our time figured in the medal ; perhaps it figni&s 
great hopes which have turned^ or may turn into great 
curfes ; they feem malicioufly to glance at (bme young 
Prince, all whofe good qualities they drive to fink in 
the defeds imputed to him; befides M. Wanden is not 
only curious, but a politician, ftrongly attached to 
the Prince of Orange; and it is fufpeded that it is in 
confederacy with him, that he means to difperfethit 
medal thro' all the courts of Europe, you will judge 
much better than 1, Sir, what fliould be thought of it. 
it fufficeth me to have imparted to you this news, 
which caufes hot difputes here amongft all men of let- 
ters, and to affure you that I am always 

Amftcrdam, ' Your moft humble 

May4,i69i. 

and mofl; obedient (ervant 
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FABLE I. 

THE ADVENTURES OF ARISTONOUS. 

SOPHRONlrMUS HAVING tOST THE MEANS 
of his anceftors by fhipwrecks, and other mis- 
fortunes^ folaced himfelf by his virtuein the ifle of De- 
los. there he fung to a golden lyre^ the wonders of the 
god) adored in that ifland : he cultivated the roufes^ 
by whom he was beloved ; he curiouily inveftigated all 
the fecrets of nature^ the cpurfe of the (lars, and of 

• 

the heavens, the order of the elements, the (Iru^ure of 

the univcrfe, which he meafured with his compafs, tlie 

virtues of plants^and the conformation of animals s 

but above all; he ftudicd hirofelf; and exerted his high- 

B 
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eft application to adorn his foul with virtue, thus for- 
tune^ by attempting to deprefs him, had exalted him 
to true glory, which is that of wifdom. 

While he lived happy without riches in his retreat, 
he one day perceived upon the fea-fliore a venerable old 
roan, who was to him unknown ; it was a ftranger, 
who had juft landed on the ifland. this ancient perfon 
admired the banks of the Tea, where he knew the ifle 
had been formerly fioating ; he confidered thatcoaft, 
where arofe, above the fands and rocks, little hills^ 
ever covered with a fpringing and flowery turf; he 
could not fufficiently gaze upon the cryftal fountains 
and rapid ftreams that watered this delightful country; 
he advanced towards the facred groves that encompafs 
the temple of the god ; he was amazed to fee that ver- 
dure, which north- winds never dare to tarnifli; and 
he now examined the temple of a Parian marble, 
whiter than fnow, furrounded by lofty columns of 
jafper. 

Sophronymus was no lefs attentive to examine the 
afpedi of the old man. his filver beard hung down up- 
on his breaft, his wrinkled face had nothing deformed^ 
he was ftill exempt from the injuries of a decrepit age, 
his eyes fparkled a fweet vivacity, his perfon was tall 
and majeftic, but a little bending, and an ivory ftafF 
fupported him. O ftranger, faid Sophronymus to him, 
what feek you in this ifland, which feems unknown 
to you ? ifit is the temple of the god, you fee it yon* 
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dcr, and lam at your fervicc tocondudlyou thither, 
for I fear the gods, and am ^ell apprized what Jupi- 
ter re(|uires us to do, fortheaiGftanceofftrangers. I 
accept, anfwered the old man^the offer you make me 
with fo many marks of goodnefs, and I pray the gods 
to reward your love for ftr angers : let us move then 
towards the temple, by the way he related to Sophro- 
nymus the flory of his voyage. I am, faid he, by name 
Ariftonous, a native of Clazomtoae, a city of Ionia> 
fitnate on that pleafant coaft which runs out into the 
fca, and feems to meet the ifle of Chios, the fortunate 
country of Homer. I was born of poor, tho' noble 
parents ; my father, named Polyftratus, who was al- 
ready encumbered with a numerous family, would by 
no means bHng me up, but caufed me to be expofed 
by one of his friends at Teos. an old woman of £ry- 
thrae,who had fome fmall intereil near the place where 
I was expofed, took me into her houfe, and nourifhed 
me with the milk of goats ; but as flie had fcarcely a 
fubfiftence for herfelf, fo foon as I was of age to ferve, 
ihe fold hie to a (lave- merchant, who carried me into 
Lycia ; he fold me at Patara to a rich and virtuous 
perfonicalledAlcinus. this Alcinus took care of my 
youth ; I appeared to him docile, moderate, fincerc, 
affedionate, and diligent, in applying myfelf to all the 
honourable things in which any pieafedto inftrudl me; 
he devoted me to the arts, patronized by Apollo ; he 

caufed me to be taught mufic, the exercifes of the bo- 
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dy, and above all, the art of healing wounds. I foon 
acquired a confiderable reputation in that ib neceflkry 
art ; and Apollo, who infpired me, difcovered to me 
wonderful fecrets. Alcinus, who loved me daily more 
and more, and was over-joyed to fee the fuccefs of 
his cares^for me, gave me my freedom, and (entme 
to Damocles, king of Lycaonia, who living amidft de* 
lights, loved life, and feared to lofe it. this monarch 
to fecure me, loaded me with riches, fome years after , 
Damocles died, his fon inftigated againft me by flat- 
terers, gave me a heaity difguft of all things that have 
pomp and fplendor; I felt, in fliort, a violent defire 
to revifit Lyda, where I had fo fweetly pafled my in- 
fant years ; I hoped to find Alcinus, who had brought 
me up, and who was the firft author of all my fortune, 
arriving in that country, I learned that Alcinus was 
dead, after having loft his means, and fu&red with 
much conftancy the misfortunes of his old age. I went 
and fpriukled flowers and tears upon his afhes; I put 
an honourable infcription on his tomb, and enquired 
what was become of his children. I was told, that the 
only one furviving,named Orchilochus, unable to bear 
the thought of appearing iirithout fubftance in his na* 
tive country, where his fadier had lived with fo much 
fplendor, had embarked on board a foreign veflel, in 
order to go and lead an obfcure life in fome remote 
ifland of the (ea : my informer added, that this Orchi- 
lochus had beeo caft away fliortly after^ about the iile 



OPARISTONOTJS. ^ 

of Carpathus, and that thus there were no longer any 
remains of the fiimily of my benefador Alcinus. I im" 
mediately conceived thoughts of buying thehoufe 
where he had dwelt^ with the fertile fields which he 
poflefled around it. I was fond to re-vifit thofe fpots^ 
which re-called the fweet remembrance of fo pleafant 
an age, and of (b good a mafter ; methought I was yet 
in that bloom of my youthful years, in which I ferved 
Alcinus. fcaree had I purchafed the fee of his eftate 
from his creditors, when I was obliged to go to Clazo* 
menae. my fiitber Poly(batos, and my mother Phi- 
dila were dead, and I had feveral brothers who lived 
in no great harmony together: as (bon as I reached 
Clazomenae, I prefented myielf to them, in an humUe 
drefs, like a man deftitute of fubftance, (hewing them 
the tokens with which you know care is taken to ex- 
pole children, they were aftoni(hed to iee thus aug. 
mented the number of Polyftratus's heirs, who were 
to partake his fmall fuccefiion ; they would needs even 
controvert my birth, and refiifed before the judges to 
acknowledge me. whereupon, to puni(h their inhu- 
manity, I declared that I confented to be as an alien 
amongftthem; and I demanded that they (hould be ex- 
cluded for ever from being my heirs, the judges or- 
dained it to be (b ; and then I (hewed the riches I had 
brought along with me in my (hip ; I di(covered to 
them that I was that Ariftonous, who had acquired lb 
much treafore in the fer^ce of Damocles^ king of Ly- 
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CAonia^tiuIthatl'grasneverinarried.my brothers now 
repented their having treated me fo unjuftly, and thro' 
the delire of being enabled to become one day my 
heirs, they u(ed their utmoCl endeavoars, but all to no 
parpofe^to infinuate diemfelves into my favour, their 
divi&oni occafiooed our father's efieds to be fold ; I 
bought them, and they had the mortification to fee our 
fiither's whole eftatc devolve into the hands of him, to 
whom they had not been willing to allow the fmalleft 
fliare of it. thus they fell all into a difmal poverty; but 
after they had come to a fufficient fenfe of their fiiult,! 
was willing to give them Tome proof of my good-na* 
turfc: I forgave them, I received them intb my houie^ 
I gave each of thta wherewithal to make his fortune 
by trading at Tea, I re«united them all ; they and their 
children dwelt together peaceably With me, I became 
the common father of all thofe difletrnt families; by 
their union and iildnftry they quickly made confide*- 
rable fortunes, in the mean time, age, at you ice, is 
come to knock at my door,it hath whitened my hairs, 
and wrinkled my face, it admoniihcth me, that I filaU 
not long enjoy fo perfefl a profpdri ty . befbr^ I die, I 
bad a mind to pay ont laft vifit to that land which is 
fo dear to roe,and which touches me more nearly than 
tny native country itfcif, tbatLycia, Whdre I learned 
tQ be good a^ wife, under the tnidon of the virtuoni 
Alcittus. as I Was repafliog thither^ I met With ameN 
chanty belonging to one of the Cyclad tfldnd^, who 
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aSured me> that there ftili remamed at Delos^afim of 

QschUocbua^ ivho iioitaia^ the wifiioni and virtue o£ 

hia grand- father Alcinus. inftantiy I qitttted the rout 

of JLycia, and bafted to come to fisd out, imder the 

auf{Hce$ of ApoUo, in thia hia iHandy Uiat precious 

remnant of a family^ to which I owe my all. I have 

now hut (hort while to live ; the fiital fitter, an enemy 

to that fweet rcpofe, which the godi fb feldom grant 

to mortals y will fpeedily cut the thread of my days ; 

but I ihail be content to die, provided my eyes, before 

tfaey doie upon the light, may have been blefled widi 

a fight of my matter's grand^fon. ^eaknow^Oyou^ 

who dwell in this ifland with him, do you know him? 

can you tell me where I ihall find him? if you bring 

me to fise him, may the gods in return grant you to 

fee, between your knees, your chiUrefis children to the 

fifth geoeration ; may the gods prefisrve all your houie 

in peace and plenty, as the fruit of your virtue . while 

Ariftonous rpokethus,Sophronymus burftinto tears 

of joy and- grief : at length, without having power to 

fpeak, he threw himfelf upon the old man's neck, he 

embraces, he hugs him, and, alter agreat while, mut<- 

ters, with difficMlty, thefe words, interrupted with 

broken fighs. 

I am, O my fatber> the perfon ^lom you feek! 
you fee Sopbronymus, the grand-fon of your friend 
Alcinua. 'tis I; and I cannot dOubt, after hearing you, 
but thegod»bavefentyou hither to mitigate my woes. 
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gratlmdei which feemedloft upon earth; is found again 
in you alone. I have heard, when a child, that a famous 
rich nan, fettled in Lycaonia, had been brought up 
at my grand'father's; but as Orchikchus, my father, 
^o died young, left me in the cradle, I have known 
thofe things but confufedly, nor have I ventured to go 
into Lycaoniaupon an uncertainty,and I chofe rather 
to remain in this ifland, comforting myfelf under my 
misfortunes, by the contempt of vain riches, and by 
the pieafing employment of cultivating the mules, in 
the facred houfe of Apollo, wifilom, which accuftoms 
men to be calm and content with little, hath hitherto 
fupplied to me the place of all other enjoyments. 

In finifhing thefe words,Sophronymus finding him • 
felf arrived at the temple, propofed to Ariftonous there 
to make his prayer and offerings : they offered to the 
god a facrifice of two (heep, whiter than Ihow, and of 
a bull, that had a crefcentupon the forehead, between 
the horns ; afterwards they fung verles in honor of 
the god who enlightens the univerfe, who rules the 
feafons, who prefides over the fciences, and animates 
the choir of the nine mu(es. upon goingout of the tem- 
ple, Sophronytnus and Ariftonous (pent the reft of the 
day in relating their adventures to each other. Sophro- 
nymus received into his houfe the venerable ftranger, 
with all the tendernefs and refped he would have (hewa 
to Aicinus himfelf, had he been yet alive, next morn- 
ing they departed together^ and fet fail for Lycia. 
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^rifionous carried Sophronymus into a fertile coun- 
tryi on the fide of the river Xanthus, into whofe wa« 
ters, ApoUoy at his retarn from thechace>all over duft^, 
hath fo oft plunged himfelf^ and waflied his flaxea 
bair : they found along tb^t river, poplars, and wil<^ 
lows, whereof the tender and ipringing verdure con* 
cealed the nefii of an infinite number of birds, which 
yimbUd nigbt And day ; the river tumbling from a r ocka 
w)$h |9UGh noife and foam,broke its waves in a canal^ 
botiofued with flinty pebbles ; all the plain was co- 
vered with golden crops; the hills, thatrofe into aa 
tmpbitbfUtrc, were loaded with vines and fi'uit- trees ; 
.ther^ all ftatore was finiling and lovely , the heaven was 
-^ft ^qd ferene,and the earth ever ready to bring forth 
ffotn^ ^tr bof^m new richer, to reward the pains of the 
l^Qsbfndqum. advancing along the river fide, Sophro^ 
njmmf per^ivod an houfi;, plain and moderate, but of 
imagiMabk «^cbitcdure, with juft proportions ; ho 
.there found oeith^ iqarble, nor gold, nor filver, nor 
ivoxy^APr^tn^iture of purple } every thing in it was 
nett, ^nd^pf propriety and conveniency, without 
.mAgpi^cfSQyprs a fountain played in the middle of th; 
coun>liAd|bn9^ ft little canal along a verdant carpet; 
the g^ijm^ ir^^by no means large, but there were 
to he fccfi thfi fruits and plants ufeful for the foo4 
of men. on ite two fides of the garden appeared 
two groves, whofe trees were almoft as ancient as the 
.nrtfa their motherland whpfetfa^ck-yoven brjuwhei 
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made a (hade, impenetrable to the rays of the (uii. 
they entered into an hall, where they made a fweet re- 
paft of the dainties which nature farniflied in the gar- 
dens ; nor was ought to be fcen there of what the de- 
licacy of men goes fo far to feek, and pays (b dear for 
fii cities . there was milk, as fweet as that which Apollo 
vouchfefed to milk, while (hepherd to king Admetus; 
fliere was honey,moreexquifite than that of the bees of 
Hybla in Sicily, or of mount Hymetttis in Attica ; 
there were garden-herbs', and frefli^gathered fruits; a 
wihe, more delicious than neftar, flowed out of large 
vafes, into cups curioufly carved, during this frugal^, 
but comfortable and quiet repaft, Ariftonous would 
by no means (it down at table; at firft, he did what he 
could, under various pretexts, to concealhis modefty^ 
but at lad:, when Sophronymus inlifted upon it, he dt^ 
tlarcd, that he would never be prevailed upon to eat 
with the grand fon of Alcinus, at whofe back hefo 
long had waited in the fame hall : there, faidhe to bimr, 
that wife old man had wont to eat ; there would he 
converfe with his friends ; there would he play at 
different games ; here would be walk, reading Hefiod^ 
or Homer ; here did he repofe himfetf in the night, 
upon recalling of thefe circumftances his heart melt^ 
cd, and tears trickled from his eyes, after the re- 
paft, he carried Sophronymus to fee the beautiful mea- 
'dow, where his lowing herds (Irayed by the river fide; 
Ihea they efpied the flocks of fliQep, returning from 
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Hieir richpaftares ; the bleating dams, with diflended 
udders^ were followed by their little skipping lambs : 
every where were to be feen the bufy workmen^ who 
loved labour for the intereft of their gentle and ha- 
mane mailer^ who made himfelf beloved by them^ and 
alleviated to them thehardfhips of flavery. 

Ariftonous having ihewnSophronymus this houfe^ 
thefe flaveSy thele herds and flocks^ and thefe iands^ 
become fo fertile thro' a careful cultivation^ addrefled 
him in the following terms : I am overjoyed to fee 
you in the ancient patrimony of your anceftors ; I 
bave now my heart's defire, (ince I put you in poflTef- 
£on of the place where I fo long ferved Alcinus : en- 
joy in peace what was his ; live happy^ and, by your 
vigilance, iecure to y ourfelf a far off, an end more com- 
fortable than his : at the fame time, he makes over to 
him the eftate, with all the £:>rms prefcribed by law ; 
and declares, that he precludes his natural heirs from 
his fucceflion, if ever they prove fo ungrateful as to 
controvert the donation he hath made to the grand- 
fon of Alcinus, his benefactor, but this is not enough 
to fatisfy the heart of Arifbnous ; before he gives him 
his houfe, he adorns it compleatly with new furniture, 
plain and decent indeed, but neat and genteel ; he fills 
the granaries with the rich prefents of Ceres, and the 
cellar with a wine of Chios, worthy to be ferved by the 
band of Hebe or Ganymede, to the table of the great 
Jove; belays in alfo Parmenian wine, with anabun- 
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dant provifion of honey of Hyraettus and Hybla, an J 
of Attican oil, almoft as Tweet as the honey itfelf. laft* 
ly, to thefe he adds, fleeces innumerable of a fine wool, 
white as fnow, rich fpoils of the tender ews, which 
grazed upon the mountains of Arcadia, and in the 
rich paftures of Sicily, in this condition does be give 
his houfe to Sophronymus; he gives him alfb fifty 
Euboic talents, and referves to his kindred what 
fortune he pofTefTes in the peninfula of Clazomenae^ 
, about Smyrna, Lebedos, and Colophon, which was 
very confiderable. the donation made, Arlftonous re* 
imbarks, in order to retnrn into Ionia. Sophronymus 
aftoniftied,and deeply affected with (b magnificent be- 
nefits, accompanies him to the fhip, with tears in his 
eyes, calling him always father, and hugging him in 
his arms. Ariftonous arrived quickly at home, by a 
happy voyage; nor did any of his relations dare to 
complain of what he had given to Sophronymus. I 
have left, faid he to them, as my laft will, an order> 
that all my effeds (hall be fold, and diflributed to the 
poor of Ionia, if ever any one of you pretend to con * 
trovcrt the gift I have made to the grand*fon of Al- 
cinns. the wife old man lived in peace, and enjoyed 
the fiibftance the gods had granted to his virtue, evt^ 
ryyear, notwithftanding his age, he made a voyage in- 
to Lycia to re-vifit Sophronymus, and to go andoSei^ 
a {acrifice upon Alcinus's tomb, which he had enrich- 
ed with the nobkft ornaments of architefhire and 
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failptiife. he had given orders that hi$ own afliei ^ fl(^ 
ter his death> (honld be carried into the fame tomh^ 
that fo they might repofe with thofe of his dear nrnfter. 
each retumtag fpring, Sophtunynras, impatieflt fyt 
the annual Tifit, had his eyes continualiy tomed to* 
wards the fliore, in order^as Ibon aspoffible, todel^ 
cry the ihip of AriftonoUs^ vhi^h daiy arrived at that 
feafon. every year had he the pleafbre of feeing from 
afar that (hip, which was fo dear tohim^ skimming the 
briny waves ; and the coming of that ihip was to him 
infinitely more pleating than all the graces of natnra 
reviving in the Ipring^ after the rigours of the fever^^ 
eft winter* 

one year he looked^ and ioc4»d again^ but no ap* 
pearanceof the longed for veHUjhefighedbitterly^fad^ 
fiefs and fear were painted on his countenance, fweet 
deepfled farffromhiseyes^Hiemoftestquifite meats no 
longer (eemed pleafant to him ; he was reftlefs, alarm** 
ed at the fmalleft noife, ever t<»mlng towards the port| 
he was asking every moment, if none had feen any 
veflel coming from Ionia, he fpled one, but alas! n0 
Ariftonous was there, it carried only his afhes in a fil« 
ver urn. Amphides, an ancient friend of the deceafedj, 
and much about the fame age, the faithful e^&ecucor of 
his laft Will, was bringing, with a heavy heart,thls om« 
when he accofted Sophronymus, fpeeth failed botb^ 
and they exprefftd thcmfelves only by mutual fobs | 
Sophronymus having kifled the urti; and watered it 
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with his tears, at length broke filencethu^ t Oh! m^ 
dear old man, you conftituted the happinefs of my 
life, and you now caufe me the cruelleft of all afflic- 
tions ; I (hall never fee you more; death were delight- 
ful to me, did it bring me to fee you, and to attend 
you into the Elyfian fields, where your (hade enjoys 
Che blisful peace,which the juftgods referve for virtue; 
you revived, in our days, jufiice, piety, and gratitude, 
upon earth ; you (hewed, in an age of iron, the good- 
nefs and innocence of the age of gold ; the gods before 
they crowned 3rou in the manCon of the ju(l, granted 
you here below an happy, agreeable, and long life; 
but alas! what (hould have lafted forever is never 
long enough. I feel no more any pleafure in enjoying 
your gifts, fince I am reduced to enjoy them without 
you. O dear (hade! when fiiall I follow you? precious 
a(hes, if yet you ought can feel, you will doubtle(s 
tafte the pleafure of mingling with thofe of Alcinus ; 
mine (hall al(b join them one day ; in the mean time, 
dUmyconfblation (hall be to preferve thofe remains 
of what I moft beloved. OAriftonous! Ariftonous! 
no, you (hall not die, you (hall live always in the in- 
moft recefies of my heart: fooner (hall I forget myfelf, 
than ever forget that man, who fo much loved me, 
who fo much loved virtue, to whom I owed my all. 

After thefe words, interrupted with deep (ighs. So- 
phronymus placed the urn in the tomb of Aldnus ; he 
immolated feveral vi^ms, whofe blood overflowed 
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tHe altars of titrf^ that furroundcd the tomb ; he pour^ 
cd copious libations of wine and milk ; he barned per-^ 
fumes^ brought from the fartheft eaft^ and an odorife-* 
rous clond-arofe in the midft of the air. Sophronymus 
inftitttted fbneralgames^ to be celebrated yearly at the 
famefeafon, In honour of Alcinus and Ariftonous. 
thither they came from the happy .and fertile Caria, 
from the enchanted banks of Meander, which f^ays ixi 
fo many windings, and ieems relu^antly to quit the 
country which it waters ; from the ever-green banks 
of Cay (ler, from the borders of Padlolus, which rolls 
a golden fand beneath its waves ; firom Pamphilia^ 
which Ceres, Pomona, and Flora, Arive emulous to 
adorn ; in fine, from the wide extended plains of Ci- 
licia, garden-like, watered by the torrents which &U 
fi-om Taurus's top, white with everlaftingfnows. dur- 
ing this fo folemn feaft, the young men and maidens , 
clothed in trailing robes of fineft lawn, whiter than 
the lilly, chanted hymns to the pratfeof Alcinus and 
Ariftonous; for there was no praifing of the one,with- 
out praifing alfo the other, nor parting of twoperfons 
fo clofely united, even after their diflblution. 

What is moft marvellous was, that upon the very 
firft day, while Sophronymus was making the libati« 
ons of wine and milk, a mjrrtle, of an exquifite ver* 
dure and odour, fprung up in the middle of the tomb, 
and reared, at once, its tufted head, to cover the two 
urns with its branches and (hadow. every one cried^ 
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tl^t Arifionouii in reward of hU virtue^ had bceii 
diaoged ioto that beautiful tree. Soj^onymus tQol^ 
c^re to water it himfelf^ and to honour it aa a divi-* 
pity* that tree, &r from growing oldj renews itielf 
every ten year* i and the gods have been pl^^d to 
IbeWi by this wonder, that the virtoei which caClf fy 
fweet a per fonie upon tbc nmory of mn^ can i^ever , 
never die. 
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MELESICHTHON 

FABLE II. 

MElefichthon, born at Megara, of an illnftrious 
race among the Greeks^ made it the whole 
ftudyof his youth^ to imitate in war the examples of 
htsanceftori. he fignalized his yaloor and talents in 
ieveral expeditions; and as all his inclinations were to 
magnificence^e there made fo famptaous a figure^that 
he qaickly mn out his fortune : he was forced to retire 
toacountry*hoa(ey upon the (eafide, where he lj¥ed 
ia a profound folitude^ with his wife Proxinoe. (he 
had wit, courage, and fpirit ; her beauty and birth had 
made her conrted by matches, much richer than Me. 
kfichthon; but him (he had prefered to all others ^fble* 
ly for his merit, thefe two perfons, whofe virtue and 
tfTe^ion, had made them naturally happy for a courfe 
of fererai years, began now to render themfelves 
mutually unhappy, by the fympathy they had with 
each other. Melefichthon would have more eafily 
fupported his misfortunes, could he have fuflered 
them alone, and without a perfon *t^ho was fo dear 

to him. Proxinoe was fenfibje that (he increafcd the 
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pains of Mclefichthon : they drove to comfort them- 
felves by two children^ who (eemed to have been fonn- 
edby the Graces; the fonwas named Melibeus, and 
the daughter Poemenis. Melibeus, in a tender age, 
begun already to difcover flreogth^ addrefn, and ooa- 
rage ; at wreftling, ranning^ and the other exerdfes, 
he out-did the children of the neighboarhood;he would 
plunge into the forefts^ nor were his arrows lefs fure 
than chofe of AppUo ; he foUowed that goi MI iQor« 
inihe foences and liberal arts, t%m in thtAxercifes 
of the body. MHeficloiiihoiai in luls xetiremsnt, tajo^t 
t^m whatever pan improve or adom the mmd, viiafc^ 
€y«r ^9n malue vintve beloved, or cpgulate liie man'- 
9er4. Metibeikshad $fimple,inHd, and angenoens^air, 
Iftut noble, refolote, and bold : fais hthtx wwdd oaft 
bis eyes upon him, and his eye^ wfiM ^rpwn thei»» 
felvcs in tears. Poemenis was ioAroded by ber moo 
iber in all the curious arts which Minierva hath givea 
to men ; fhe added to the moft exquifitehaadyoworks, 
the charms of a voice, uAufh {he joiacd to a ljfn,moce 
9^99mg thaa that of Of^heas ; to behold bcr, ontt 
would have thought it was young Diana, joft come 
forth from bcr native floating id^ad ; her flaxen 
tfeiTes wei^e neglige|itly| tied bcluiHi,ibine that bad 
efcaped, wnred upon her ncdcla the wind ; ihe had 
hunt a light ganneiit, whidi n ginUc tucked a fittle 
lip, in onler to be tiie &ter for ft6Kon: vithautdi9 
kvtiff^ «i4 of jor^amenr, (he edipfed (hs mofk begiir 
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iaSalobjeOsyUnd yet (he knew it not ; fhe bad even 
never dfeamed of beiioldiag herfelf la a fountain ; 
fle &W none but her own iamilf , and tlioughe 
of nothing but her nvork. bat Hiefatber^ overwhelm-' 
cd'with careSy and finding hia afTairs irretrievable^ 
fenght noting but folitiide: his wife and childreri 
irere hia confiantraak y he woaM often walk along 
Iheihove to the foot of a huge rock, full of wild cave^;; 
diese would he deplore hia misfortunes, and then 
often emer into adeep -winding vale^ which a thick 
wood hid from the rays of the fun, in all his meridi-* 
an power; he would fit down upon the turf, which 
4K)rdeTtd a cryftal fountain, . and all the'melailcholj 
thongjxts would return in crouds into his mind ; re* 
fnifaing fleep was far from his eyes, he no longer 
ipoke but in moans, old*age came before thetime^to 
wither and wrinkle his face; he forgot even>all the 
wants of life, and funk down under his afflidion. 

Onerday as he was in this deep valley, he fell aileep 
through weaiinefs and wade of fpirits : then he faw in 
a- dresm, the goddefs Ceres, crowned with gilded ears 
of born,prefeDting herfelf to him with a kind^ndma' 
jeftic countenance, wherefore^ faid (he to him, calling 
Um by his name, do you fofier yourfelf to be deprefled 
by therigours of fortune? alasi anfwered he, my friends 
have forfaken me^ I have no longer any fubftance, no* 
thing remains to me, but creditors^ and law-fuits; my 
birth crowns my misfortune; I oinnot bear the thought 

D 2 
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of working like a flavtf , in order to earn my livinf • ' 
Then Ceres replied: doth nobility confift in pof- 
feilaons ? doth it not rather eonfift in imitating the vir- 
tue of one's anceftors? there are none noble bat fuch 
as are jaft. live upon little; earn that little by your 
labour; be a burden to nobody; and you will be the 
nobieft of men. mankind render themlelves miferable 
by fbftnefs and falfe glory, if neceflTaries are wanting 
to yooy why would you owe them to any others than 
youHelf ? do you want courage to give them to your* 
fclfy by a laborious life ? 

Shefaid; and forthwith prefented to him a golden 
plough, with an horn of plenty, then Bacchus ap- 
pearedy crowned with ivy, and holding a thyrfe in his 
hand, he was followed by Pan, who played upon the 
flute, and made Fauns and Satyrs dance around. Po- 
mona next made her appearance, loaded with fruits, 
and Flora bedecked with the liveliefl: and moft fragrant 
flowers ; all the rural deities caftafavourable eye upon 
Meleficbthon. 

He awoke, conceiving the force and meaning of 
this divine dream ; he felt himfelf cheated and full of 
tafle for all the labours of a country life, he difdofed 
the dream to Proxinoe, who entered into all his fen- 
timents. the very next day they difmifled all their uie- 
lefs {ervants ; no longer was to be feen about them 
any domeftics, whofe (ble employment was the fer« 
vice of their perfons ; they had now neither chariot. 
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nor charioteer : Pfoxinoe with Poemenis fpon as they 
tended their fheep ; afterwards they made their webs 
and finffs ; then they cut and iewed their own doatfas^ 
and thofe of the reft of their family : in place of the 
works of fiik, gold ^ and filver, which they had wont 
to make with the exquifiteart of Minerva, they now 
exerciled thetr fingers only at the fpindle, or iiich 
like humble toils ; they prepared mih their own 
bands, the herbs which they gathered in their garden, 
for the food of the whole houfe; the milk of their 
flock, which they went and milked tbemfelves, com- 
pleted their plentiful chear ; they bought nothing, all 
was prepared with propriety and eafe : every thing 
was good, fimple, natural, (eafbned by appetite, infe* 
parable fromfobriety and labour. 

In this rural life, every thing about them was clean 
and neat ; all the tapeftry was fold, but the walls of 
the houfe were white, nor was ought to be feen any 
where flovenly, or out of order ; the furniture was 
never covered with duft; the beds were of ftuffs,coarie, 
but decent ; the very kitchen had a neatnefs, not to 
be found in great houfes, every thing there was finely 
difpofed and finning, to regale the fiunily on holi- 
days, Proxinoe would bake delicious cakes ; fiie had 
bees, whofe honey was fweeter than that which flowed 
from the trunks of hollow oaks, during the golden 
«ge. the cows came of themlelves to ofler floods of 
milk ; that laborious houfwife had in her garden all the 
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pbuitKtifefigd far ifaefeod of wu»,iB ctdtfiafim, and 
WM«hra^ dieirfV to htve the ftu ts and hetbs ifr dieiff 
fdjpeam times; flwlwdeTen agrettmanyiixwersy 
w b ewo £l hefoikkpaft,after liaviageiiiployadtheotlier 
in tiK adorning of her hoa6. the dangliter feconded 
the mother, and tafted no other pkafare than that of 
finging while flie worked^ or tended her flocks in the 
piftnres ; no other flockequidled hers^nor contagion^ 
nor wolves daid appuoach it ; as flie&ng her tender 
iamhkins danced upon the grafs, and all the echoes 
around (eemed to take pteafttre in repeating her fongiw 

Melefiohthon manured himfelf his iidd, himfeif 
drove his piough, himfelf fowed and reaped ; he found 
the. toils of tgricultnre lefs hard^moreinnocent, and 
more ufeful than thofe of war. fcuice had he mowed 
the tender grafs of his meadows, when he hafted to 
cany, off the gifts of Ceres, which paid him an hun- 
dredfold Us feed* quickly Bacchusdiftilled forhim^p 
a nedar worthy of the table of the gods ; Minerva 
gavohim alfo the fruit of her tree, which is fo ufeful 
to man. winter was the feafon of refr^ wherein the 
wholefomilyaflcmbled^tafted an innocent, joy, and 
thankodthe godsforbdng fo difabafed of falfeplea^ 
fures, they eat no meat, but in their facriiices, and! 
their flocks were defiined folely for the altars. 

Mdibeus difcovered fcarce any of the paflions d 
youth; he tended the lai^ cattle, he felled groi^ 
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oaks i« the forefts, he 'dog little canals cowateriA^ 
•neadows^ he was inde£itif abk in «aling his father; 
his pleafiires, nkntn laboar wts not ia ftafony ^mere 
hun^ng, rsttiHDg ^ijch ;wmiigpei4bii« offaisowmge^ 
and r«a(tingy ^ whkh 4m father had given him a 
tafte. 

In a very IMe time Meleliththon, by u^cxAommg 
himr<4fto a (knple fife^ feand hiflnfelf richer ^lan he 
had been before^ he had indeed only the neceflariet 
of life, hot he had them ail in abundance $ he had lit- 
tle or no fociety, but in his own family ; they aU kived 
one another, and rendered themfelves mutually hap- 
py ; they lived hi from the palaces of kings, and from 
the pleafures that are bought to dear ; theirs were 
fweet, innocent, llmple, eafy to be found, and with- 
out any dangerous confequence. thus were Melibeus 
and Poemenis bred up in the tafte of rural toils ; they 
remembred their birth, only in order to have the more 
courage in fupporting poverty, plenty returning in- 
to that houfe, brought back no pride with it ; the 
i^hole fiimily were ftili fimple and laborious, when 
every body would be faying to Meleficbthon, riches 
flow again upon you, it is time to reafliime your 
ancient fplendor, he would make this anfwer, whe- 
ther would you have me attach myfelf to the page- 
antry which was my undoing, or to a fimple and la- 
borious life, which hath rendered me rich and happy > 
9t lengthy finding himlelf oae day in that darkfome 
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woody where Ceres bad inftroded him by fo nieful a 
dreaniihe laid him down upon the grafs, with at much 
joy at he had had angoifh the time before, he fell a- 
fleep, and the goddefs appearing to him, as in hit for- 
mer dream^ befpokehim in thele words: true nobility 
confifts in receiving nothing from any^ and in doing 
good to others, receive, therefore, nought hot from 
the fraitfal womb of the earth, and from your own 
labour; bewareof ever quitting through foftnefs or 
vain-glory^ what is the natural and inezhanfiible fource 
^f plenty. 



ARISTEUS AND VIRGIL* 

FABLE III. 

VI It G I L being come down into the lower regi- 
ons^ entered intd the happy plains^ where the 
heroes^ and men infpited by the gods, pafled a blifsfol 
life, on lawns, ever Enamelled with flowers, and inter* 
fefted by a thoufand ftreams. 

Straightway the (hepherd Arifteus, who was there 
in the number of the demi-gods, advanced towards 
him, having learned his name, what joy have I, (aid 
he, to fee fo great a poet : yoar verles flow more 
finoothly than the dew upon the tender blade ; lb fweet 
their harmony, that they diiTolve the heart, and melt 
the eyes to tears of rapture : you have made fome up* 
on me, and my bees, that Homer himfelf might be 
jealous of ; I owe as much to yon as to Sol and Cy* 
rene, the glory I enjoy, it is not yet long fince I re* 
cited thofe fo tender and delicate verfes to Linus^He- 
fiod, and Homer : after hearing them, they went all 
three and drank of the water of the river Lethe, in 
order to forget them, fo much were they mortified to 
revolve in their memory, ver(es fo worthy of them> 
which they had not made, you know the jealonfy of 
the poet'tribe; come then,and take yourplacearoongft 
them, it \rill be but a very forry one, replied Yirgil^ 
Hace they are fo jealous ; I fhall have but uncomfort* 

E 
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able hours to pafs in their company ; I fee plainly 
*your bees were not more eaCly provoked^ than the 
ipirit of the poets, it is true^ replied Arifteus^ they 
buz like bees ; like them, they have a piercing fting, 
to dart into whatever inflames their wrath. I (hall have 
alfoy faid Virgil, another great man to deal with, and 
that is the divine Orpheus, how do yoa live with him? 
badly enough, anfwered Arifteus ; he is dill jealous 
of his wife, as the other three are of the glory of their 
verfc's : but as for you, he will receive you well, as 
you have treated him honourably^ and have fpoke 
much more modedfy than Ovid, of his quarrel with 
the women of Thrace, who butchered him. but tarry 
we no longer ; (et us enter into yon facred grove, wa- 
tered with (b many fountains, clearer than the cryftah 
you (hall fee that the whole facred band will ri(e to do 
you honour* do you not hear already Orpheus* lyre? 
hark J Linus fings the gods and giants £ght ; Homer 
prepares to fing Achilles revengbg Patroclus' death 
by that of Hedor : but Hefiod is the (hade you have 
fnoft CO fear ; for by the humour he is of, he will rage 
that yon have dared to treat, whh fo much elegance, 
all rural things, which were his proper portion, (carce 
had Ari(leosfini(hed thefe words, when they arrived 
in that cool (hade, where reigns an eternal enthufiafm, 
which po(re(Ies thofe divine bards, they all rofe up ; 
Virgil was made to fit down, and ibon was prayed to 
fing hisverfes; hefungihem; atfirft, with modefly^ 
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and then with tran(port : the mod jealous felt^ in fpite 
ofthemfelveSy a fweetnefs that ravifhed them ; Or- 
pheus' lyre^which had enchanted the rocks and woods^ 
dropt out of his hands, and the briny tears trickled 
from his eyes ; Homer forgot^ for a moment, the ra- 
pid magnificence of the Iliad, and the pleafing varie- 
ty of the Odyfley ; Linus thought thofe beautiful ver- 
fes had been made by his father Apollo, and he fat 
motionlefs, (Iruck, and fufpended by the tender me- 
lody ; old Hefiod moved, could not withftand the 
charm, sx length, coming a little tohimfelf, he pro< 
nounced thefe words, full of jealoufy and Indigna- 
.tion: O Virgtl, thou baft made vcrfes mor« laiHng 
than the braft or bronze ! but I foretel thee, that the 
world (hall fee one day a boy, who fliaU tranflate thy 
yerfe into his native tongue, and ihare with thee (the 
glory then of having fung the bees. 
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A L I B E G. 

THE PERSIAN. 

FABLE IV, 

SHAH AbbaSy King of Perfia, being once upon a 
progrefs^ rode ofFfrom his conrty in order to paft 
through the country incognito^ and to fee the people 
in all their native liberty : he took only oneof his cour- 
tiers with him. I am quite a ftranger, faid the King to 
him^to the real manners of men;whatever approacheth 
us is difgui(ed; it is art, and not fimple nature, whicb 
fhewsitfelf to us. I mean to (ludy the country life, and 
to fee that fpecies of men, which is fo much deipifed, 
alt^o' they be the true fuppqrt of all human fociety. I 
aip weary of feeing courtiers, who watch my every 
motion, to take advantage of me by flattery; I mud 
go and fee husbandmen and fhepherds, who know me 
not. he paiTed, with his confident, thro' the midft of 
leveral villages^ where the peafants were a dancing; 
and was ravifhed to find, far from courts, calm and 
unexpenfivepleafures. he made a meal in a cottage^ 
jind^ as he was very hungry after walking more thin 
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erdintry, the homely cheer hemet with, *feemed to 
him more pleafant than all theexquifite meats of lus 
table, in paiiing through a flowery meadow, wfaiiph 
bordered a cryflal ftream, he fpted a youthful (hepberd 
playing upon the pipe, in the fhade of a lofty ehn^bis 
flieep feeding pleaiandy by. be makes up, and exa- 
mines him ; he finds his phyfiognomy agreeable, hit 
eir Gmple and ingenuous, but noble and graceful; the 
rags wherewith the fwain was clothed, did not at all 
diminiHi the lufire of his beauty, the King thought at 
firfithat this was fome perfon of iiluftrious birth in 
difguife ; but he was informed by the youth, that his 
father and mother were in a neighbouring village, and 
that his name was Alibeg. the more the King quefti- 
oned him, the more he admired his iblidity and under- 
Handing, his eyes were quicks but had nothing fiery 
or wild; his voice was fweet, engaging, and afiPeding; 
his countenance had nothing coarfe, but it was not a 
foftand effeminate beauty, the fhepherd, about fix- 
teen, had no notion of his being fuch as he appeared 
to others; he imagined that he thought, that hefpoke, 
that he was made like the other fwains of his village; 
but, without education, he had learned all that rea- 
•fon teaches thofe who give ear to her. the King, af- 
ter fome familiar converfation,was charmed with him; 
. he learned from him every thing about the (late of the 
. people, which Kings never hear from the croud of 
flatterers that furroniid tbetp; he would now and iSncu 
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fmile at die nadvefimplidty of tbekd, who was pn> 
feaiy free in hU anfwers : it was no fmaU novelty tp 
Ihe King to hear any talk lb natnrally : he made a 
fign to his attendant not to difcoyer that he was the 
King ; for he feared left Alibcg (houldjofe, in a mo- 
menty all his freedom and grace, did he come to know 
before whom he fpoke. I fee plainly , faid the Prince 
to the courtier, diat nature is no lefs beantifbl in the 
loweft, than in thehigheftconditipns. never did King's 
diild appear better bom, than this boy who keeps 
Iheep ; too happy (hould I think myfelf to have a fon 
as handfome, as fenfiUe, and as amiable ; he fiscms to 
me fit for any thing, and, if care is taken to inftrua 
him, this will furely one day be a great man. I am re- 
folded to have him educated under my own eye. the 
King carried off Alibeg, who was not a little fnrprif- 
cd to underfland to whom he had made lumfelf agree* 
able* he was taught to read, to write, to ling, and af« 
terwards mafters were given him for the arts and fi:i- 
cnces which adorn the mind, at firfi,he was a little 
dazzled with the fplendor of the court ; and his great 
change of fortune made feme (mail change on his 
heart ; his youth, and (hare of favour joined together, 
fomewhat altered his wifdom and moderation ; in- 
ftead of his crook, pipe, and (hepherd's humble gar- 
ment, he put on a purple robe, embroidered with gold, 
and a turban,covered with precious ftones; his beauty 
cclipfed all that the court could boaft of a* moft agreea- 
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ble; he reuudered himfclf capable of the moft ferioua 
affairs^ and merited the confidence of his mafter, who 
knowing Alibeg's excjuifitetaflein whatever belongs 
ed to the magnificence of a palace^ beftowed on him 
at length a chai^ very confiderable in Perfia^ which 
is that ofkeeping all the Prince's jewels and valuable 
furniture. 

During the whole life of the great Shah Abbasi 
Alibeg continoed to grow in favour, as he advanced 
to riper years, he at length remembred his ancient 
condition, and often would he regret it. O gloriooi 
days! woold he fiiy to himfelf, innocent days, days 
wherein I tafted pure, and unindangered joy ; days^ 
fince which I have feen none Co pleafant ; (hall I never 
(ee yon again ? he, who deprived me of you, by giv- 
ing me fo great riches^ hath robbed me of my all. ha 
would needs go and re-vifit his vilkge. he was ienfi* 
bly atfeded in all the places where he had formerly 
danced, fnng,and blown the pipe with his compani- 
ons : he made fome iettlementupon all his relations 
and friends ; but he recommended it to them, as they 
valued their happinefs, never to quit the rural ]ife,nor 
expofe themfelves to the misfortunes of a court. 

The(e misfortunes he experienced after the death 
of his good mafter Shah Abbas,who was fucceeded by 
hisfon Shah Sephi. fome courtiers, full of envy and 
artifice/ound means to prepoilefs him againft Alibeg. 
hehathabnfed, faid they, the late King's confidence; 
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be htth tmafled immenfe treafares, and imbezelcd 
many things of the higheft value, which were com- 
mitted to his charge. Shah Sephi was at once young, 
and a prince; this was more than fuffident to make 
him credulous, indolent, and inconfiderate; he had 
the vanity to pretend to reform what his lather had 
done, and to judge better than he. in order to have a 
pretext to difpofTefs Alibeg of his cfEcey he defired 
him, by the adviee of his envious courtiers, to fetch 
him a (cimitar, (et with diamonds of an immenfe va- 
lue^ which the King, his grand-father, had wont to 
wear in battle. Shah Abbas had formerly canfed all 
Ihoie fine diamonds to be taken off from that fcimi* 
tar ; and Altbeg proved, by unexceptionable witnefTes^ 
that the thing had been done by the late King's order^ 
before the office had been given him. when Alibeg's 
enemies faw that they could no longer avail themfelves 
of this pretence to deftroy him, they advifed Shah 
Sephi to command him to make out, within the fpace 
of fifteen days, an exad inventory of all the precious 
moveables with which he was entrufted. at the end of 
fifteen days he defired to fee all the things himfelf. 
Alibeg opened all the doors to him, and (hewed him 
every thing he had in his cuftody ; nothing was want*^ 
ing, all was neat, properly difpofed, and preferved 
with the greateft care, the King, aftonifhed to find 
every where fo much order and exaanefs,hadalroofl 
received Alibeg again into &vour, when he fpied at 



ALIBEO THE P E R S I A K. 33 

at the end of a great gallery, full of very coftly famr- 
ture, an iron door , which had three great locks, it is 
there, whifpered the jealous courtiers, Alibeg has hid 
all the precious things he has robbed you of. immedi- 
ately the King in rage, cried out, I want to fee what is 
within that door; what have you put there? (hew me 
inftantly. at thefe words Alibeg threw himfelf on his 
knees, conjuring him in the name of God, not to take 
from him what he held moft precious upon earth, it is 
not juft, faid he, that I (hould lofe, in a moment, my 
only remnant, my fole refuge, after having toiled fo 
many years in the (ervice of the King, your father : 
take from me, if you pleafe, all the reft, but leave me 
only this, the King made not the fmalleft doubt but 
this was fome ill-got treafure, which Alibeg had amaf- 
fed. he afTumed therefore an higher tone, and infilled 
abfolutely that the door (hould be opened, at laft Ali- 
beg, who had the keys,opened it himfelf. nothing was 
there found in that repofitory but the crook, the pipe, 
and (hepherd's garment, "which Alibeg had formerly 
worn, and which he oft re-vifited with joy, for fear of 
forgettlnghis primitive condition, behold, fatd he, O 
great King, the precious remnants of my ancient hap* 
pinefs ; neither fortune, nor your power, hath been 
able to take them from me; behold my treafure which 
I keep to enrich myfelf, when you (hall have made 
me poor ; take back all the reft, but leave me thefe 
dear pledges of my firft eftate ; thefe are true pof- 
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ieflions, which will never foil me; thefc are the fim- 
ple, innocent pofleflions, ever comfortable to fnch as 
can be content with the neceffary, and torment not 
themfelves about the faperfluous; thefe are the poflH^ 
fions whereof liberty and fafety are the fruits ; thefe 
are the poffcflions which never have given me one 
moment's uneafinefs ; O dear inftruments of a fimplc 
and happy life ! I love nought but you; withyoulwifh 
to live and die ; why (hould other deceitful goods have 
come to beguile me, and to difturb the repofe of my 
life ? I reftore to you, great King, all thofc riches 
which accrue to me from your liberality ; I keep on- 
ly what I had, when the King your father came, by 
his favours, to make me unhappy. 

The King hearing thefe words, and perceiving the 
innocence of Alibeg, was filled with indignation 
againfl: the courtiers, who had aimed at his deftrndli- 
on, and baniftied them for ever from his prefenfce. A- 
libeg became his principal officer,, and was intruded 
with the mod fecret affairs, but daily did here-vifit 
his crook, his pipe, and ancient raiment, which he 
held always ready in his treafure, in order to re-afliime 
them, whenever inconftant fortune (hould interrupt 
his favour, he died in an extreme old age, without 
having ever deflred either to punifh his enemies, or 
to amafs an e(late;andleaving his relations only where- 
withal to live in the ftation of (hepherds^ which he 
thought always the fafeftand happieft. 
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BRAMINTH. 

FABLE V. . 

THERE was a yoaog man, more beauteous than 
the day, named Rofimund^and who bad as much 
wit and virtue, as his elder brother Bramipth was 
homely^ difagreeable, bmtal| and wicked. their>mo- 
ther, who abhorred herddeft Ton, made the younger 
the darling of her eyes. Braminth, ftung with jealoufy 
and envy, devifed an horrid calumny to deftroy his 
brother, he told his father that Rofimund made a prac- 
tice of going to a neighbour's, who was his mortal 
enemy, to report to him whatever pafled at home, and 
to fiirniih him with the means of poifoning his fa« 
ther. the father, in a violent paifion, beat his fon 
cruelly, laid him weltering in blood, then confined 
him three days without fufienance, and, lad of all, 
turned him out of his houfe, threatning him mtb 
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death ifhe ever returned, the mother, frighted out of 
her witS| durft not (ky a word, nor vent her anguifii, 
bat in moanful ilghs. the lad went crying away ; and 
not knowing whither to retreat, draggled, towards 
evening, into a great wood, night overtook him at 
the foot of a rock ; he laid him down at a cave's month, 
upon a mofly carpet, where glided a limpid ftream,and 
there, thro' wearinefs, he fell afleep. 

Waking at break of day, he beheld a beautiful wo- 
man, mounted on a grey palfrey, with furniture of 
gold embroidery, who appeared to be going to the 
chace. have you not feen, faid fhe to him, a flag and 
dogs pafs this way? he anfwered, no. methinks you 
arc in diftrefs, faid the huntrefs ; what is the matter 
with you? be comforted, young man, and take this 
ring, which will render you the happiefl: and moft 
powerful of men, provided you never abufe it : when 
you turn the diamond inward, you will inftantly be- 
come invifible ; whenever you turn it outward, yon 
fhail appear plainly ; when you put the ring on your 
little finger, you (hall feem the King's fon, attended 
by a magnificent court; when you clap it on your ring 
finger, you (hall appear in your own likenefs. the 
youth now underflood that it was a fairy who thus 
fpoke to him, which fhe had no fooner done, than fhe 
plunged into the woods, as for him,he flraightway re- 
turned home to his father's, impatient to make trial 
of his ring, he fawand heard undiicovered whatever 
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he pleafed ; he had it now in his power to revenge him- 
felf of his brother, without being expofed to any dan- 
ger ; be ihewed himfelf only to his mother, embraced 
her, and told her all his wonderful adventure, after- 
wards, clapping the inchanted ring on his little fin- 
ger, he appeared, all of a fudden, like the Prince royaJ, 
with an hundred fine caparifbned horfes, and a great 
number of officers, in rich array, his father was not 
a little aftoniihed to fee the King's fon in his humble 
habitation ; he was quite confounded, and at a lofs 
how to pay him -due refpeA. then Rofimund asked 
him, how many fons he had ? two, replied the father, 
I want to fee them ; call them prefently, faid the pre* 
tended prince : I mean to carry them both to court, in 
order to make their fortune, the father, in a panic, 
aniwered with a faultering voice, behold the eldeft^ 
whom 1 here prelent to you . where pray is the younger, 
I muft have him too, faid Rofimund. he is not here, 
replied the father ; I had chaitifed him for a fault, and 
he has run away from me. then Rofimund faid to him, 
you (hould have inftruAed him, but not driven him 
from your honfe : give me, however, the elder ; let 
him follow me, and do you, faid he, fpeaking to the 
father, go along with two guards, who will condud 
you to the place I (hall appoint, flraightway two 
guards carried off the father ; and the fairy above- 
mentioned, meeting him in a foreft, fmote him with 
a gp^den wand; and made him enter imto a dark and 
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deep cavern^ where be remained inchanted. abide 
tbere^Cud flie^till your fon come and fetch yoa out. in 
the mean while the fon went to the King'9 conrt, at a 
time when the young Prince had embarked, in order 
to make war in a diftant ifland. be had been driven by 
the winds upon unknown coafts, where after ihip* 
wrecks he remained captive with a fa vage people. Ro- 
fimund appeared at court as if he had been the Prince, 
whoie lofs was univeriidly lamented, he faid he had 
got fafe home by the help of fome merchants, with* 
out whom he (hould certainly have periihed. the pub- 
lic mourning now was turned to joy. the King ap- 
peared fo tranfported that he could not fpeak, but 
long did he embrace, and longer would have embraced 
that fon he had imagined dead, the Queen was, if pol^ 
fible, ftill more afPeded. the greateft rejoicings were 
made throughout the whole kingdom. 

One day he who pafled for the Prince, faid to his 
true brother Braminth, you fee I have brought you 
out of your village in order to make your fortune ; 
but I know that you are a lyar, and that yon have by 
your calumnies, occafioned the misfortune of your 
brother Rofimund ; he is here concealed ; I will have 
you to fpeak to him, and he (hall confront you. Bra- 
minth trembling, threw himfdf at his feet, and con- 
fefled his fault, no matter, faid Rofimund, I will have 
you to fpeak to your brother, and to ask him par- 
don ; he will be very generous if he forgive you ; you 
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do not delerve it ; he is in my clofet, where you (hall 
fee him prefently ; in the mean time^ I will go into 
the next apartment, to leave yon more at liberty with 
him. Braminthraade obeifance, and went towards the 
dofet : inftantly Rofimund (hifted his ring, paded 
thro' the adjoining room, and entered by a back-door 
in his nataral (hape, in which Braminth was not a 
little abafhed to fee him.he asked his pardon, and pro*- 
mifed reparation of all his faults. Rofimund embra- 
ced him with tears, forgave him, and faid to him, I 
am in high favour with the Prince ; it is in my power 
to have you put to death, or to confine you for life in 
a dungeon ; but I will be as indulgent to you as you 
have been cruel to me. Braminth, alhamed and con* 
founded, anfweredwith great fubmiflion, not daring 
to lift up his eyes, nor to call him brother. Soon after 
this interview, Rofimund pretended to make a iecret 
expedition, in order to efpoufe a Princefs of a neigh- 
bouring kingdom ; but under this pretext he went to 
fee his mother, to whom he related all he had done at 
eourt, and gave her in her need fome fmall (upply of 
money ; for the King allowed him to take whatever 
he had a mind, but he never abufed that indulgence, 
mean while there broke out afurious war between the 
King and a neighbouring monarch, who regarded 
neither faith, nor juftice. Rofimund repaired to the 
hoftile King's court, and by means of his ring got in- 
to all the fecret counfels of that Prince^ remaining all 
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the while iiivifible : he Improved all he learned of 
the enemy's meafures^ towards preventing and dif- 
concerting him ; he commanded the army againd him; 
he intirely defeated him in a bloody battle, and quick- 
ly concluded with him an honourable peace, upon 
equitable conditions* 

The King now turned his thoughts wholly upon 

marrying his (on to a Princefs, who was heirefs of a 

neighbouring kingdom, and fairer than the Graces 

themfelves. but one day as Rofimund was gone a 

hunting in the fame foreft, where he had formerly 

met the fairy, (he prefented herfelf to him. beware, 

faid (he, with an awful voice, of marrying as though 

you were the Prince ; you muft deceive no body ; it is 

but j uft that thePrince,for whom you are taken,returny 

and fucceed to the King his father. go,therefore,with- 

out delay, and feek him out in an ifland, whither the 

winds, which I (hall fend to fwell your fails, (hall, 

without difficulty, waft you. hafte to render this fcr« 

vice to your mafter, however contrary to what might 

flatter your ambition, and think of returning, like an 

honeft man, to your native ftation ; if you do it not, 

you will be unjuft and unhappy, and I will abandon 

you to your ancient woes, Kofimund made no hefi- 

tation to improve the wife advice, upon pretence of 

undertaking a fecret negotiation in a neighbouring 

fiate, he embarked on board a (hip, and the winds 

bore hira prefently to the ifland, where the fairy had 
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told him the King's trae ton was* this Prince^ftiU cap- 
tive with the favage people, was employed in keeping 
. fheep. RoGmundinviiible, went to the paftares where 
he tended his flock, and covered him with his own 
cloak, which was invifible as himfelf, he delivered him 
out of the hands of the cruel people, they embarked 
together, and other winds,obedient to the&iry,wafted 
them back : they arrived together in the King's apart- 
ment. Rofimund preiented himielf to him, and faid^ 
you have believed me yoar ion; I am not, but here I 
reftore him to you ; behold your fon himfelf. the 
King, greatly aftoniflied, addrefled himfelf to his (on, 
dying; is it not you, my fon, who have vanquiflied 
my enemies, and glorionfly flruck the peace : or is 
it true that you fufiered fhipwreck, that you have 
been a captive, and that Rofimund hath delivered 
you ? even (b, my father, replied the Prince ; it is he 
who came over into the country, where I was a cap* 
ti ve, and brought me fafe away ; to him I owe my li- 
berty, and the pleafiireoffeeing you again; to him, 
not me, are you indebted for vidoryand peace, the 
King could not believe what was told him ; but Rofi- 
mund fhifting his ring, (hewed himfelf to the King in 
the likenefs of the Prince; and the King, in terror 
and amazei faw at once twopeHbns, each feemingly 
his fon. 

The King at laft fully fatisfied, offered immen(e 

fums to Rofimund for (o many fervices^ but he ma- 

G 
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deftly refilled them, and reqaefled only of the Kiaf 
the firronr to contbrae hU brother Braminth in a pkce 
he held at court ; as Ibr hwM(, be fearedtbs incon- 
ftancy of fortane, the envy of men, and his own frail- 
ty • he chofe) therefore, to retire tahis viliige intfa hit 
mother, where he chearftrily retarmedto the ploii^* 
The f»ry, whom he {$ew again in the woodsiylhewed 
him the carem where his fiidier wa»,and toii him die 
words he muft pvonotmce, in order to fet hmv free. 
tbofe words he proQonacedwithaveryfeiifibksjioy; 
he delivered his fether, whkh he had long keen hnpa- 
tienc to do, and' gavelum wherewithal to paliihiaoU 
age eomforcahly. dkns RoGmnnd wasa bencfiifboc to 
his whole finnily, and had tbrpfeafareofdon^good 
to all tfaofffwho hod meant to do him evil, after ha^ 
mg done fo nnch for the conrt, he^defired nothing of 
k, bat the liberty ofl l frag Cn fioar its cttrmpttoti. to 
crown hts wifibm^ he feared lefli ha ring flioaU teaqpt 
him to kawe his felitvde^ and re-eng^him.in pub« 
lie a&irs ; under this a^rehenfion^he reOiniedtnto 
the wood, where thv foiryfaad appeased to himfofir* 
▼oorably; he took daily walks, by the caveim^ where 
he had had the happine&of feeingherhetetoiive;- and 
diis be (fid, in hopes to fin bsv again^ at lengt& (he 
prefented berfelf to him,, aodheg^ve hcs basLthein» 
chanted ring. I return toyouyfaidhe, a gift, as dan* 
geronsas ic is valuahle>.sgiftfb eaQr tohe abuled; I 
IhaH not think myfelf m frfety^ fo bng^aS' I< poffifi 
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fiidi ft temptation to qnk my feliuide^ with (q nu* 
uf mcttis to^p^fy all my paffiont. 

While Rofimund was returning the ring^Bramitttfay 
whofe wiGkediiiifpofition wasno ways correded> gave 
himfelf up to all his paflios«,and would needs engage 
the young Pmce^ who was become King, to de Ro- 
fimund iinwofthily. tbefairy, knowing bts pra&cet^ 
told RoGmund; your brother, ilill a lying incendiary ^ 
has been endeavouring to render you fii(peded to the 
new SLingf and to wori^ your ruin ; he deferves to be 
punidbfld^aod he nufi needs peridi: I will go and give 
lum this ring which you return to me. Rofinuind be- 
wailed hb brother*! £ite| and then find to the£iiry ; 
bow do youmcan to punidi him by lb wondeifiil a 
preient ? he will abule it to thepetiecating of ail tbe 
good, and to the attaining of a boundiefs power, the 
fiune things^ reified lihe fairy, are a bfeffingto fi>me, 
and a cnrfe to others ; ptolperky is the fonrce of all 
evils to the wicked ; the effedbial way to pnnifli a viU 
lain is to render him very powerRii, which will make 
him run headlong to deftrodion . 

She then Set out fixr the palace, where (he (hewed 

herfelf to Braminth, in the fhape of an old woman, 

doathedin rags; fhe told him, I have recovered out 

of your brother's hands, the ring which I had lent him, 

and wherewidial he had acquired lb much glory ; 

Here, receive it from me, and take heed what ufe yon 

(hall mdte of it, Braminth replied, with a finile ; I 

Ga 
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Ihall not do like my brother, who was foolifli eiioagh 
to go in queft of the Prince, when he might have reign* 
ed in his place. 

Braminthy now mafter of the ring, made it his whole 
bufinefs to difcover the fecrets of all families, to com- 
mit treacheries, murders, villainies ; to overhear the 
King's counfels, and to defraud private perfbns of 
their property, his invifible crimes aftoniflied every 
body, the King perceiving fo many fecrets difcover* 
ed, was at a lofs to what to afcribe this inconvenience; 
but the boundlefs profperity, and exceifive infoience 
of Braminth, made him fufped that he had got hia 
brother's inchanted ring, in order todetedhim, he 
employed a foreigner of an hoftile nation, and gave 
him a great fum of money to work withal, this man 
came to Braminth by night, and offered him on the 
part of the adverfe King, immenfe riches and honours; 
if he would let him know, by proper ipies, whatever 
he could learn of his royal mafter's fecrets. 

Braminth readily promifed every thing, and had 
himfelf even carried to a certain place, where a very 
large fum was advanced him, as an earned of his re- 
ward, in his inebriation of joy, he boafted of having a 
ring that rendered him invifible. next morning the 
King fent for him, and ordered him to be feized and 
fearched; the ring was taken from him, and papers 
were found upon him, which fufficiently proved his 
crimes. &olimund came to court to intercede forhia 
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brother's pardon, but it was refufed him. Braminth 
was put to death ; and fb the ring proved more fatal 
to him, than it had been ufefiil to his brother. 

The King to comfort Rofimund for the juft pu- 
niihment of Braminth, reftored to him the ring, as 
the moft ineftimable prefent he could make him. the 
affllfled Rofimundjndged not fo ; but haded back to 
the woods in queft of the fairy, here, faid he,takeyour 
ring ; my brother's fad experience bath fiilly explain- 
ed to me what I did not fo clearly comprehend at 
firfl when you told it me ; keep that fatal inftrument 
of my brother's ruin ; alas ! he had been yet alive ; 
he would not have brought the grey hairs of my fa- 
ther and mother with fhame and forrow to the grave; 
he might, perhaps, have become wife and happy^ had 
he never bad wherewithal to gratify his defires i Oh! 
how dangerous a thing it is to have more power than 
other men ! take back your ring; wo to thofe upon 
whom you fhall beflow it ; the only favour I requefl 
of you is, never to give it any perfon in whom I am 
concerned. 
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FABLE VI, 

A CooAlryoWOQiaii dhancing to be acquainted with 
a oogbboormg fairy, invited her to one of ber in- 
ifittgfyatwhichlheliadadaQgbter. theory tooktbe 
child into ber arms as foon as it was bom, and faid 
to tbe mother, take your choice ; yonr daughter (hall 
be, if yon will, bea«t€oiie as die day, of a wit fiiU 
bri^terthan her beanty, and Queen of a great king- 
dom, but imhappy ; or eUe flie (hall be an homely 
countrywoman likeyoorleU> but contented in her 
condition, the woman chofe inftantly for the child 
beauty and wit, with a crown, at the hazard of .any 
unhappinefs. and now behold the little girl, whole 
beauty begins already to ecliple all that the world ever 
faw; her temper was (oft, polite, and engaging ; (he 
learned whatever they pleafedto teach her, and foon 
knew it better than thole that taught her ; (he would 
dance upon the grafs of a holidayi with more grace 



t)Mn dl her ccMniMinons ; her voice Urt^ more ttdfing 
tfaaoi «ny iaftrtmieBtof raufic^siMlthefiifigt flwfiuig 
were of ber ovn conipofilioB* fiyr wnie time Aedki 
not know that (he was beantiful ', bntf^aying one cby 
with her eoniNiiiioflt, hf tlefide of « cvyftri fimntabi, 
ihe chaaced tofee hei&if ; fhe uxk notice how Hffe* 
rent (he was ffom the #eft ; flir adnmed herfetf > the 
whole connoy, who flocked to fee her^ mmfe ber (till 
moteconfeioOT of ber cfaams. her mother itlying ap- 
on the hkft ps ecKAions^ kn^d upon ber afareadjr 
as a Qnectt^ and fpoiled ber by her iadnlgence: the 
ywsflgwodMin woold neidber fpin, sov few, nOrtcnd 
f be fiicttp $ §U a»ufed bcrMf h» gatbenag flowors, in 
dedimglerhea^wllbthem^ iar&i^ng'anddandng 
m the fiudjrgwife^ 

Thr KStfg 4i thai tmntgy was a tery po^srerfel 
Mttcey andhadaM only fen n^med Rofinnnd^ whom 
tie diefired to marry, he woold never hear of any Prhi«- 
ceftfo^thettei^bomringkingdoms^afairy havii^ai^ 
foretf him> that he ihoald find a eonntry maid^ move 
Beae^firf and more aetompKihed tltoft aU thePtitf- 
ce{K» nt the world, he took a refoln^n to eafife aH 
thecocmtry lafiles of hiskmgdtna, tmder eighteen years 
of age, tobe aAmbfed, in order to make choice of the 
perfottffloA worthy to be chofen. there were prefenrc^ 
ly excluded vaft numbers of girls, who poflefledbM 
ati ordfoary hesNify, and thirty were fekded, who in- 
ftffpaflbd aH the reft, fknik (ftieb was" our 
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damfel^s name) had no difficulty to be pat m this 
number, thefe thirty maids were ranged in the middle 
of a great hall, in a kind of amphitheatre, where the 
Kmg and his ion might behold diem all at once. FJo- 
ritk if^>eared forthwith amidft the reft^what a beautiful 
anemone would appear amongft marigolds^ or what a 
£ouri(hing orange-tree would appear amidfl: wild 
bufhes. the King cried out^that (he deferved his crown. 
Rofimund thought himfelf happy to poflefs Florifa. 
her country doatbs were pulled off, and others given 
her, embroidered all with gold ; in an inftant (he iaw 
herfelf covered with pearls and diamonds ; a great 
number of ladies were occupied in attending her ; 
their fole ftudy was to divine what might pleafe her, 
in order to fave her the trouble of asking it. Ihe was 
lodged in a magnificent apartment of thepahwe^ which 
Jiad, inlleadof tapeilry, large mirrours, of the whole 
height of the chambers and dofets, that (he might 
have the pleafare of feeing her beauty multiplied on 
•all fides f and that the Prince might admire her^ which 
way foever he csA his eyes. Rofimund had quitted the 
chacey play, and all bodily exerciles^ in order to be 
continually with her; and as the King her father had 
died foon after the marriage, it was the wife Florifa 
became Queen, whofe counfds decided all affairs of 
fiate. 

The Queen-mother of the new King, named Gro- 
*iiipot, foon grew jealous of her daughter-in-law. (he 
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Was artfiil, malicious, and cruel ; age had added a 
fHghtfbl deformity to her natural uglinefs, fo that in 
body and mind fhe was a perfed fury. Florifa's beauty 
made her appear ftiU more hideous, and afforded her 
conftant matter of provocation; fhe could not bear 
that fo beautiful a perfon, fhould render her more de- 
formed ; (he dreaded aUb her wit, and gave herfelf up 
to all the rage of envy : you have no (pirit, would (he 
oftentimes fay to her fon, elfe you never had married 
that littlecountry wench,and nowyou have the mean- 
nefs to make her your idol; fhe is as proud, as if fhe had 
been born to the place (he fills ; when the King your 
father had a mind to marry, he preferred me to any 
other, becaufe I was daughter to a King, his equal; 
and fo ought you to have done ; (end back that little 
ihepherdefs to her cottage,and think of fomePrincefs, 
whofe birth may fuit with yours. Rofimund was deaf 
to alibis mother's remonftrances; but Gronfpot one 
day got hold of a billet, which Florifa was writing to 
the King, and gave it to a young courtier, whom (he 
obliged to carry it to the King, as tho' Florifa had ex- 
prefled for him all that affedHon (he ought to have for 
the King alone. Rofimund, blinded by his jealoufy, 
and by the malicious coun(els his mother gavehim^ 
caufed Florifa to be (hut up for life, in an high tower, 
built upon the point of a rock, which reared itfelf in 
the fea. there (he cried night and day, not knowing by 
whatunjuft reprefentation the Kiug^ who hadfo lov- 

H 
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ed her, now treated her fo unworthily, (he trts tP 
lowed to fee none but an old wotattn, to whofe ftrtd 
charge Gronipot had committed her, and Whoirifuk- 
cd her every niomtfftt in her confinement, then Flo-* 
rlfa remembred, with regret, het viOage, her cottage, 
and all her rural pleafures. one day, as (he was over- 
whelmed with anguiflii and deploring the blindnefe 
of her mother, who had ch«fe father that fhe fhould 
be an handfdtiie and unfortunate Queen, than an 
homely and contented ftiepherdefs, the old hkg, who 
ufed her foill, caifie to tell her^ that the King was 
fending an executioner to cut off her head, and that 
now fhe had only to prepare for death. 
. Florifa anfwered, that fhe was ready to receive thd 
fatal blow; andaftually the executioner, fent by the 
King's order> and the advice of Gronipot, held up a 
great cutlafs, in order to ejtecution, when there ap- 
peared a Woman, iirho faid (he came from that Queen, 
to fpeak two \irords in private to Florifa before hel' 
death, the old hag could not refufe her this liberty, 
becaufe that perfoh feemed to be one of the ladies of 
the palace ; but it WaJi the fairy, who had predidled 
Florifa's misfonunes at her birth, and had affomed 
the figure of that lady of the Queen-mother, wheii 
(he bad got Florifa by her felf, having caufed every 
one elfc to withdraw ; are you willing, faid fhe, Flo- 
tifa, to renounce the beauty, which has proVed fo fa- 
tal to you ? are you willibg to part with the title of 



THE HISTOILT OF FLORISA. 5I 

Queen^ to re-aflbmeyour ancient Gray, and to return 
to your village? Florila was overjoyed to accept the of- 
fer, the&iry then clapped an inchantedmask upon her 
fiice^ and immediately her features became coarfe, and 
loft all their proportion ; (he now became as homely and 
unpleafing, as (he had been handfome and agreeable, 
in this condition^ (he was no longer to be known ; h 
ihepa(red>without difficulty^ thro' themidft of the peo- 
ple who were come to be witnefTes of her tragical end. 
fhe followed the fairy, and repalTed with her into her 
own country, they might (earch as they would for 
Florifa, no Florifa was to be found in any part of the 

• 

tower, the news was carried to the King and Groni- 
pot, who asSei frelh, but froidefs (earch, to be made 
for her over the whole kingdom, ihe fairy had re- 
ftored her to her Qiother, who would not have known 
her in (b great a diange, had (he not been appriied 
of it. Florifa was content to live homely, poor, and 
unknown In her village, where innocent, Ihe kepft 
dieharndefs (faeep : daily did fte hear her adventdrea 
irekted, and her miafortunea deplored ; diey were tha 
fiibjeft of monimfiil ditties, which melted every hearer 
Into tears; (betook plea(Lineifi fiaghigthem frequent* 
ly with her companions, and would weep at her fongs, 
like the reft ; but (he thought heHelf happy in tending 
her floek, and would never di(cover to anyone wba 
Aewaa. 
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AND 

C L A R I F I L E. 

« 

FABLE VIL 

THERE was once a King named Al&rout^ who 
was feared by all his neighbours, and loved by 
all his fubjedls : he was wife, good, jufl, valiant, ca- 
pable; in fhort, nothing was wanting to*him. a fairy 
came to wait on him, and to warn him that there 
would foon befal him great misfertunes, if he did not 
make uie of a ring, which (he put upon his finger, 
when he turned the diamond to the infide of his hand^ 
he became forthwith in vifible, and whenever he turned 
it outward, he was vifible as before, this ring was very 
convenient, and afforded him great pleafure : whea 
he fufpedled any of his fubjedts, he went into th&t per- 
fbn's dofet, with his diamond turned inward, and 
there he heard and faw unperceived, all his dpmefiip 
fecrets: if he dreaded the defigns of any neighbouring 
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King, away he went, and penetrated into his moft fe- 
cretcounfels, where he learned everything, undifco- 
vered ; thus did he, without difficulty, prevent what- 
ever was intended againft him ; he defeated feveral 
confpiracies formed againfl his perfon, and difcon- 
certed his enemies, who meditated his overthrow. 

He was not, however, contented with his ring, hut 
defired of the fairy, a means of tranfporting himfeli^ 
in a moment, from one country to another, to enable 
liim to make a fpeedier, and more commodious u(e of 
the ring which rendered him invifible. the £iiry an- 
fwered him, with a figh, you ask too much ; dread, 
dread the conlequence of inch a gift, he would hear 
nothing, but perfifted in his demand, well then, faid 
(he, fince it mnft be(b,I (hall give you, tho' much con- 
trary to my inclination, what you will repent of hav- 
ing, and having fo faid, (he anointed his (boulders 
with afweet fwelling liquor : immediately he felt lit- 
tle wings fprouting upon his back ; thefe diminutive 
wings did not appear under his cloaths, but when he 
had a mind to fly, he had only to touch them with his 
hand, and forthwith they became fo long, that he was 
capable of infinitely out-ftripping the rapid flight of 
an eagle; whenever he wanted to fly no longer, he 
had but to give his wings another touch, and ln(bmt- 
]y they contradled themfelves, fo as not to be per- 
ceived under his cloaths : by this means, the King 
yrcat wherever he pleafed in a few moments ; he knew 
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orerytfaia^y and no body could conceive how; &rlie 
would (hut himlelf op^ and leem to remain whole dayi 
in his cb(et, without any onedaringtooome into him; 
whenever he got there, he rendered himfdf invifibic 
by his ring; expanded bis wings by a touch, and over- 
flew immen& countries ; he thereby engaged himielf 
in greatwarsywhereinhegotwhatvidoriesbepleaied; 
but as he was conftantly privy to the fecreu of men, 
he obferved them io wicked anddifiembUng, that he 
duift no loafer tmft any one : the more he beicame 
powerfiil and formidable, the kfs be was beloved, and 
be foundbe waanot beloved by anyone, even of tboic 
en wbom he had conferred tbe greateft favours, to 
comfiirt himfelf, he refolded to go thro' all the coun.- 
tries of the world, in queft of an accoafdiifaed wor 
man, wbom he might talte to wik, of whom he might 
be beiovoi, and by whom he mi^t be made happy, 
long didlhe fisek her; and as be faw every thing, bim^ 
felf nmfeen, hehad aeeefs tp the moft impenetrable 
Jecrets. he weotthro* all coorts; be found everywhere 
coquettifli women, who wanted tobebcloyed,but wh^ 
ioved diem&lves too mucb, trnly to love abusband* 
he next made a tonr thro* the privaie ho^fes ; thcf^ 
one woman had a light and inconftant temper, ano- 
ther was cunning, a thiid faanghty yind a fourth whim* 
ileal, almoft ail felfe, vain, and idolizers of their pcy- 
ions, he then descended totfas loweft rank^ and here^ 
at length; he bmi ibe dao^ter of a poor hns ban4* 



tiiuc AtfAR^ivr Ant clarxfile. f^ 
itfan, beaBfeou^ as th^ iMrn, but fimple and ingenu' 
ons in her beauty ^whkb (be made fittle account of^and 
wbich was indeed ber fmalleft qnaFfty ; for (he had a 
iffit ^nd virtue which fiirpafled all the graces of her 
perfon ; all the youth of her neighbourhood cronded 
to fee her, and every young man would have thought 
to fecure hishappinefa^ by making her his wife. King 
illfstrout cobW not behold her, whhout falling pafli-' 
Onateiy tn love with her. he demanded her of hef 
father, who was tranfportedwith joy to find that his 
daughter fhould be a great Queen, Clarifile (for that 
Vas her name) pafled jFirofti her father's cottage into st 
rich palace, where a numerous court received her. (he 
was not at all dazzled Ivtth its fplendor, but preferved 
her fimplicity, her modefty, her virtue, and, at th^ 
(ylilacle of honours, forgot not whence fhe fprung. 
the King redoubled his tendernefs for hcr,and thought 
at length he Ihould coine to be happy ; and Indeed he 
wanted little of being fo already, ib much did he begin 
to confide in the Queen's goodn^fs of heart; he Would 
every now and then render hfmfelf invifibk, in order 
to obfcrve, and to forpttfe herj but hcdlfcover^d ne- 
ver any thing in her that he did not think worthy to 
be admired* 

There was now but one fmall remnant of jealotf- 
fy and diftruft, which ftill difturbed him a little in his 
fondnefs. the fairy who had foretold him the fatal 
confequencesof her laftgift, continued to warn him 
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of them, till at length he began to be peftered with her> 
wherefore, he gave orders that (he (hould no longer be 
admitted into the palace, and forbid the Queen to re- 
ceive her. the Queen promifed to obey, but with no 
fmali reludlance, for (he loved the good fiiiry . 

One day the fairy wanting to give the Queen fome 
intelligence of futurity, got accefs to her in the (hape 
of an officer, and upon her declaring to the Queen 
who (he was, her Majefty embraced her tenderly, the 
King, who was then in the room invifible, feeing this 
was tranfported with jealoufy to diftradtion: he drew 
his fword, and (labbed the Queen to the heart, who 
dropped down, expiring in his arms, that moment 
the fairy re-afTumed her true shape* the King knew 
her, and perceiving the Queen's innocence, would 
have killed himfelf ; but the fairy held his hand, and 
endeavoured to comfort him. the Queen with her laft 
breath faid to him,tho' I die by your hand,I die wholly 
yours. Alfarout deplored his misfortune, in having, 
in fpite of the fairy, inCfted upon a gift, which proved 
fo fatal to him. he returned her the ring, and prayed 
her to take away his wings, the remainder of his days 
he fpcnt in bitternefs and forrow ; nor had he any o- 
ther confolation than that of going and shedding tears 
over the tomb of Clarifile. 
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OLD Q^UEEN 
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YOUNG COUNTRY-MAID. 

FABLE Vni. 

THERE was once a Queen fo old^ Co very old^ 
that hec Majefty was grown both bald and 
toothlefs ; her head (hook like an afpen-leaf ; (he no 
longer faw, even with fpedlacles ; her nofe and chin 
met ; (he was (hrunk into a (haplefs clew^ with a back 
fo bowedy that yon would have thought (he had been 
always crooked. 

A fairy^ who had affided at her birth, came to her^ 
and faid, do you defire to grow youag again ? moft 
carneftly, replied the Queen ; I would give all the 
jewels I am miftrefs of, to be no more than twenty, 
you muft then, continued the fairy, transfer your age 
and infirmities to (bme one, who (hall be contented 
to fpare you her youth and health : to whom, there- 
fore, (hall we give your hundred years ? 

I 
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The Queen canfed immediate fearch to be maife 
throughout the whole kingdom, for a perfon who 
fhould be willing to barter youth for age, upon a va- 
luable confideration. there foon came a number of 
beggars, who were willing to be old, in order to be 
rich: but when they had feen the Qneen cough- 
ing, fpitting, living upon fpoon-meat, ghaftly dif* 
trelTed, and doating^ they were no longer inclina- 
ble to take upon them the burden of her years ; they 
chofe rather to beg, and to enjo^ youth and heaMi 
in rags, there came alfofome ambitious perfons, to 
whom (he promifed great honours and preferments t 
but what (hall thofe bonotrs avail tis, f«d they, upon 
feeing her, when we (hall be fo forbidding and fright^^ 
fcl, as not to daretoftewonr faces? 

At laft there prefenced heiftif a young country- 
fefs, beaat%ii at the rofy mom, wh&demtnded the 
crown, as the price of her youth ; her name was Pe»- 
rond. the Queen grew angry at the bold demand; but 
what availed het anger? (he wanted to^be young again. 
kt us (hare, faid (he to Peronel, my kingdom } javk 
ihall have one half, smd I the other ; that is more than 
enough for you, who wt but a little country*girl, 
BO, replied thedamfel, it is not enoti^ for me; I 
will have aUo> nothing; let me enjoy my condition 
of a country-girl, with my blooming complexion, and 
let your Majefty keep, with alt my heart, jom hun- 
dred years, with your wrinkles and death at yoof el- 
bow, but then^rf^ied the Qpeen^ what (kodd I do, if 
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I wanted a kingdom ? why you woold Uugb ^ dance, 
and fing as I do y anfwered the girl ( and with that (he 
fell a laughiogy dancing, and (inging. the Qiiceo^ who 
wai fiir enough from doing the like, faid then to her^ 
what woold yon do in my place i yoU| who are nei* 
theraccnftomed to old-age^ nor to empire. I do not 
know, fidd the damfel^ what I would do ; hut I would 
fiun try it, fi>r I have alwayc faesrd that it is a fine 
thing to be a Queoi. 

While the partiea were about ftriking the bargain, 
tn came theftiryi and» addreffing herfelf to Peronel, 
iaid ; are you willing to tidce a trial of the trade of aa 
old Qoeeftytokiiowbowitwilirttityou? withallmy 
bearty replied the glH* that inftant wrinkles furrow 
tier brow; her hair whitens 9 fiie grows peeviih and 
cnbbedyher head (hakes, her teeth loofen ; in ihort^ 
die is already an hundred years eld, the fairy thea 
opens a little box,aad forth fpriogs a multitude of offi* 
cers and courtiers, of both (exes, richly apparelled, 
who grow up as b& as they come out, and pay a thoo- 
land refpe^s to the new Queen, (he is conduced to 
her chair of fiate, and a fumptuous banquet is 
fet before her ; but alas! (he has no appetite, nor 
teeth to chew; (he ia awkward and ba(hful, and in a 
maze ; (he knows neither what to fay nor do; (he 
coughs till (be is ready to burfl ; (he beholds berfclf 
in the glafs, and is (hocked at her own deformity, in 
the mean time, the uue Qpeen Hands in a corner, 
fmirkingi and begioning to grow handfome* her hair 

la 
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returns, and her teeth alfo; (he regains a fresh rofy 
complexion, she now fmugs herfelf up, withathou- 
fand little youthful airs ; but she was troubled to find 
herfelf (habbily dreiTed; her coats (hort and fcanty^and 
her jacket of an humble gray ; (he was not ufed to be 
thus poorly equipt,and the guards taking her for fome 
country cook*maid, were for turning her out of the 
palace, then Peronel faid to her, I perceive you are 
not a little uneafy in being no longer a Queen, and I 
am no lefs fo in being one. here, take your crown^ 
and give me back my gray, the exchange was forth- 
with made ; the Queen grew old, and Peronel young, 
fcarce was the exchange fini(hed, when they both re> 
pented, but it was too late : for the fairy condemned 
each to remain in her condition, the Queen bemoaned 
herfelf daily, upon the fmalled indifpofition. alas! 
would (he fay, if I was Peronel at this time, I (hould 
deep in a cottage, and feed upon chefnuts ; but then 
by day I (hould dance under the elm with the (hep" 
herds, to the fweet mu(ic of the pipe, what avails it 
me to have a bed of down, where I am never free 
from pain, and fo -many attendants, who can give 
me no relief? 

Her vexation increa(ed her ailments, as did al(b 
the phy{icians,ofwhom (he had conftantly a dozen 
at lead about her. in fine, (he died at the end of two 
months. Peronel was in the midd of a dance with her 
companions, by the fide of a cryftal brook, when (he 
received the tidings of the Queen's death, then (he 
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was fenGble that flie had been more happy than wife, 
in having loft the queenfhip. 

Some time after the fairy came again to vifit her, 
and gave her the choice of three husbands; one old, 
peevifli; difagreeable, jealous, and cruel, but withal, 
rich, powerful, and a great lord, who (hould never 
be able to be without her night or day ; another come- 
ly, kind,complaifant, amiable, and of high birth,, but 
poor, and unfortunate in every thing ; the third and 
laH, a peafant, like herfelf, who (hould be neither 
handfbme nor homely, who (hould love her neither too 
much^ nor too little, and who (hould be neither rich 
nor poor. Peronel was at a lofs which to take ; for 
ihe was naturally fond of fine cloaths, equipages, and 
honours, but the fairy told her, go to, you are a fool; 
do you fee the peafant? that is the husband fit for you, 
you would love too much the (econd; you would be too 
much beloved by the fird ; both would render you un- 
happy ; it is very fair that the third do not beat you : 
It is better to dance upon thegrafs, or heath, than in 
a palace, and to be plain Peronel in the country, than 
an unhappy lady at court, if you do not regret the 
want of grandeur,y on will be happy with your ploughs 
man all your life time. 
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FABLE IX. 

WHEN Sune, vnih her thrill tntmpet, hadan* 
nouacedLyoon's departure to themral goda 
and fwains ciCjntins, all the shady woods nScHmr 
ed with a loud and bitter plaint. Echo repeated it with 
mournful voice, and all the vales around, no more 
was heard the pipe's fweet found, or hantbojr^smer* 
ry note, the shepherds, in their grief, defirpy their 
reods; every thing languflied, and the venlant hloom, 
that beautified the trees, began to frde. the heaven^ 
till then ferene, grew blade with ftorms; and rigid 
Boreas already shook the groves, as in fell winter; 
even the mod ruftic deities themfelves were not ia« 
fenfible to this their lofs: the Dryads ilTued from 
the hollow trunks of venerable oaks to mourn their 
Lycon. all thefe divinities in concert, formed a fad 
aflembly round a (lately tree, which reared its tower- 
inghranches to the skies^ and with its wide iropene* 
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tmUe AAde had many ag«t faeened its ptrent etrth. 
•1m! around this andent, knotty trank^of vaft dia* 
flitter, the wood-bud nymphs, where erft they ufed 
to trip it and to pUy, repaired in tears to tdl thdr 
dolefbl tak. he*8 gone, iaid they, we ne'er shall fee 
htm more; Lycon fbrfakes as, fnatcfaed by adverfe 
fbrtttoetobe the ornament and the delight of other 
happier iated grores than ours. O no! we may no 
longer dare to hop^ to liear his tonefiil voice, or fee 
Inrn draw th* dfdtic bow, and with his mortal shafts 
to pierce the rapid birds.— *— Even Pan comes ap, 
forgetful of his pipe; the Fanns and Satyrs now 
faipend their dances ; ^ chearlefs birds can waiUe 
now no more ; nothing was heard iHit frigfhtfbl cries 
isf owh, and other boding birds; Iweet Fhilomel, and 
all her mates, the fame fSid filence koep. 

Lol flora and Pomona, hand in hand, fodden ap- 
pear, and finHing in the grove, theone irith chapters 
crowned, made flowers fpring beneath her (feps im- 
prefled upon the green ; to'ther, in horn of plenty, 
bore the fruits, which autumn liberal pours upon the 
earth, to pay the pains of man. take heart, faid they, 
to the aflembly of dejedted gods ; Lycon is gone, but 
he will ne'er forfake this favourite mountain, (acred 
to Apollo ; foon shall you fee him cultivate himfelf 
our happy gardens ; foon his hand shall plant the ar- 
bntes green, the plants that nourish man, and flowers 
which conftitute his fweet delight, beware, O nor- 
thern gales, ye never blaft, with your peftiferous 
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breatfai thofe favoured gardens^ where Lycon shaIMn* 
dalgeanharmlefsjoy; he, fimple nature shall prefer 
to pomp and lawkfs pleafure; he shall love thefe plains^ 
and ever shall forfake them with regret. 

This fiud^ the*monrning ftraight was changed to 
joy^ and Lycon's praifes now by all were fung ; they 
£ud) he'll be a lover of the gardens, as erft Apollo 
kept Admetus' flocks : a thoufand fongs divine now 
fill thegroves^and Lycon*s name makes hills and dales 
reibund ; the fwains repeat it on their tuneful reeds ; 
the birds themfelves, in their fweet artlefs notes, feem 
to fay (bmewhat like the charming name ; earth is 
adorned with flowers, enriched with fruits ; the gar- 
dens gay with hopes of his return, prepare him all the 
graces of the fpring, and autum's rith magnificence of 
gifts ; the very glances Lycon darts from far upon the 
pkafant mount, shall fertilize it : then having grub* 
bed the wild and barren plants, the olive and the myr- 
tle he shall call, till Mars an harvefi of new laurels 
raife. 
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FABLE X. 

*" I '^HE fan having left the yaftarch pf heaven ia 
-*- peace^ had finiflyed his courTe, and plunged hit 
fiery ftceds in ;he Heifperian waves ; jthe bprder of the 
horizon was y^t of a purplifli red, and enflamed by 
tjie burning rays he had diffuled in his palTage ; tb^ 
Ifrorching Dog-(hr parched the earth ; ail the plants 
Ijuiguifhed fpr xhiril ; %hc faded flowers hung dowi^ 
t)ieir drooping beads, and tbeir feeble ftalks no ipnger 
could fupport them ; the very zephyrs withheld their 
comfortable breezes; the air, which the animal^ 
breathed, refembled luke-warm water ; night, which 
with its ihades difiufes a refrefhing cool, could nojt 
temper jthe devpuringheat which the day had caufed^ 
Ihe could pour on ipiritlefs and fainting men, neither 
the dew (he diftils, when Hefper (hines at the tail of 
the other (lars, nor that crop of poppies .which a£ror4 
the charms of Qeep .to all weary nature; the $un alone 
In Thetis* lap enjoyed profound repo(e ; but, after- 
wards, when he was obliged to remount his chario^^ 
drawn by the Hours, and precede^ by Aurpra^Arew- 
ing his way with rofeS| he perceived all Olympus over* 

K 
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caft With doads ; he faw the remains of a tcmpctk 
which had terrified poor mortals all the night ; the 
clouds were (till infeded with the ftench of the fol- 
phureous vapours, which had lighted the dreaming 
fia(hes> and made the threatning thunder roar ; the 
mutinous winds havingbroke their chains, and forced 
their deep dungeons, (till bellowed in the fpaciout 
plaitts of air ; adowB the meontanis to (he vales fee- 
Heatb, the fwetting torrtHts iwnbkd; hCfWhott radi- 
ant eye cheers all natarCi beheld; on all fides, as far 
rofe^ the remains of a craelftorm^ bntCwhidl movf 
ed him more) be beheMa yocmg fendlhrg of the Mvi^ 
fes, who to him was very dear, from whom the ftorm- 
bad ftolen Seep away, when joff begun to fpread his 
fable wings over his heavy eye- lids r kr was upoir 
the point of driving hadi hh horfes, antFof retard<« 
mg day, in order to reftore repoCe to the ftvonrite 
youth who had toft it. Fwrfl, Aid he^ that he flerp ^ 
ftureetfleep (halt cod his blood, alhy-hfs bile, ftaV 
give him health and ftrength *to imitate Alcides* ar- 
duous toi!s,and'(ball infpirehim with an I don'tknow 
what of tender feftnefs, whSch poffiUy might be hir 
only want : if he hot deep, and finite, and mitigate his 
fangnine eonftitntion, ffhe tovetfas fodal joys, and* 
if he take delight fn loving men*, and bsing of them 
bdoved, then ail die graces of tftemintiFandbody will 
cpmein crouds our darling toadom. 
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FABLE XI. 

ONE Jay young Bacchus, whoia SWeaas taagkt, 
would ferk d>c MnFet ia « Aeighbouring grove, 
Vfhok fUence purling (Ireams alone didurbed, and 
ivarbling birds; Sol could not, ivith his'beams^ 
tranfpierce the gloomy verdure, here the (on of be- 
mele, to learn the fpeech of gods, feated him by a ve- 
nerable oak, whence many men, in the age of gold^ 
had fprung. it erft had likewife uttered oracles, nor 
Time's keen fey the had dared to bring it down, faft 
by this facred ancient oak lay hid a youthful Faun, 
who lent attentive ear to all the verfes which the in- 
fant fung, and noted to Silenus, by a fneer, what- 
ever faults his young difciple made, the Naiads then 
and wood-nymphs alfo fmiled ; the critic young and 
gayfome was and gay. his head with ivy and with vine 
was crowned; his temples were adorned around with 
grapes ; from his left (houlder, o'er his other (ide 
hung, fcarf-wife, negligent, a large feftoon of leaves, 
which youthful Bacchus faw with joy, of ivy (acred 
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to the jolly god. the Faan enveloped was above iSbc 
waifty with all the dreadful and the (kaggy fpoil of a 
young lionefs, he'd (lain in the woods, a bending knot- 
ty crook waved in his hand ; his tail played wantonly 
upon his back* 

But Bacchtts could tiotbear the wicked wag> whd 
(till was ready to deride his words^ if not predfely 
pure and elegant, with fiery and impadent tone he 
cried ; howdareft thou mock the fon of mighty Jove i 
to which the Faun unmoved, made this reply; 
dares thefonof Joveconunitafault? 
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/^N the ever-green banks 6f the river Alphent^ 
^^ there is a facred grove, where three Naiads dif- 
fafe, with no fmall noife, their cryftal waters, and 
fprinkie the rifing flowers, hither the Graces ok re* 
Ibrt to bathe, the trees of this grove are never ruiBed^ 
for the winds revere them; they are only fanned by the 
breath of gentle zephyrs : here the nymphs and (aont 
perform their nightly dances, to the mufic of Pan*t 
melodious flate. the (iin, with his keeneft rays, can 
never pierce the thick (hade which is formed by the 
intertwined boughs of this grove ; but filence, dark* 
nefs, and delicious cool, rdgn there by day as night, 
under this foliage Philomela fings, with plaintive 
ineiody,her ancient woes, yet unconfoled. mean while 
tyonng and merry- hearted linnet, warbles her plea* 
fares, and declares the (pring to all the (hq|>herdt 
fonnd, Itow FhUQincl herfelf grows jeabns of the 
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tender notes of her companion, one day they (pled * 
young and beanteoas fwain^ whom, in thofe woods, 
they ne'er ha^ feen<)efore. graceiil indeed and no- 
ble was Ills afped, he Teemed the Mules friend, and 
to delight in harmony, they took this lovely fwain to 
be Apollo, fuch as he formerly had ferved Admetus, 
or fome young hero of his raoe dhrine. now the 
two fongftersy by the Nineinfpired^ begun to warble 
thefe prophetic drains. 

' Who is this flupherdyi)r this god unknown, that 
' comes to ornament our happy grove, our fongs 
' afieA him, and tie (eems to love fweet poefy, whidi 
^>iboo will ibocbelM heart, and render him as amia- 

Then Fhilomel oonlkiued lfra« done. 

^ May this ysonagiiero Atll Increafe in vhtne, as a 
^ f oung Aowrr opening n tkt fpring $ and may fee 
^ iovethe smd's (Met entemiiiiMOts; M\ may the 
^ Graces dareU vponhialipa, aad iji bis heart Miner* 
^ va's wifdoaif«iga.' 

Theliiiiiet anfwered her. 

^ O snay he equal Orpheua in voioe,and Hercofet in 
M Aeeda of high rcAowa $ may his great fool pofIe6 
^ Achilks'fire, wiithoiit his iierceaeA; be he good^ 
^ wife, honndfiil and tender towards men, and earn 
^ their iovc; O may the heavenly >]to€ inlum dl vir- 
' toes mife, wiihoat ailay f ' 

Then ihe fweecfiHigttera thus reAmed in concert. 
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^ He loves oar melody, into his heart it entersdeep, 
^ like as the welcome dew falls on our greens, when 
^ parched op by the kn ; mtt/ the gods grant hiiBpm* 
^ dent moderation, and make him ever happy ; may 
^ his hand ftill hold the horn of plenty n may the age of 
^ gold return in hinr; may heav^rr-horn wildom from 
* him di Ai(r SIS' iafiii«n<e benijgft on^m^rtolB; and 
^ may flower»&<«fi0d^ l|i0ft«ps/ 

While flMftheyftfffg'yiihit aep«tyr9he1dclielr6n0a^ 
tfll thefioivpwsof tltt^grisiveapettf diwftflit-UbfMi ieaa* 
rf ;tbelb«aiii»,.lsy iteflitfeQifouoMibK fenn^ 
«d ail the whths Aeiv mazf cowle^;; the Saijws md 
tks^ FaiMM,. tt> heaip tie bvtttr, pffic&dotfi|r iiliBfr poiatS' 
cdeaurs ; £dio rt&oaifeiithe beaaic»a»ftranss tvsll 
Ihe oodutfromid f the Dfy«h ifloedfram tisc rwaihm$ 
trcesy in! Oidfcf to'adiniertke princcli^yov%. whmif 
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FABLE XIII. 

WHAT it this has befallen MdanthjDS ? n^- 
thing without, 'tis alJ within; his affairs go to 
Ills wilh ; every body ftrives to pleafe hims what 
then ? has he got the fpleen P he went to bed laft nigh( 
the delight of mankind ; this n?orning one bloflies for 
turn, one (hould oonceal it : in getting ap, the fold of ^ 
Jk fock diipieafed him, the whole day will therefore 
be ftormy, and every one niuft fuffer for it: now h^ 
firikes with terror, now he moves to pity; fometiro^s 
Series like a child, fometimeshe roars like aJipn ; a 
wild and malignan| vapour troubles and clpuds hl( 
imagination, as the ink of his ink-horn daubs his fin« 
gers ; do not venture to fpeak to him of the things he 
loved mofl but a moment ago; for the very reafon that 
be loved them, he can no longer endure them ; the 
parties of pleafure he (b much defired are now grown 
iikfbme to him, they muft be broke; he ftrives tq 
contradi^, to complain, to pique others ; he is mad 
to fee they will not be angry; oftentimes he will pu(h at 
the air like a furious bull, who, with whetted horn^^ 
rufhes on to fight againft the winds ; when he wants % 
pretence to attack others; he wiU £dl jipon himfelf ; 
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jhe blames himTdf, he finds himfelf good for nothings 
lie difcourages himfelf^ and takes it very ill if any one 
attempt to comfort him; he chufes to be alone, and 
cannot fbpport folitude ^ he returns to company^ and 
frets at them ; do they hold their peace, their afFedled 
iilenoe offends him; do they fpeaklow, he imagines 
'tis againft him ; do they (peak loud, he finds them, 
Hoify, and too merry while he is dull ; are they dull, 
that dulnefs appears to him a reproach of his failings; 
do they laugh, he fufpeds it is at him ; what fliould 
one do ? why, even be as firm and patient as he is in- 
fapportable, and wait calmly till to-morrow, that he 
recover the wits he had yefterday : this ftrange hu- 
mour goes as it comes ; when it feizes him, one might 
ifay it is a movement of a machine, which runs itfelf 
down dl at once ; he is fuch as they paint poflelled 
people ; his reaibn is in a manner inverted, 'tis down- 
right madnefs idelf ; provoke him, and he will tell 
you at noon that it is night ; for there is no longer ei- 
ther day or nig^t to a head dilbrdered by its caprice ; 
Ibmetimes he cannot hdp being aftoniflied at his 
outrageous mad fits; in fjpite of his morofenefs, he 
will finile at the extravagant expreiCons that have e- 
Tcapedlum: hot what method is there of fbrefeeing 
thofe fiorms, and of conjuring the temped i none ; 
there are no good almanacs to predid this bad wea. 
ther; beware of laying, to-morrow we (hall go and 
divert onrlelvet in fuch a garden ; the man of to-day^ 
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VriH not be the ittan of to-morrow ; he wbo pvoiliifei 
yod joft now, will, by and by, difappear, and yon 
Ardfl not know Where to hqr bold of binii to pnt him 
hi mind of his promife \ in his place yon will find an 
1 don't know what, which hat neither form nor name, 
which can have neither, and wikich youconld not de- 
fine two moments together after the feme manner : 
flady him well, then fay of him what you pieafe ; it 
wHl not be troe the moment after you have faid it ; 
this inconfiftent entity would and would Hot; it threat- 
ens, it trembles, it blends ridicaloua haughtinefs with 
unworthy meanneflfes; it weeps, it laughs, it plays^ 
is furious in the moft Whimfical and feolHh fit of fury; 
he is pleafant,elo<|«ent,ftibde,full of new tu ms,tho' he 
has not eren a (had^W of vealbn remainhif : take good 
care to fay nothing to hiii that is not juft^ preciie,and 
exa^y reafonable; he woald weH know how to t^e 
hia advantage of it, and wtndd artfufiy torn the chace 
upon yo«i ; he would ptffs forthwith from his own er- 
ror to attack yours, aad wouM become reafoaaUe for 
tfhe fele pleafisne of eovvindiigyou that you are not 
f03 it Wftsamere noihiirgdiatmadehimflynpto the 
donds; but what is become of that noilhing? ttisbft 
Sttthefray; it is no more in queftioti; he knows no 
loftger what made him angry ; he knows only that he 
is angry, and that he will be angry, and even this he 
Imows Qot always;, be tmaghicn oftentines that all 
/Mi# ^«Ek to hte aie in paffion^widtblt JUmiclf is 
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the only calm perfon, as . a man who has the jaundice 
thinks all he fees yellow, tho' the yellow be only in 
his owneyes« bnt perhaps he will fpare certain per- 
fonsy to whom he owes more than to others, or whom 
he feems to have a greater regard for. no ; his extra- 
vagant humour knows no body ; it falbindifferent- 
lyonall it meets ; the firft comer is as good as any 
to difcharge his fpleen upon, all is alike to him, fo he 
be but angry ; he would abule the perfons he ought 
mod to regard ; he loves them no more; he is no more 
loved by them ; he is perfecuted, betrayed ; he owes 
nothing to any whatfoever : but ftay a moment,fee ano- 
ther fcene ! be ftands in need of every body; he loves, 
be if beloved again ; he flattersi he infinnates himfelf, 
be bewitches all thofe who could no longer bear him; 
hcconfirfres his fault, he laughs at his own oddities, 
be mimics himfelf, and you would think you faw him 
really in bis mad fits, he does it fo much to the life« 
after this fiirce, a^ed at his own expence, you think 
furely that he vnU. at lead never more play the Demo^ 
niac. alasl you deceive yourfelf ; he wlU doit again 
this very night, andkmghat itagain to-morrow, with' 
out the finalleft refonaatioQ. 
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THE 



DRAGON 



AND THE 



F O X E S. 



FABLE XIV. 

A Dragon, who guarded a treafarc in a deep wind- 
ing cave, watched over it night and day. two fox* 
cs underflanding this, and being great cheats and rob- 
bers by trade, infinuated themfelves into his favour 
by flattery, and (b became his confidents, the mofl 
complaifant and officious are not the fureft friends, 
they treated him as agreatperfonage, admired all his 
fancies, were always of his mind, and fneered be- 
tween themfelves at their cully, at length,he fell afleep 
betwixt them; they feizcd the opportunity, (Irangled 
him, and made themfelves mafters of the treafure. but 
next it muft be divided, and this was no eafy matter, 
for two rogues agree only to do mifchief. one of them 
fell a moralizing : what uie, faid he, fhall we make 
of all this money ? a little game had been better for us; 
there is no fuch thing as eating of metal, piftoles are 
hard of digeftion; men are fools to be fo fond of thofe 



TBE DRAGON AND THB POXCS. 77 

faUe ridiet ; let nsnotbeufoolifliattliey. the other 
feigned to be toached with the fage reflediont^aiid 
protefted that he would live fuch a pUlo&pber at 
Bias, and carry his all about with him. both made a 
feint of quitting the trea&re; but they lay in mutu^ 
ambuih, and tore each other to pieces, one of them 
expiring fasd to the other, who was as much wounded 
as himfelf ; what wonldft thou have done with the 
money ? the fame thing thou wonldft have done with 
it, anfwered the other, a man paiEng that way, when 
he heard thdr adventure, called them egregious fools. 
yon are nolefsfo than we, replied one of the foxes; 
you can no more feed upon money than we, and yon 
kill one another to procure it : our race has hitherto 
been wife enough, at leaft, nottomakeufeofany coin, 
what you introduced amongft you for your con veni- 
ency proves your curfe. you lofe tme riches in the 
pnrfttit of imaginary. 



THE 

TWO FOXES. 

FABLE XV. 

TWO foxct one ai^ furprifcd a htn-roo/H, 
where they worrifid the code, the faent^ and the 
duckeot; and after that flavghtcr^ tb^ began to al- 
lay their hunger : one being young and fiery woold 
needs devonr every thing; the other, who was old and 
covetous, was for keejHag ibme provifion for to- 
morrow, the old one find, experienceycbiUi has made 
me wUe ; I have feen many things fioce I have been in 
the world ; let ns not eat qp oor whole fubfianoe in 
one day; we have made our fi»rtuae, tins is a treafare 
wehavefoondy and we muft husband it. young Rey- 
nard replied, I have a mind to eat up all while I am 
here, and to lay in a beily-full for eight days i for 'us 
a joke to think of returning, that may not be fo con- 
venient to-morrow, the landlord to revenge the death 
of his fowls, would not &il to knock us on the head, 
after this converfation, each takes his conrfe. the 
young one eats on till be burfts, and can hardly crawl 
home to his hole to die; the old one, who thinks 
himfelf much wifer to moderate his appetites, and live 
with oeconomy, on his return next morning to his 
prey, is knocked on the head by the landlord, thus 
every age hath its fiiilings : young people are hot and 
infatiable in their pleafures ; the old are incorrigible 
in their avarice. 



THE 



WOLF AND THE LAMB. 



FABLE XVI. 

A S fome (keep lay fiifely in their foU^ the dogs afleep^ 
and theftejilieifidindieilMideofal^ydny play- 
ing on theptpe^ Willi otlMt neighbouring (hepftierdsy 
an knngry trdtf tainevp to die indofiire^ «nd began 
thfo* its chinks to reconnoitre the ftate of the flook* 
a young un^perienosd lamb^ oMerving ^^^ciffttf 
tered into converfation with hUn. Krfaat cone yoo to 
feek here, faid he to die ghtton ? the tender flowery 
grafs, remmed die W(rff $ yon know that nothing it 
more n^reeaUe than iofied in a Terdsnt meadow^ 
enamelled with flowers^ to aliwnge one's hunger^ 
and to quench one's thirft in a eryftal brodc : lol here 
I have found bodi; What need I more ? I lore the phi* 
lofbphy that teaches to fce^Mctent with Itttk. tsti 
really true dien, re^tied the lAurby that yoo don't eat 
thefldh of anitealsy and that a Utde grafs fbfficeth 
yott? If kif let ns live Hke brediren, and feed toge* 
ther. and with chat the eredtilotts lanib leaped not of 
the fold into the meadow, w%ere the temperate pU* 
lofbpher tore him to pieces, and fwattowed fain. 

Diftruft die &tr fpeeches tff petfona who bodliif 
their vhrtue. jnd|[e by their aftkmiy Md not by thor 
words. 



THE 

CAT AND THE RABBITS. 

FABLE XVII. 

A Csty potting on a dcsmre coontenance^ had got 
into a warren^ peopled with rabbits : imffiedi*^ 
atd J the whole commonwealth, in alarm, made hade 
to whip into their holes, as the intnider lay upon the 
catch, hard by a borroWi the deputies of the rabbit 
nation, who had (een his terrible paws, made their 
appearance in the Ibaiteft place of the burrow's 
month, to ask his boCneCs there, he protefted with a 
mild voice, that he wanted only to ftudy the manners 
of the nation ; that in quality of philofopher he was 
travelling thro* all countries, to inform himfelf of the 
cofioms of every fpecies of animals, the Cmple and 
credulous deputies returned, and told their brethren, 
that thisftranger,(b venerable for hismodefl; demea- 
nour, and majeftic fur, was a ibber, difinterefted, 
peaceful philofopher, who wias on his traveb from 
country tocountry,in (earchof wifdom ; that he came 
Yrom a variety of places, where he had feen ftrange 
wonders ; that it would be a pieafure to hear him dif- 
courfe, and that he would be very loth to fhap up 
any nibbits, feeing he believed, like a good Bramin as 
he was, the tranfmigration of fouls, and tailed no food 
that had ever had life, this fine account touched the 
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aflembly . in vain did an old cunning rabbit, who was 
generally didator of the company^reprefent how much 
that grave philofopher was fufpicious to him r in fpite 
of all he could fay, the infatuated creatures go to fa- 
lute the Bramin, who, at the firft embrace, throttled 
feven or eight of them ; the reft make the beft of their 
way back to their holes, not a little frighted and 
aihamed of their folly, whereupon, the grave Mr* 
Modefty returned to the entrance of the burrow, pro- 
tefting with a ;noft cordial tone, that he had commit- 
ted this murder much againft his will, only to faiisfy 
his preffing need ; that henceforth he would live up- 
on other animals, and make with them an eternal al- 
liance, the rabbits immediately entered into a negoti- 
ation with him, without, however, coming within 
reach of his claws, the treaty continues; they bold 
him in play, in the mean time, one of the nimbleft of 
the rabbits gets out by the back-fide of the burrow, 
and runs to acquaint a neighbouring fliepherd, who 
ufed to divert himfelf with catching fome of its ju- 
niper-fed companions, the fhephcrd incenfcd againft 
thedcftroyerof foufefula people, haftensto the bur- 
row with his bow and arrows : be fpies Mr. Pufs, who 
was mindful of nothing but his prey; he lets fly one 
of his deadly fliafts, and pierces him to the heart, the 
cat expiring, is faid to have fpoke thefe words ; when 
a perfon has once deceived, he can no more be tmfted 
by any body; butishated,fcared,andat length caught 
by bis own devices. 

M 



THE 

TWO MICE. 

FABLE XVIII. 

AMo>ulie» weary ollhmg is continual peril and 
«Uiiiii from baibttroas cats and wealela , who 
io%ie gfffli hayoek of the monfiqae nation^ called her 
gpAfif ti^al Kved iia a neighbouriAg hole, a rare 
thought, faijs ihe la h^, has ftrnd: me in the head ^ I 
have If ad in cerfeaia books, which I have been gnaw- 
ing f94»e-d«]|)% pafty that there is a fine countryi n»n- 
ed the Indies, where oor people an better nfed, and 
more m fafecf than hetc : in that country fages be<* 
l|i«ef hat the {but of a moofc may have been formerly 
tho fall of a great o^taiiii of a King, or, perhaps, of 
a.wmHktrfid Fakir ;: and thai it may, after the death 
oC dir «o«ftv enM intoi the body of fome fine lady, 
oi^(CQlt Feftdiar ; if I rtghi rerodBber^this is ealled 
tlteMv^len^^hofis, or ttanfmigvation of fouls ; in 
thiii9|MittMi, they treat att^ animals with a brotherly 
IffKB^a tburt ate tabe (een ho^itak of mice, who are 
pMd^Hlltto board, aadentertsined Kke perfons of con- 
ftmneace*;^ along, fiAet, let ua make the heft of our 
vta^ Sd9 a fine a couniffy, where the polity is fo ex- 
c(ttnil,aMdj«Aiced0netO' oar merit, thegoffipre- 
pliedt bn^^fidoa^are Hiereuocattihat getintothofe 
hofpitals? if there were, they wouldfiMNii make abnn- 
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dance of tranfmigrations; one ftroke of tooth or daw 
would make a King, or a Fakir; a wonder which we 
could very well difpenle with, don't fear that^ Aid the 
fbrmery the order is perfeA in that country; the cats 
have their houfes, as we have ours ; and they have 
likewife thdrhofpitals of invalids by themfelves. af- 
ter this converfation^our two mice Tet out together: 
they get on board of a fhip, which was going a long 
voyage, by flipping along the ropes the evening be* 
fore the embarkation, away they fail, and are over- 
joyed to fee themfelves &r from the curled fliorei, 
where the cats exercifed their tyranny, the voyage 
was profperous ; they arrived at Surat, not to amaft 
riches, like merchants, but in order to be made much 
of by the Indians, icarce had they got intotti habi* 
tation afligned to mice, when they challenged the firft 
place there, the one pretended (he remembred to havt 
been formerly a famous Bramin on the coaft of Ma*- 
fabar ; the other protefled that (he had been a fine la** 
dy of the fame country, with long ears, in (hor^, they 
grew fo infolent, that the Indian mice could not bear 
them, and now, behold a civil war ! they fell without 
mercy upon the two Franguis, who wanted to give 
law to the reft, inflead of being- eaten by cats, they 
were worried by their own fifters. 

Let people gonever fo far to avoid danger, if they 
are not modeft and dilcreet, they do but (eek th»r 
fuin abroad, which it were«s well to meettt bottie. 
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THE 

BEASTS 

CHUSING A 

KING 

FABLE XIX. 

UPON the death of the lion, all thebeafts repair- 
ed in hade to his den, to comfort the lionefs^ 
his widow, who made the moantains and forefts re- 
found with her cries, after having paid their compli- 
ments to her, they proceeded to the eledion of a king; 
the crown of the defiindl being placed in the middle of 
theaflembly. the young lion was yet too young and 
weak to obtain the royalty from fo many fierce ani- 
mals, let me but grow up, faid he, and I (hall be as 
able to reign as the bed of yon, and to make my(elf 
feared in my turn ; in the mean time, I will ftudy the 
biHory of my father *s great adtions, in order one day 
to equal his glory, fqr my part, fays the leopard, I 
exped to be crowned, as being liker to the liqn than 
any of the other pretenders : and I, faid the bear, do 
maintain that I met with injuftice, when the lion was 
preferred before me; I am (bong, couragious, and car- 
iviyprous, as much as he; and I have one Angular ad- 
vantage^ which is that of ^limbing trees. I leave yoa 
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to jadge^ gentlemen^ (aid the ekphan t, if any one can 
difpate with me the g]ory of being the tailed, the 
firongefty and the graved of all animals. I am the 
nobleft, and moft beaotifbl, (aid the horfe : and I 
the mod cunning, cried the fox: and I the fwifteft, 
faid the fiag. where (hall yon find, (aid the ape, a more 
agreeable, or more ingenious King than my(elf ? I 
(hall daily divert my fubjeds; nay, I referable man, 
who is the trne King of all natare. the parrot (though 
no member) could no longer (brbear ; fince thou 
boafted of refembling man, fqueaked he, fo may I too; 
thou re(embled him only by thy ugly phiz,and by fome 
ridiculous grins ; as for me, I refemble him in voicc^ 
which is the badge of reafon, and the mod beautiful 
ornament of man. hold thy tojigue, wretched prattleip^ 
replied the ape, thou talkcil, but not like man ; thou 
fayd always the (ame thing, without underdanding 
what thou fayd. the aflembly laughed at the(e two 
(brry mimics of man; and the crown was bedowed on 
the elephant, as having drength and wifdom, without 
either the cruelty of the furious beads, or the fooli(|i 
vanity of fo many others, who' want always to ap* 
pear what th^y are not. 



THE APE. 

F A B L £ XX. 

A N old mUchievons tpe htving died, his ghoft 
defcended into Pinto's dreary abode, where it 
begged leave to letam among the living. Pinto had 9 
Bund to remit it into tbebody of an heavy ftapid afs^ 
in order to deprive it of its fapplenefs, vivacity, and 
mifirhievoafnels. bat it played fo many pkalantand 
wanton tricks, that the grim King of hell could not 
fcfbear finiUng, and left it the choice of its condi<^ 
don. it defired to enter into the body of a panot ; for 
lb, faid it, I fliall at leaft preferve fome refembiance to 
men, whom I fo long have imiuted : when I was an 
ape, I made gefiures like them, and being a parrot, I 
Ihall talk with them in the mod agreeable converfa* 
tions. fcarce was the ape*s foul introdaced into this 
new employment, when a prating old woman bought 
him : (he made him her darliogy and pttt him in a fine 
cage ; he &red famptoonfly, and chattered ail day 
wi A the old dotard, who fpoke no more fenfibly than 
himfelf. to his new talent of deafening every body, 
he joined fomewhat of his former profeifion ; he 
would wag his head ridicoloufly, make his bill crack, 
(hake his wings in a hundred different ways, and 
with his paws play many little tricks, which fiili fa* 
vouredof the diftortions of a jack* pudding, the old 
woman would every now and then be putting on her 



tpc&atXcs to admire him : (he was very (brry to be a 
little deafy and thereby to lofe fome words of her Poll, 
in whom (he found more wit than in any body, the 
parrot, thas fpoiled, became a prattling, impertinent 
fool ; he fo tolTed and tumbled about in his cage, and 
drank fo much wine with his old miftrefs, that he 
quickly dicd^ and ilow htb^ld. him returned before 
Pluto, who ref0lv!e4 this time to make him pafs into 
the body of a Ukf kt ocder to vender him dumb ; but 
he again pbyed a fevcc befiore the King of ghofts ; and 
princet feUom reUttht iic<|iie(ls o£batfoons that flat* 
ter them. Flut& gf anted, thevefere, to this, that he 
(hould go uitathe b6tfoStktaMU ; but as tlie god was 
a(hame4tofefMkhaninto>tfaelwdy of » wifeandvir* 
tttouftHMNi, he affigMl him tbr body of a tedioue, 
troublefoiDe coKcoMb, wfto was incefiontly lyittf 1 
bragging, and making ridioriovs geftures; who laugh- 
ed at evety body, and wonldintarvupt the moft polite 
and foM omi>ror(ail<Hia, in order to fay no^ng, or 
nonSuak. IVSercury knowing hka again in this new 
(late, fiudmeefily Mthim I Ohol jfnend, ifinokeAee, 
thoo avt nodiing hue a compomid of ille ape and par^ 
rot, that I have feen fecmcdy ; whoever would take 
away thy ge^ares, and itj word^, kamed by rote, 
withent jndgmeiit, wonUllMve^nothing at all of thee 
behind ; a pretty ape and good pM^et make but a 
fooliihmtti. O!»bowmany menace thefe in the worM 
witk&Mnnal geftures, a litde prittte prattle, and an 
air of fufficiency, that have neithev (bnft norcendn^. 



T ft E 

TWO YOUNG LYONS. 

FABLE XXI. 

TWO young lyons had been bron^f up together - 
in the (ame foreft ; they were of the (ame age, 
fize^ and abilities, the one was taken in toils at a 

hunting of the Great Mogul ; the other remained in 
the craggy mountains, he who had been taken was 
carried to court, where he lived in the heart of de- 
lights ; each day was an antilope given him for his 
dinner, and then he had only to take his eafe and reft, 
in a convenient lodge, where care was taken to make 
him lieibftly ; it was the bufinefs of a white eunuch 
twice a day to comb down his waving golden mane, 
as he grew very tame, the King himfelf would often 
carefs him. he was fat, fledi, (lately, and magnifi* 
cent; for he wore a collar of gold, and from his ears 
dangled pendants,etiriched with pearls and diamonds, 
he defpiied all the other lions that were in the neigh- 
bouring lodges, much lefs grand than his, and who 
were not in fuch favour as he. this profperity puffed 
up his heart ; he thought himfelf fome great perfo'^ 
nage, Cnce he was treated fo honourably ; the court 
wherein he fhone> gave him the tafte of ambition ; he 
imagined he would have been a hero^ bdd he conti- 
nued in the forefts^ 
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One day y as he was no longer ^ened to his chains 
away he fcampered from the palace^ and returned to 
the country where he had been bred, atthat jundture, 
the King of the whole Hon nation was juft dead^and the 
States were aflembled, in order to chufe him a fuccef- 
for. amongft a great many other competitors^ there 
was one who eclipfed all the others by his fierce and 
daring mien ; and who (hould this be but that other 
young lion^ who had never quitted the deferts. while 
his companion had been pampering at court, the fo- 
litary had often (harpened his courage by a raging 
hunger ; he was wont to find his food thro* the great* 
eft perils and bloodlhed ; he would tear both flock$ 
and (hepherds ; he was lean, ^aggy^ gnHy; fire and' 
blood ftreamed from his eyes ; he was nimble, brawny, 
accuftomed to clamber, and to fpring, undaunted by 
javelins or darts, the two old companions demanded 
(ingle combat, to decide who ihould reign, but an 
old, wife, and experienced lionefs, whofe counfels 
the whole commonwealth regarded, moved to fet firft 
on the throne him who had ftudied politics at court • 
many murmured, faying, (he wanted to have a vain 
and voluptuous coxcomb preferred to a warriour, 
who had learned, in fatigue and danger, to fupport 
the moft weighty affairs, however, theintereftof the 
old lionefs prevailed, and the court lion was placed 

upon the throne : heprefently diiToIved in pleafures; 

N 
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he loved notbipg but pageantry ; he ufed art and cun- 
ning to cloak bis cruelty 9Pd tyranny ? be was fooa 
bated, defpifed, detefted* tben the old lionefa faid } it 
1$ time to dethroae bim i I well knew he was unwor- 
thy to be King; but I was wiilingthat yq\i flioald have 
a trial of one fpoiWd by foftnefs and policy, to make 
yoi) afterwards the mori? fenfible of the value of ano- 
ther, who, by his patience and valour, merited the 
kingdom, 'tis now they mu(^ fight. (Iraightway they 
were put into a dole field; where the two champions 
afforded a fpedtacle to the alTembly: but the fpe^acle 
laded i\ot long \ the effeminate lion trembkd, and 
durfi pQt face thr Other ; he fliamefnlly fiies> and hides 
himfelf ; the other purfues, gnd infuhs him. ^U cried 
opf qnurder him, tear him to pieces, no^ nOj^ replied 
bis antagonift, when ot^e has fo cowardly an enemy^ 
it vf^e cov^ardife to fcj^* him ; Til have him to live ; 
1)9 does not deierv^ to die ; I ihall eafily know how 
tg T^ga> without being much troubled to hold him 
It? fr^je^ion. is^ fa^i the vigorous lion reigned with 
^Udom ^d authority ; the other was well contented 
to ^^e (be f^eaneft court to him, to obtain foroe bitg 
o(8^f^Of;n his table, ^nd to fpend his days in a 
(fumefal idle^icrs^ 



THE 



BEES 



FABLE XXII. 

As a young Prince, at the return of the zephyrs, 
when all nature revives, was walking in a de- 
lightful garden, he hear<l a great buzzing, and fpied 
an hive of bees, he draws near to this fight, which 
was new to him, and fees, with adonifhment, the 
order, care, and labour of that little commonwealth, 
the cells begun to be formed, and to take a regular fi- 
gure : one part of the bees were filling them with their 
fweet nedtar ; others were bringing flowers, which 
they had culled out of all the riches of the fpring: idle- 
nefs and (loth were banifiied that little (late ; every 
thing was in motion, but without confufion or didur- 
bance. the moft confidcrable amongft the bees con- 
dudled the reft, who obeyed without any murmur or 
jealoufy againft thofe that were above them, while the 
young prince was admiring this objed^, which he was 
yet unacquainted with, a bee, whom all the others ac- 
knowledged as their Queen,accofted him,and faid; the 
fight of our work and oeconomy entertains you ; but 
it ought dill more to inftrudl you ; we never fufFer 
amongft us diforder or licentioufnefs ; there is no be- 
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ing conCderable among us but by labour^ and by the 
talents that may be ufeful to oar commonwealth ; 
merit is here the only way to preferment ; we occupy 
ourfelves night and day in things whereof men reap 
all the benefit, may you be one day like us, and bring 
mankind into that order whiph yo(| admiisinour 
fociety. 



THE 
BEE AND THE FLY. 

FABLE XXIII. 

A Bee one day perceived a fly near her hive, what 
bofinefs haft thou there, faid (he, with a farioas 
tone ? it well becomes thee truly ^ vilecreature, to mix 
with the (bvereigns of the air. thou art in the right, 
replied the fly coldly ; one is always to blan^r for 
coming nigh fo fiery a nation as yours, nothing can 
exceed our wifdom, faid the bee; we alone have laws, 
and a well-ordered commonwealth ; we gather none 
but odoriferous flowers ; we make nothing but deli- 
cious honey, which equals the very nedtar. get thee 
outofmy prefence, nafty, impertinent fly, whodoft 
nothing but buz, and feek thy living in ordure, we 
five as we may, replied the fly; poverty is no vice, but 
paffion is a great one; yon make honey, which is fweet, 
but your heart is ftili bitter ; you are wife in your 
laws, but violent in your condndt; your paflion,which 
ffings your enenues, is death to you ; and your fbo- 
iifli cruelty does more hurt to yourfelves than to any 
body, it is better to have lefs fliining qualities with 
faorc moderation. 



THE 

BEES 

A N D T H E 

S I L K-W O R M S. 

FABLE XXIV. 

/^ NE day the bdet alcended to Ol^pat^ ftdd pre- 
^^ fcnted thcokklvei at the foot of the throne of 
Jove, bcfcccbing him to confider the cate they had 
taken of bis infan<cy, when they fed him with their 
honey upon mount Ida. Jqpitcr was ready to grant 
them the firft honours among all little animals : hot 
Minerva, who prefides over arts, f eprefented to him^ 
that there was another fpecies, whith difpotcd with 
the bees the glory of ufefcl inventions. Jove would 
know their names filk-wormg, anfwef^d (he. ftraight* 
way, the firft of gods ordered Mercury to waft upon 
the wings of the gentle zephyrs, deputies from that 
diminutive people, thrtt he might hear the arguments 
on both fides. 

The bee, ambafladrefs of het nation, reptefented 
the fweetnefs of the honey, which is the neftar of men ; 
>t8 ufcfulnefs, the art with which it is coropofedj then 
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flie exfollfd the wifdom of the laws, which regulate 
the flying republic of bees ; no other fpecies of ani- 
mals, faid the oratrefs, can boaft this glory, and It is 
a reward for having neuri(ked, in a cave, the father 
of the gods ; moreover, we have our fhare of martial 
valouft when our King animates our troops in the 
field ; bow fhould thefe worms, vile and contempti- 
ble infects, dare to difpute precedency with us? they 
can only crawl upon the ground, while we take a 
noble flight, and, with our gilded wings, foar to the 
very ftara. 

The fpeaker of the £]k- worms replied ; we are but 
little worms, 'tis true ; and have neither fo great cou- 
rage for war, nor fuch wife laws ; but every one of 
OS (hews the wonders of nature, and waftes itfelf in 
ufeful toil ; without laws we live in peace, nor are any 
civil wars ever to be feen amongft us, while the bees 
are k'dling one another at every change of King: 
by Proteus' virtue we can change our form ; now we 
are little worms, compofed of eleven fmall rings, in- 
terwoven with a variety of the livclicft colours that 
are admired in the flowers of a parterre; then we fpin 
wherewithal to clothe the gayeft and grcateft of men, 
even upon the throne, and wherewithal to adorn the 
temples of the gods; this fo beautiful and fo lading at- 
tire, is furely worth abundance of honey, which cor- 
rupts fo quickly ; laft of all, we transform ourfelves 
into a bean, but a bean which feels, which moves, and 
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always {peaks icMiie life ; after thefe marvellous me- 
tamorphofes, we become tdl sit oncebntterflies, and 
ihine illofirioas with, the brighteft colours ; and then 
do we no longer yield to<the bees in (baring, with ad- 
vent'rons .flight, as faras:high^Oljfmpo8; judge now, 
O &ther of gods. Jupiter,: at alofs about the deci- 
cifion, declared, at length, that the bees fliould hold 
the firft rank, on account of the rights they had- ac- 
quired from ancient times, how, faid he,can I degrade 
them? I have been too much obliged to them to do 
them fuch indignity; but I believe that men owe (till 
more to the £lk- worms. 



T H £ OWL 

THAT 

WANTED A WIFE. 

FABLE XXV. 

^Yooag owl, who had fctti hlitifelf in a firontalti^ 
thought htmftlf mote bi^Mtlfoly not to fay^ thait 
thedajT; for that he thought vet j dlfagreeable^but than 
the nighty which for hitn had Wondroua charms ; he 
£ud Within hitnlelf) 1 h^Yt flirely ftcrificed to the Gra- 
ces; Vtnnn hafh at iny birth infolded me in het gir* 
4k *, the fender Lores^ a^compani^ by the Spirts and 
Smites, fldttet aroand to carefs Me ; it is time that 
£ur Hymen give my childrdi ^gfaeefel as myfdf; th^y 
will le the ornamtot of the gtores, and dariings of 
the night, what fnty &at the race of the ttieft perfea 
birds Ihonldfail! happy the bride who (hall pafs her life 
in my company! big with thefe cogitations, he dif- 
|>atches the crow to demand, in his name, a little ea. 
glet, daughter to the eagle. King of air. the crow had 
fome difficulty to undertake the embalTy ; I (hall be 
but badly received, faid (he, to propofe founfuitable 
a marriage : what ? the eagle! who dares to ftare the 
fun full in the £ice, make a match with you, who can- 
not (b much as open your eyes while it is day ; that 
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is the way for the man and yink never to be together; 

the one will go abroad by day, the other by night* 

the vun and felf-conceited owl would hear nothing* 

the crow^ to pleafe him, went at laft to demand the 

eaglet, the wife demand occafioned mirth at the aerial 

court, the eagle gave her for anfwer ; if his owUhip 

means to be my fon-in-lawy let him ccHne after (bn- 

rife, and falnte me in the middle of the air. the pre- 

fumptnoQS owl would needs go and keep the appoint* 

ment ; his eyes were immediately dazzled ; he was 

firuck blind by the fun's rays^ and tumbled headlong 

from the height of air upon a craggy rock, all the 

birds fell uponhim, and plucked off his feathers, he 

was now M>o happy to (link into his hole^and toefpouie 

the chough^a worthy lady of the place: their marriage 

was celebrated by night; and they thought each other 

extremely handfome and agreeable. 

We (hould never aim at any thing above our lphere> 
ppr flatter purfelves upoa our advantages. 



t H ii 

SHEPHERD CLEOBULUS 

AND THE 

NYMPH PHIUDA. 

FABLE XXVI. 

AS apenCve fhepherd tended his flock^ upon the 
flowery banks of the river Achelous^ the Fauns 
and Satyrs, that lurked in the neighbouring groves, 
danced upon the grafs, to the melodious (bund of 
his pipe, the Naiads, hid beneath the waters of the ri- 
ver, reared their heads above thereeds to liften to his 
mufic. Achelous himfelf, leaning upon his inclined 
urn, (hewed his front, where there remained but one 
hom«ver fince hi. combat ^th the g>«at Hercules, 
and this melody fufpended for awhile the angui(h of 
the vanquifhed god. the (hepherd faw, unmoved, the 
Naiads admiring him ; he thought of none but the 
(hepherdefs Philida, who was fimple, natural, with- 
out the foreign aid of ornament; fortune ne'er gave 
her any borrowed luftre, and the Graces alone had 
adorned and beautified her ynth their own hands ; 
fuch went (he forth from her village, mindlefs of eve- 
ry thing but of her (heep. the nymph alone was Gran- 
ger to her beauty, all the other (hepherdefies were 
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jealoas of it. the (hepherd loved her^ and did not dare 
to tell her fo : what he loved moft in her was that 
matchlefs virtue^ finple ai|d ferere, which kept lovers 
at a diftance, and which conftitutes the trued charm 
of beauty, but the iiigeiiioqf piiSon fuggefts the art 
of reprefenting what might be bold and dangerous to 
declare, he therefore ceafed all his raoft pleafant fbngs, 
to tune one that might touch the fair one's heart, he 
knew (he loved the virtue of the heroes^ who, in the 
toilfome fields had glory won : he fung^ under a fic- 
tiSons pamey his own adventures; for, at that time, 
heroes thcmfelves were fiiepherds, nor difdained the 
qrook. and> therefofe, thus ho fnng : whep Polynicet 
brave, inarched ta befiege the city Theb^, and to 
o*erturn the throne of his own brother Eteocief^all 
the Kings of Greece appeared in hoftik arms, and, 
againfl: the befieged, their chariots drove. Adraftas 
iheoi who &ther was in law tq Pdynices, hewed re* 
fiftlefs dpwn, the adverfe troops ; as with his keeft* 
edged fcythe the reaper f^eeping, mows the golden 
crops* on t'other fide, Ampbiarons {ee ! the footh^ 
^yer> whp> confcioQs of his fete, advanced into the 
fighlf ^nd w^s at once fwallowipd by Earth, which 
opei^ed its abyfs 10 l^url him headlong to the banks of 
S(yx I in iaUing be deplored bis fai^iteft wife. £ift by 
behold O^ipus's fons, in hoftUe, not in brotherly 
embrace ; as when a leopard and a tyger tear each 
Oliver on the ro^Sj of C ^cKi^ug s they roUed each «th^ 
oA thefandy bcach^ Cmmg tfi paaieMsh for bit bro« 
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therms blood, (hiring this horrid fight, CleobolnSy who 
followed Polynices, combated againft a brave The^ 
ban, whom the God of war rendered almoft invinci* 
ble. tbe (haft of the Theban> guided by the god, had 
pierced Cleobulus's neck, but that he fprung nimble 
alide : he, inftant, plunged his dart deep in the bowels 
of his hardy foe : the Theban's blood dreams copi- 
ous, his bright eyes grow dim, bis noble mien and all 
his fire forfake him ; now, now, fqualid death deforms 
bil comely features ; lo! his youthful bride fees him 
expiring from a turret's height ; and O! what pangs 
tranfpierce her tender heart! in his misfortune, ftill 
too happy man, to have been loved and wailed; I'd 
die, like him , with pleafure, fo I might be loved as he; 
for what avails great valour, or the glory of famous 
combats; and 0! what avails or youth,or beauty,when 
one cannot pleafe nor move the objed lovedl ■ > « 
the (hepherdefs, who had lent attentive ear to his fo 
tender (bng, now conceived that the (hepherd was 
Cleobnltts, vanqniiher of the Theban. (he grew(en« 
fible of the glory he had acquired, of the Graces that 
(hone in him, and of the pangs he fuffered for her ; (he . 
gave him/her heart and hand; an happy Hymen join- 
ed the lovely pair ; their happinefs was envied by all 
thefhepherds round, and by the country-deities them- 
felves. by their union, by thdr innocent life, by their 
rural pafiimes, eyen in the hour of age, they equalled 
the blififul &te of Philemon and Baucis^ 



C H R O M I S 

AND 

MNASYLUS. 

FABLE XXVn. 

CHROMIS. 

THIS grove has a ddightfbl coolnefi ; the trees 
are tall, the foliage thick^ the walks fhady; one 
hears no nolle bat that of nightingales^ warbling their 
loves. 

MN ASTLUS. 

There are here beanties (till more firiking. 

CHROMIS. 

*What! doft thou mean thofe ftatnes? I don't think 
them veryhandfome. there's one that has a mighty 
homely afpedt. 

MNASTLUS. 

It reprefents a woman ; but let us talk no more of 
it ; for thou knoweft one of our (hepherds^ who has 
already (aid all that can be faid of her. 

CHROMIS, 

What then ? is it that other inclined above the 
fountain ? 

MNASTLUS* 

No ; I don't mean that neither, the (hepherd Ly- 
cidas has fung it to his pipe, and I would never pres- 
tend to praife after him. 
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CHROMIS. 

^hich then! that ftatne which reprefents a young 
woman? 

MNASTLUS. 

Ay; you've hit on't at laft. (he has by no means 
that ruftic air of the two others; and^ indeed^ (he is 
a greater deity : it is Pomona, or, at leaft> a nymph ; 
flie holds in one hand an horn of plenty^ ftored with 
all the pleafant fruits of the autumn ; with the other 
Ihe bears a vafe^ whence pieces of money drop in con- 
fiifion : thus (he holds^ at the fame time^ the fruits of 
the earthy which are the riches of fimple nature^ and 
the treafures^ to which the art of men give fo high a 
value* 

CRROMIS. 

She has her head a little inclined, why fo ? 

MNASTLUS, 

'Tis true ; and that becaufe all figures defigned for 
exalted fituations^ and to be feen from below, are 
in abetter point of view, when they are a little in- 
clined towards the fpedators. 

CHROMIS. 

But what pray is that head-drefs ? it is unknown 
to our (hepherdefles. 

MNASYLUS. 

It is, however, eafy and negligent ; and (he is no- 
thing the lefs graceful, that is her hair, well parted on 
the forehead, hanging down a little on each fide^ with 
a natural curl; and neatly tied behind. 



